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be trufled by men. 


| cr) 

nes Inding our ſelves not only oppreſſed, perſecuted and 
Eg diſtroyed in the moſt illegal ways, and by the higheſt 

BIG Arbitrary methods, but miſrepreſented and accuſed 


NY in Proclamations ,- Declarations , and other Papers 


precluded all ways and mcans of manifeſting our own innocency, 
and of laying open the fraud and the Tyranny of our Encmics. 
For to all their other unjuſt and barbarous proceedings againſt us, 
they have added not only the denyal of 7berty ro repretent” our 

ricvances and oppreſſions by way of petition to themſelves, but 
the freedoms of the preſs whereby we might defend our own 10+ 
yalty, or expoſe and detect their injuſtice before the world. For 
as they know that the whole reputation of their power, is to be 
aſcribed to the tameneſs of the people that ſuffereth them to goe 
on without reſiſtance , ſo their only hope of having their aCtings 
eſcape anuniverſal condemnation and cenſure , lyes in preventing 
their being examined and arraigned. But tho it be our comfort 
and their diſhonor that we are proſecuted unjuſtly, and made to 
ſuffer without a legal cauſe; yet we ought not ſo far to abandon 
and betray our ſelves, nor to Lmons and gratify our moſt mor 


tal enemyes , to continue ſilent under the calumnies wherewith 
they falſely and maliciouſly load us. And they muſt blame _ 
| A elves 


(2% 
Tfelves and not wy, ane aſcribe r to their epproting, ve and: nor to- 
our receytment; if upon repreſenting ther principles, reporting, 
their _ , and onrao(hbig er peg Homes $ mea ; 

come to be more hared at home and deſpiſed abroad. Nor ought 
we to bee eſteemed injurious to his Majeſty. or the Government, 
if upon our drawing the Court of England in their roger and na- 
tural colours, and offeringthemto the vieuot the world inajuſte 
true light, they find the ingenuous , noble and vertuous part of 
mankind, inſtead of approving the Titles of Rebels and Traitors 
wherewith the King hath blazon'd many of the moſt Eminent as 
well as loyaleſt of his Subjects , bogs to think that the only 
crime whereot theſe perſons are gl ty , 1s their having ſo ſupt- 


nely and tamely ſuffered their Religion to be undermined, their 


Laws trampled upon, andtheir Eftatcs and Lives aſſaulted and dee 
ſtroyed. For as I cantru'ly ſay, that I have reſerved many things 
not unworthy to be known till a future oportunity, when. I ho 

to give his Majeſty the pleaſure and diverſion, and affoord untothe 
World the advantage and benefit of reading the Hiſtory of his life 
and Reign; ſo I have publiſhed notbing here but what was cither 
rem unto, or lyes 1n_ connexion with, or which is demon- 
{trative of the Conſpiracy of the Court againſt our Religion, Laws. 
and Liberties, and of their deſign of murdering the moſt zealous: 
Proteſtants of the Kingdom, and the chiefeſt Patriots of our Rights: 
and Priviledges. All therefore that I am reſponſable tor, is that 
that things be related with truth and candor ; but as for the dedu- 
Gons and inferences which- others may make , it will be their 
concernment both to look that rhey bedu'ly drawn, and that the 
fundation upon which they areraiſed, be able to ſupport the weight 
of the ſuperltrufture. I were juſtly to be cenſured and condemned, 
ſhould I cither miſreport the ations of ſo great a Prince, or relate 
them without attendance unto thoſe Rules of modeſty , which 
ought to be obſerved in our penetrating into the Councels and ad- 
miſtration of Monarchs; bur if I have been regardful of all the 
meaſures of ingenuity and candor as well as truth in what I deliver, 
I am not thento be accuſed, rhe ſome upon peruſal of theſe papers 
ſhall inſtead of condemning us for the crimes wherewith we are 


" ®>Qlandered; think thar the only inftamy which we lye under, is that 


a Nation where there are ſo many wilc and gallant men, do not only 
I. | ſuffer 
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> & 
'faffer themſelves to be rob'd of all that is valuabl te men-or Chri- 
ſhans, burtro beimpriſoned, profſcribedand deſtroyed, bya com- 
pany of perſavs who were neyer judged to-haye too plentiful a ſhare 
-of prudence or courage. 


w thothe principal Prpoeaegg theſe few ſheets bets D 
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unfold and declare the nature and y ofthe Goyernment - of 
England, andto ſhow how far our Rulers havein their whole ad- 
mimiſtration prevaricated from and acted directly conr ro all 
the fundamental Rules of the Conſtirution; yetit will-nat be amiſs 
before we enter upon that-Province, to cnquire briefly into the 
nature of Governmentin » and the. Ends for. which it wes 
originally inſtitured, and to what limitations -and reſtriftons all 
Authority is confined by the ſupreme; Author and ordainer of it. 
For we \ hall by thisnot only find what all Nations have expeRed 
and claymed from their Governors, and how'they have treated 
them upon 2 faileur in, and adting oppolitely to what they were 
imitively appointed for; but we: ſhall haye-occalion al{o'to obs 
feere how his jeſty' or atleaſt ſuch as a&by his Authoriry, have 
not only violutedall the pacts and obligations they are-under by the 
fundamental Laws of the Land, but how they have endeavoured 
to ſubvert and defeat all the great and principal ends,. for which 
Government it ſelf was originally inftituted and ordained, Andasit 
is demonſtrable from principles of Reaſon, and ſtands confirmed by 
the Teſtimony 'of Scripture., that all Governementts appointed 
by, andall Ruling —_ derived from God; [ſo itisnblebs evi- 
dent both from the Laws of Nature and Revelation, that-theends 
for whic h Goyernment is ordained, arc the _ of the Creator 
and the Good of Mankind. So that no Ruler can haveany Author 
ex rr - beyond what God hath: _— much, mos he 
ighttn!ly chyma governing power 1 tupontiieſupream 
Lord ; [0 for the ST akatroiing ki fublects 
which they are bound to pay him. And therefore as yo Prince can 
have Authority to command what God forbids, orprohibite what 
heenjoyns, becauſe God can never Authorife,any'to act 1n oppoli- 
_ to —_—— | ns : _ns wr ——_— to ths | 
c of wi neſs, asto apply andemploy his power and intere 
to debauch and wit1draw his ſubjects from their fealtie and obe- 
dience to Gdd, orſets himſelf to —_ that. Religion which the 
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Lordtath revealed and appointed to be theRule of our living and' 
the means of our happineſs, he doth ipſo fa#o depole himſclf, and 
" inſteadof being owned any longer fora King, m_ tobe treated 
as a Rebel and Traitor nin hs Supream and Umverſfal Soye- 
raign. Ando refiſt fuch, is not rooppole Authority,, but Uſur. 
pation; nor is the dethroning thoſe who have invaded the Right 
and Authority of their-Maker ," a-depofing. of Governours,. bur a 
delivering our ſelves from confpirators againſt their as. wel as our 
King. Therefore ir was ,. that im the Fewiſh Commonwealth, 
where God may befaid to have preſided in a.pecular manner, he 
© tobk ſpecial care-thatupon the snanguration of their Princes, they 
ſhould- not only*govenant to governtheir people;,according to the 
Laws which were preſcibedand appointed for the m_ of.rhem. 
in C:v4l things; ' bur that they as well as their Subje&s ſhould ſa- 
lemnly engape to be the Lords people, and ra pericyere in their 
worſhipping offand obedience to Him, Nor was it without cauſe 
that the Subjects were included 18 the ſame Bord. of Allegiance to 
God-with their Princes; for thereby they became inſtructed that 
they were aceountab]? as joint principals with their. Kings and Ru. 
lers for that Debt, whichrthey were mutually as well as ſeveradly cn» 
agedinto-their Makcr. © Andit is the great conccrament of Sub- 
jects both with-roſpe& to:their welfare berc ,. and their-happine 
hcreafter,thar they: Chould be cmpowered as well ro prevenr the 
Defe&ipnoftheir Rulersfrom God,,. as to hinder their promoting 
and cauſing the Revolr of theirpeople. For beſides that the example 
of Princes would have a powerful and pernicious influence towards 
the infeSting and perverting others ; the Subjects being p jointly itt 
cluded with-thar Rulers inthefame Bond of fidelity to God, they 
are lyabl to-be' puniſhed fortheir Rebellion and Apoltacy., Now 
how deplorable were the- condition 'of Subjects, if they ſhould 
ftand obnoxious ro divine Judgments forthe Apoſtacy of their Rus» 
lers, and yet be neither authoriſed ro hinderit, nor permitted to 
withdraw themſelves from obedience and ſubjectiontothem? But 
whatſoever our own. tameneſs and folly., orthe paraſitical flattery 
of the Clergy may do, farbe it. from. the. Holy God to,inyolve us 


*,, under ſuchdolefule and inextricabP traits. Nay his making us re» 


zanfable for their Debt, isan empowering us, both to hinder their 
- wihidcawing their Subje&s from their obedience to God, and to. 
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eompell them to pay the Allegiance which they owe , or it imports 
| tus ting us ar”. G Authorey of ſavin —— harmleſs \-—_ 
' their crimes by depoling and d ing them, that being the onl 

| way of ſtanding no longer accountable for their faults. Nor hath 
this the leaſt tendency roward the diſcharging ſubjects from their 


Allegiance to ſuch Princes as are notenlightned in ,neither have re- 
ceived the beliet of the Goſpel , provided they do not perſecute their 
yoogee for embracing it ; much leſs is1it calculated for the cancelling 
| the Tyes which Subjects are under to Governors of different ſenti- 
ments in the Chniſtian Faith from their own , provided alſo that 
| thoſe Rulers do not ſeek todeftroy them whoare otherwiſe mind- 
ed in matrefs of Doctrine and Worſhip than thy are. Bur all thar 
| this is deligned unto, is partly to ſtate the Right and Liberty of 
| Subjects towards ſuch pretended Governors as ſeek to eradicate all. 
natural Religion, and endeavour to corrupt anddebaueh the world. 
| in whatſoever cither rclates tothe fcar of God ,, or to Truth , Ju- 
ſtice, :Vertue and Honeſty among men; and partly to declare by 
what ajlowance and authority, Subjectsare to ſce tothe preſervation 
of the purity of Religion, when their Rulers have both ſworn to 
| God and f:pulated to them to maintain it; andlaſtlyto ſhow whar 
| God allow's. unto Subjects, whoſe Princes ſeck ro deſtroy them 
fordifferingfrom them in Religion, thointhe mcan time they be 
| found to intertam nothing 19 their beliet, nor to pradtice any thing 
in their worſhip, but what is plainly revealed and commanded in 
the Scripture.” And according to theſe Haximes of Policy as well. 
; as Religion, have the better aud wiſer fort of Mankind behaved 
themſclvesin all ages towards thoſe who under pretence of having , 
| Authority over them,. have ſought cither to entice or force them 
from the due Fear, Ackowledgment and Adoration of God, or la- 
boured to deſtroy them for their Fidehty to him and their perſc- 
. vering in his Worſhip and Service. It was upon theſe principles that 
” Libna lawfully revolted from Zehoram, becauic he had firſt wicked- 
t ly revolted from the Lord. Nor can we by any. other plea juſtify 
4 
$ 


| theinſurreRion of Maithies Maccabens ogunſ Antiochus, who was 
by a long. preſcription as well as the ſubmiſhon and acknowledg-- 
| | ment ot the people their legal Ruler, but that he would have: 
r - compelled rhem to renounce their Religion and conform themes! 


ſelresto the Idohatry of the Court. 000 to deſcend to Goſpel 
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wherein -nothmg of that ſpecial Theecricy which the Jews were 
under, can be pleaded to fupercede the obligations of Subjefts res 

thei Princes, as it may be ſuppoſedto have done there, it at an 
time the Commands of their Kings were found to. interfere wich 
the will and appointment of God, was not the refiſtance of the 
Albigenſes, Waldenſes, Huſſites and many other fome'Cenwries 2- 
goe, founded mainly uponthis righteous andjuſtmotive, that they 
were perſecuted and ſoughtto beextirpated upon noother account, 
but becauſe they diftered from their Rulers and the generality of 
the Weſtern Nations m Religion, and would not believeas the 
Church of Rome and the Kings and Princes m Emrope 1n thoſe daycs 
did. Nay have not the ſeveral later wars of the Proteftants m 
France and Germany as well as other places, been undertaken in a 
great meaſureupon this account, becauſe neither their le 
and righteous behaviour towards their Neighbours , nor their Fide- 

lity-and Obedience totheir Princes , could ſave them from bein 
ruined and deftroyed, unlefs they-would becomedxlloyal to God 
and unfaithful rotheir own ſoules,1n renouncing their Religion , or 
forebcaringto worſhip their Maker and Redeemer conformably te 
the Ordinances& Inftitutions of the Goſpel. Nay is it notaprincipal 
ingredient intothe juſtice aswell ascauſe of the preſent Hungarian 
revolt trom the Emperor, that the people were perſecuted for their 
Religion, not only contrary to the Laws of Nature and Revela- 
tion, butto the-agreements, covenants and oaths of his Imperial 
Majeſty and his Royal predeceſſors. Ir is true that ſome of the 
managers of thoſe wars do through want of ſucceſs in their under- 
takings lye under the brand and undergoe the infamous titles of 
Rebels and Traitors ; but this isnot more than what mall civil and 
inteſtine quarrels falls tothe portion of the weakeſt , thofor themoit 
artthe fault isnot in the injuſtice of their cauſe, but m their not 
cing furniſhed with force ſufficient to juſtify it. For can there 
be a greater evidence of the righteouſneſs and equity of their caule, 
who endeayour to repreſs the violence of Rulers that perſecute them 
upon the account of Oe , than that the moſt celebrared 
Princes upon the file of Hiſtory, haveeſpouſed their quarrel :and 
engaged their Arms 1ntheir be half, W hat is it, next to his turning 
Chrittian, that Conſtantinethe Great is ſo famousfor, as that being 
Emperorinthe Eaft, heemployed his Power and Force againſt Lu- 
F348 
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oinine over whom he Had no Authority, and this upon no other. 
motive, but becauſe Lucinims baniſhed , tortur'd and deftroyed- 
thoſe Chriſtians in his own of the Empire, that would nor 
abandon their Religion, conform to that Idolatry which had 
then the whole legal Authority of the world ? What praiſes have 
Ecclefiaftical Writers as well as others, adorned the memory of 
Theodofim with , for the war which he commenced againſt Choſroes 
King of Perfia, uponthisinducement that the ſaid Monarch fought 
toruime and extirpate thoſe Chriſtians in his Dominions that would 
not renounce the Goſpel? 'The ſweeteſt odors which embalm rhe- 
Aſhes and givea fragrancy tothe Name of Queen Ehizabeth, are 
the honors and commendations entailed upon her, for affiſting torr. 
aign Proteſtantsto maintain their Religion by force when they could: 
not enjoy it by fayour, and inabling them to with ſtand the violence 
of their Princes who perſecuted them upon the account of their- 
Faith. The actions of thoſe mighty Monarchs in favour and aid of 
thoſe that were perſecuted for Religion , proclaim toalltheworld: 
how lawtul they judgedit for Subjects to defend themſelves againft,. 
or diſclaim a ſubjeftion unto their Princes, when they. went about 
the forcing them to renounce their Allegiance ta God, or fought 
to deſtroy them for-their fidelity to him. And asthey have given us 
to underſtand by theſe carriages of theirs, that the Authority of 
Sovyeraings extends only to mens perſons and eſtates, but that their: 
conſciences are a province over which no man can claim a juriſ- 
dion ; ſo they do in effect fay that whoſoever will invade Gods 
Right doth ſofar forefeit his own , and that when Princes will be 
content with no leſs than the Scepter of Chriſt, they then deſerve 
to have their own wreſted out of their hands, Now tho it _ 
ſcem a —_— from the value of the Teſtimony of theſe wiſc 
aswell as great Potentates, to ſeek countenance to the fame Truth 
from the opinion of leſſer men; yet it will not be amis , if it were bur 
to ſhameand reproach our flattering modern Theologues, roquote 
thejudgment of thar antient-Eccletaſtical Author Sezomene. This 
piousand learned perſon, having related the death of Julian and inti- 
mated that he was ſuppoſed to have been ſlain by a Chriſtian ſoul- 


dierthat marched under his own Banners; headds, Let none be fo raſh ;;, ,, 
as to: condemn the perſon that did it, conſidering ho was thus coura- cp. 2: 


giow in behalf of God. and. Religion. Surely. Sozpmen thougt - 
a 31» 
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.aPrinces perſecuting his people for their loyalty to'God, was':an 
pope ic re. all obligations and tyes, otherwiſe he. would: 
never have ſpoken ſo favourably of this man who was not only 
boundto the 
added tye of a ſpecial aathas one inrolled under his enſignes. 

Andif Princes ought-not, neither have any Authority toperſe- 
- cutetheirSubjec for diftering fromthem in revealed Religion bur. 
may be lawfully withſtood in all attemptsof nature; We may ca« 


mperor by the Fealty of aſubje&, but by the ſuper- 


ſely imagine that 'they can derive no legal* power or juriſdiction 


- from God to debauch men from natural Religion, but may and 


ought to be reſiſted, if they oppreſs their Subjects for retaining a 
Fear and Reverence of a Deity, or for being regardful of Chaſtity, 
Temperance, Juſtice and Truth. For however neceſlary Revealed 
Religion isto/ our acceptation with God here, and fruition of Him 
hereafter, yet « is not-ſoindiſpenſably needful, to the peace-and 
ſubſiſtance of Socictiesas Narural Religion is. There have been 
Aouriſhing Kingdom's where the Bible hath not been received, 
butno State did ever thrive or was ſucceſsful and temporally *h 

py , where the Dread of a Deity, and juſtice and moral honeſty 
among men , were difpifed and contemned. 'Tho every vice in Go- 
vernors benot a forefeiture of their Authority, yet to ſay that none 
1s, gives a ſecurity to Magiſtrates bothto be Atheiſts and defiethe 
Univerſal King, and to poyſon and debaſe mankind with bruitiſh 
andunnatural luſts. It God mn the erection of the Jewiſh Govern- 


ment., didnot only provide that blaſphemers and open deſpiſers of - 


aDeiy, bur that murderous and ince(tuous perſons, thould not 
be ſuffered tolive; he never ſurely intended that men dayly guilty 
of thoſe crimes ſhould beeſtcemed capable toRule, and allowed 
an impunity by vertue of their office to practice thoſe abominations: 
Nor hath there beenany Nation , but whatat onetime or another 
hath called their Princes to an account ., when they have found 
them tobe Raviſhersof women , Pollutersof Families, and Cor= 
rupters.of mankind. Would his Majeſty but redeem ſo much time 
from his pleaſurs andluſts, orfrom forming ſhamm plotrs againſt 
the Religion, lives and liberties of his Subjects, as to perule the 
Hiſtory. of the-K1 [Scotland , he would not only find how that 
ſeveral have beendepoled and confined toprilons, but that diverſe 
haye been put to death, for adulteries andincelts as well as for op- 
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preſling their Subjets in their-perſons and eſtates... -At leaſt be 
might there obſerve, what influences the Aqulteries of his 
Grand-Mother Mary had upon her being ' depoſed from the 
Crown , and what Occaſions they proved of all the future mis... 
- fortunes of her life. Or would he fat caſt his ey upon the Hi- 
ſtories of the Britiſh and Sxxox Princes, he might there learn 
how ſome of thoſe Kings have been dealt-with by their SubjeCts. 
for umpieties againſt the law and light of Nature, and particularly 
that Yortigernus was dethrongd for inceſtuouſly marryibg his own 
Siſter Nor did blaſphemies, perjuries, unnatural mixtures, pol. 
luting Matrons, raviſhing Virgins, plotting againſt thelives of in- 
nocents, and murdering noble and yertuous perſons bys epſon, 14- 
for and flillets's , uſeto eſcape the animadyerſion of the generous 
part of mankind, till Biſhops and Prieſts had tothe reproach and 
diſhonor of the Chriſtian Religion, made their perſons ſacred, al- 
beit guilty of adulteries inceſts and murders. It we would under- 
ſtand the ſenſe and opinion of the ancient virtwoſrand Hero*s 1n this 
matter, we may learn it from the anfwer of Subrius Flavins to that 
Monſter Nero. For being challenged why he had with Piſo and 
others, contrary tothe allegiance ot a Subject and the Oath of a ' 
Tribune conſpired againſt him; he made him this Romanand manl 
reply, that there had been none more faithful unto him while be de- Tac: 
ſerved tobe beloved, than be was, but that he began juſtly to bate him, 
after be had turned Paracide, Stageplayer and « Burner of Citzes, And 
of allianceto this as well as pertinent tothe ſame purpoſe, is the Re- 
ply of Sulpiris Aſper tothe fame Emperor. For being al K'd why 
1c had with othersentred into a combination againſt him ; he made 
this bold and free return, that he kyew net how any other way to put dew. 
# [lop to his villanies, and redeem the werld from the infettion of bis 
exarNpleand the evils which it groaned uttder by reaſon of his crimes. 
Now would the King of England and. his dear Brother , wouch 
fate to conſider that all their Authority is from God , andrthat they 
can have none againſt him, And would they at the ſame time but 
reyicu whattheir endeayours have been, to bring all the Laws of _ 
God whether of Nature and Revelation into contempt, .and with 
what induſtry they have laboured to poyſon their Subjefts with 
principles of Atheiſm and immorality ; they will inſtead of finding 
cauſe to complain of the litle murmurings and modeſt diſcontents 
of thcir people, be furniſhed with an > Wen of admiring their 
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pounct and ſoftneſs in permittingthem to goe on ſolong 1n rebels 
ions againſt Heaven, and in corruptingand debauching three fa-. 


mous and once vertuous nations. For to adjourn till hereafter, what 
their be haviour hath been againſt the Chrsftian Religion, and how 
they have unceſlantly laboured to ſupplant the Goſpel as well as 
overthrow Proteftancy; we ſhall here repreſent what theirendea- 
vours have been to eradicate YVertue , andto baniſh Truth, Cha- 
flity, Puſtice, and Temperance out of their Dominions. They were 
no ſooner returned from their baniſhment, bur rhey made it ap- 
pear , that inſtead of having; learned Righteouſneſs and the Fear of 
God by their wo ,. they had only employed themſelves to 
drink in the vices of all the neighbouring Nations where they had 
wandred. $0 that from the. very firſt houre of his Majeſftves arri- 


val into his Kingdoms, heſet himſelf by his Example, perſuaſion . 


and influence , to withdraw men from the Laws of Nature and. 


Rules of Morality, and to pollute and infe&t the people with all 
ſort of crimes and wickedneſles. For execrable Gaths were the 
chef Court. acknowledgments of a Deity, and Pornications and 
Adulteries the Principal Teſts of the SubjeRs Loyalty and Obe- 
dience. Andwhether it was to affront God whohadpreſerved and 


reſtored. him to his Throne, or to be revenged upon the Nation-, 


for inviting him ſounanimouſly to weild the Scepter of his Ance- 
ceſtors, I cannottell; burthisI am ſure oft that he hath made it 
his conſtant buſineſs ro hve in defiance of the Dread and Authority 


of God, and to poyſon and corrupt the minds, and deprave the-. 


manners of the Engltſtr people. _—_— the very firſt night that 
his Sacred; Majeſty was to lyc at Whitehall, there was care taken 
to have my lady Caftlemain ſeduced from her loyalty to her Huſ- 
band, and enticed into the Armes of this happily reſtored Prince. 
And after he, had corrupted and poHuted an mcredibl-number both 
of marryed and ſingle Women , and defiled the Beds and deflowr- 
ed the Daughters of Great as well as mean perſons; how ſoon did 
his Fornications and Adulteries ariſe and commence into inceſts. 
It is well known what the Kings familiarities were with his Siſter 
Henrietta at Dover, where the D: of B.. kept the Dore; andthar 
theſe embraces coſt thelady her life at her return into France. For 
tho ſhe might ſeem to have atoned for the crime, and to have me- 


Fired forgiveneſs from ber Huſband, by the league which ——_ 
er 
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her intercefſions ſhe had prevailed upon his Majeſty to conclude | 
with the French Monarch; yet jealousand incenſed Orleans could 
not obtain of himſelf to remit the indignity and pardon the offen« 
ce. Bur leaſt this inſtance ſhould not be ſufficient ro demonſtrate 
the inceſtuous impurities of the Court; we will ſubjoin an other, 
only with this addition that to inceſt-there was joined the propha- 
nation-of the Sacred Rites and Divine Ordinance of Mariage. For 
our Defender of the Faith was not oply pleaſed to take the Dutcheſs | 
of Pertſmouth into his Bed, whomall inquiſitive perſons believe to 
be his Siſter begotten by my Lord St. Albans upon the Queer 
Mether after the death of the lateKing; but he was ſolemnly mas 
ed to her at my Lord Arlingtens houſe, by the Common prayer 
ook and the Offices and Ceremonies of the 'Church. And as if it 
were not enough for his Majeſty, to be guilty of perſonal inceſts, 
he hath involued his Baſtards or natural Children under the infamy 
and guilt of the ſame crime, For he hath in the face of the world 
maryeda Daughter, whom he had adulterouſly begotten upon my 
Lady Woed, to one of thoſe ſons whom he had atterthe ſameles 
imate manner by the Dutchefs of Cleveland. Nor hath it been ſafe 
or any,how muchſoever obliged thercunto, to admoniſh him for,or 
ainſay and controll him in his luſts. For it was for an a&t of the 
bighe! friendſhip, as well as moſt indiſpenſable duty of thatnature, 
that the King perſecuted the -laſt Marqueſs of Argyle with fo 
much yiolence and malice till he gott him deſtroyed. And ſeei 
the Story of that aftaire is neither ſo well A —_—_ known as tt 
deſervesto be; -I ſhall therefore with all poſhible ſincerity relateit, | 
and lay it briefly = The King at his being in Scotland inthe year | 
1650, having to the many Fornications and Adulteries , which he | 
there committed, added the perpetrationof a-Rape upon a Mqg« 
deſt fand Vertuous Woman; was judged -needful by the ſober 
[Noblemen and Miniſters, that the danger as well as the fin and of- 
fence of that crime ſhould be _”m—— repreſented unto. him. 
And others being deſirous to decline the office as apprehending it 
would be ungratefnlly received by his Majeſty, it came to be de- 
volved upon that pious and- excellent perſon. For they ſuppoſed 
that if he hearkned to any, it would betohim, and thatnot only 
by reaſon of his Quality , but becauſe he had been the chief Inſtru- 
ment of perſwading and — the Parhament to a him 
2 ome 
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home to inherit the Crow of his Anceſtors, when moſt ofthe Mem- 
bers werethinking to preclude him, and ſettle the Nation withour 
a Monarch. But althothat Noble and Wiſe Perſon managed the 
Addreſs which upon that occaſion he made unto the King, with 
the higheſt piety of a Chriſtian, and greateſt ſubmiſſion ot a Sub- 
ject; yet his Majeſty held it fopiaculara thing that any ſhould re- 

ke him for, or endeayour to withdraw him from his pollutions 
and impurities, that he reſolved nothing ſhould expiate the offen- 


ce but the blood of that Great and Vertuous Nobleman. Ir is true, 


he was deſtroyed upon a pretended Legal Proceſs; yet as the matt- 
erof his Accuſation (which was only correſponding with the En- 
lil h, whenthe whole Kingdome had ſubmittedunto them) made 

is Condemnationto be eſteemed unjuit by all Rational men as well 
as by Lawiers; ſo his being purſued meerly upon his Majeſties inſti- 
gation and that tor the reaſon which I have ſpecified, and bcing 


voted guilty only in complyanceto his will, renders his blood char- 


eable upon the King, and lcavesthe guilt of it upon the Throne. 


And the getting him put todeath by a ſeeming courſe of Law, is 
ſo far from excufing him from, or extenuaring the guilt of that 
murder, that it is rather an aggrevation of it > An God and Men, 
in that the Law, which 1s deligned tor the ſecurity of mens lives, 
was here wreſted and perverted to their deſtruction, With what 
face now canthis Gentleman pretend ro Rule by vertue of an Au- 
thority derived from God , who pollutes Nations thus with Adul- 
teries and inceſts, and lives in an _ defiance of all the Laws of the 
orable England, where through 
the example, and influence of thy Prince, villanies are become the 
only faſhionable Vertues, and toexceed others in uncleanneſs and 
debauchery , is to purchaſe the countenance of the Government, 
and to poſleſs the ſpecial fayour of the Monarch. How art thou de- 
generate from what thou waſt ! When the being adulterous and 
proſtituted to all impurities, 1s held the moſt effectual recommen- 
dation to preferment; and. to be extreamly vicious is the on] 
means to be adyanced both in Church & State. The celebrated and 
often repeated Maxime of thy King is, that all mankind is baſe and 
villanous; and that when any dechne being criminousin the worſt 
kindanddegree, it 15not from principles that they do fo, bur up- 
en the ſcore of reputation and intereſt, And tho ſome may _ 
at 
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that this ſignifies no more than the publication of his Majeſties own 
ood Natureand temper, and 1s only the drawing other mens pi- 

| me by his own Original; yet his Subje&ts over whom he Rules, 
as well as Forraing Princes and States with whom he hath occaſion 
to correſpond and treat , ought to be apprehenſive of the effe&ts 
which ſo unjuſt and barbarous a Sentiment muſt be followed and 
attended with, Noris it out of any malice to his Majeſties perſon, 
or diffatiſfattion with his Authority , that theſe exceſſes in immora- 
lity are layd open, but ro ſhow by our concealing theſe things hi- 
therto, how unjuſtly we are aſperled and accuſed 1n his Majeſties 
late Declaration, as if in libellows pamphlets we had been for ſeveral 
years laſt paſt endeavouring to render his Government odious. Onl 
we do- withall hope, that from hence the world will'become 
fully convinced of the patience as well as loyalty of the people of 
England, in that notwithſtand the Kings and Court's wallowin 
m theſe impurities, they have not only pay*d him conſtant an 
indiſputed obedience, but gratified him with an addition of priyiled- 
ges and power, and heap*d upon himan eſtabliſhment of Treafure 
and Revenue, that none ofthe moiſt famous Kings of England 
wereeverallowed or poſleſt off, 

Having thus briefly ſtated and declared, that all Rulers receive 
their Authority trom God, and that therefore they can have none 
for the wirhdrawing men from their Allegiance to the Univerſal 
Sovyeraig, nor claime a diſpenſation by verrue of their Magiſtrac 
to violate the fundamental Laws of Nature, and debauch and cor« 
rupt thoſe over whom they are ſett; we ſhall inthe next place take 
into conſideration, for what ſpecial Ezd God hath ordained Go- 
vernment inthe world, and conveyed Authority unto-Rulers and 
Princes. Nor can there be any thing more cyident from the Light 


of Reaſon as well as Scripture, than thatall Magiſtracy is appoint- 


ed for the benefit of mankind and the common good of Societies. 
God never gaveany one power toreign over others for their deſtru- 
Aion, (unleſs where he had devoteda people for their ins to ruine) 
but on whomſoeyer he conferrs Authority over Cities or Nations, 
it is with this conditional prevsſo and limitation, that they are to 
promote their proſperity and good » andto ſtudy their defence and 
Yrotection, All Princes arethus tar pa#ional, that they are obliged 
by the High and Abſolute Sovyeraign, from whom they —_ ( 
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: their Authority, to Reign for the peace, profit and happinits 
of theſe over whom they are exalted and eſtabliſhed. Nor 1s it 
needful that there ſhould beany previous agteements between 
_ and Princes as to this matter, it being frxed and determined 
y the Laws of the ſupream Legiſlator. And whoſoever refuſeth 
to perform.this fundamental condition , he degrades and depoſerh 
himſelf, norisit rebellion in any to refiſt him. Whenſoever Prin- 
ces ceaſe to be for the common good, they anſwer not the End 
they were inſtitutedunmto, and ceaſe ro bewhat they were choſen 
for. Ir were moreeligible tolive m Deſarts and Wilderneſles, than 
tro enter into Societies, were it not on the proſpe&t, and for the 
hope of preſervation and ſafety. All mankind mult be ſuppoſed in+ 
fatuated and mad, if they ſhould come under Authority in order 
to being in a worſe condition than antecedently they were, Ir is 
the Univerſal Dictate of Nature, that it can not be a City, where 
all are ſubje&ed and made ſubſervient to the greatneſs and pleaſure 

. of one Man. And whoſoever under the vaile and palliation of Go- 
vernment become injurious to the community, they liſt themſelves 
inthe number of Enemies, and may be dealt with afterthe manner 
thatſuch uſe tobetreated. The Right which we haveto our own 
"ſafely, isnota Gift or Donative of Kings, nor held by conceſſion 
or indulgence from them ;* buriiris veſted inus by God, and to be 

. cheriſhed and maintained as a Depofirumfrom Heaven. And albeir 
men may reſign to Princes, a power of diſpoſing all that is their 
own; yet they can. not grant them a Right to Rule over themas 
they P caſe, God haying precluded them- from the Alienation of 
that, by the reſerve which he hath made m his Univerſal Laws, 
where he hath ordained and declared that Magiſtrates have no Au- 
thority but for the good of their people. Men may from ſupineſs 
or a ſcryile temper, and ſometimes upon other motives and conſt- 
derations, permit and ſuffer Kings to-tyranniſe over them ; but 
, asthis gives no Authority or juriſdiction to Princes to do it, fo they 
alwaiſc retain a Right and Liberty to redeem and vindicate them- 
elves, whenſoever they ſhall think fit or ſee occaſion. This they 
can neither forefeit by the invafion- or uſurpation of Monarchs, 
nor deprive themſelves off: by diſuſe or want of claym for a time; 
but as the Right of enjoying peace, ſafety , and the good of the 
community by and under Rulers, ſtands preſcryed for —_—— 
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-God in the firft and eſſential Laws of Government, ſo they may» 
challcng theſe things, andenter their aQtion againſt invadersat what: 
time ſoever they leaſh This is no more than what juſt and wiſe. 
Princes have themſelves acknowledged; witneſs that of Trajan to: 
Suburanm, when he delivered-him the Badg and Enſign of Com-. 
mander of his Guard. Take, ſayes he, this Dagger, which you are to uſe- 
for me, if I govern well, but agair,ft me,sf I Rulerll. Of affinity to which. 
was that ſaying of Adrian, that be would ſo manage the Soveraignty, as- 
that all men ſhould know it was principally for the geod of the people, 
and not his own... Salus populi hath been alwiſc held by thoſe that have. 
been either wiſe or honeſt,. to be Suprema lex. Andas the ſafety of 
the people is the Supream Law of Socities; ſo it ſupercedes and caf= 
fat's all Laws that are, or can be made to the contrary. This 
Doctrine jhath not only been received and approved by tho that 
were learned and vertuous among the Greeks and Romans; but it. 
hath beenthe common opinion of Civilians and all Writers of Po- 
wy in every Chriſtian Nation. Nor hathir been oppoſed by any 
but ſomefew little pedantick Theologues , who arc willing to have. 
Princes enjoy an arbitrary power over the Fortunes and Lives of 
men, that, they may. be prate&ed by-them in the exerciſe of a Ty- 
ranny over our. Conſgences. Nor can they caſt a greater-diſ ho« 
nor upon the Goſpel, whereof they pretend to be diſpenſers; than 
ta ſay that while by the Law of Nature it was lawful to refilt Ty- 
rants, we arc bound up by the Chriſtian Religion from withſtand= 
” pgs cruclty, The Laws of God do- not interfere one with an 
other; and therefore tho the Laws of Revelation may diſcover our 
ny in many inſtances which that of Nature could not do, yet it 
can pl us under obligation to nothing that contradicts and croſleth 
that Original Law. It. would be endleſs ro quotethe Teſtimonies, 
which the Writnig of Philoſophers and ancient Statesmen furniſh us 


with to thispurpole. Cicero being ſpeaking of the laughter of Ceſar. 1n2. 7iiliy, » 


files tt a famons and divine Fatt, & poſitum ad imitandum, W hen the 
Pretorian Souldiers were tumultuouſly ſearching after. thoſe that 


killd Catiguls, YValerius Afiaticus the Senator cryed outaloud, that Sneton, 


bewiſh'd he had done it ; and thereby compoſed bath theirclamour 
and ſtopt their rage. They thatin Greece deſtroyed Tyrants who 
ſought the ruine of their Countrey, have not only been generally 
cſtg<med to haye done a juſtifiabl Action ; but have in diverſe Ct- 
ties 
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ties had Statues eretedtothem as perſons who had merited highly 
at 'the hands of Mankind. For Treaſon can be propemmney only 
againſt him that Rulesover a people for their ſafely and good, and 
who Governs them according to their Laws; bur it can nor be 
committed againſt one, who endeayoures to overthrow all Law , 
and ſeeks the ruine of his Subjects. Nor hath there been a Nation in 
the, world, that hath not either reſiſted, oppoſed , or kilPd Ty - 
rants. The Senate of Romedid often approve the Fatt, tho done 
withouttheir order and.ſometimes but by private hands. As upon 
theSlaughter of Commodw, inſtead of Revengingit, they decreed 
that his carcaſs ſhould beexpoſed , and tornin pieces. Sometimes they 
ordered before hand to haveit done, and gave commiſſion to per- 
ſons for the doing of it. Aswhen they conderaned Didimus Fultanus, 
and ſent a Tribune to ſlay bim in the Palace. Nay they have gone ſo far, 
asin ſome caſes to appoint rewardstoſuch as ſhould kill thoſe Em- 

erors that trampled upon their Laws, and murdered vertuous and 
innocent people. Witneſs that ſentence of the Senate againſt the 
two Maximint, qui eos occiderit premium merebitur. It we look 
into the Kingdoms but of Europe, and that only ſince the world 
rurn'd Chriſtian , we can.not miſs of Examples, either of depo« 
fing, reliſting, rhrowing off, or putting 'Tyrants to death. In 
Scotland alone, there have been b conc Fry of their Kings, that 
have becn either derhroned or impriſoned, or ſlain, and ſeveral of 
them upon no other account than that of their oppreſſion and 'T'y- 
ranny , and for perſuingthe deſtruction of their Subjects. And al- 
tho poſſibly no Nation hath been more patient and merciful towards 
Bad Kings, as well as morepious andloyal towards God; yet they 
have in all former times ſo well underſtood the Right which they 
had, andtheduty which they owed to their own preſervation , as 
that they ſeldom failed of calling the exorbitantly Flagitious , and 
extreamly cruel] to an account. And albeit in ſtead of condoling 
or averging the death of the Tyrannous, they have often buthex- 
cuſed and jultificdit; yetno Kingdom hath inflicted feverer puniſ h- 
ments upon the Murderers of Juſt and Righteous Princes. And 
therefore tho they did neither enquire after nor animadyert upon 
thoſe that flew Fames the 34, as having been a flagitious and tyrann« 
ous King ; yet they did by molt exquiſite Torments put them ro 
death whoſlew [ames the 1*, who had beena wiſe, vertuous = 

ju 
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juſt Monarch. It wereto-enlarge theſe ſheets 


beyond the bounds 
alotted unto them, ſhould I call over allthe inſtances of this kind 
which the Hiſtories of _— Nations ſupply us with; and 


therefore I thall content my ſelf, and beg the Reader would be 
fatiſhed, with the recolle&tion of two orthree Examples more of 
this nature. Did notthe Swedes within the compals of one Century, 
depoie and bamiſh the two Chriftierns, and dethrone and impri- 
ſon? Ericw; andallthis for their oppreflions and Tyranny, and for 
purſwing thedeſtruction of their Subjefts? And did not the Porrs- 
wiſes but a few years agoe, lay aſide and confine Alphonſus for his 
Ra inesand Murders? Nay have not ſeyeral Nations not only op- 
poſed the violence of their Prince by armed-force, but for their 
own preſervation and ſecurity for the tuture, 'made an alteration 
and change in their Governments, from Monarchies into Com- 
monwealths? It was upon the account of the Tyranny of the 
Auſtrian Princes over the Switzers, that thoſe ſtout and martial 
Cantons ſhook off the Rule and Government of that Family, and 
eſtabliſhed -themſelves into a Republick. And for the fame cauſe 
did our Neighbours the Dutch undertake and manage along and cx- 
penſive War againt Philip the 1. and III. Kings of Spain; and when 
thoſe Princes would not condeſcend to governthem according to 
their ancient Laws, and Rule for the Good of the people ; they 
declared the King of Spain to be fallen from the Seigmiorie of the Nether- 
lands, and eredied themſelves into a flouriſhing and opulent Com- 
monwealth. And ſeeing the Words of the General Eſtates mn the 
Edict which they publiſhed upon this occaſion , are not only ex+ 
ceeding weighty in themſelyes, but highly ſuitable and pertinent 
to what we are diſcourſing; it willnot therefore be amiſs to tran- 
ſcribe ſome of them. 7r x well known, ſay they, that a Prince and 
Lord of a Countrey #s ordained by God tobe Soveraign and Head over 
bis Subjefts, to preſerve and defend themfrom all injuries, Force and 
violence: and that if the Prince therefore faileth herein, andin jiead 
of preſerving his Subjefts, doth ontrage and oppreſs them, depriveth 


them of therr priviledges and antient cuflomes, commandeth them and 


will be ſerved of them as ſlaves, They are no longer bound to reſpett 5,1"; 


him as their Severaign Lord, but to eftcem of him as a Tyrant; net- 
ther are they bound to ackowledg him for their Prince, but may abandon 
him, &'s. And with this agrecs =_ opinion of that great and fa» 

mous 
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mous perſon , William Prince of Outs; ir- his Anſwer to the 
Edif of Proſcriptien publiſhed aginſt him by Philip the ſecond. 
Theres, ſayes he, a Reciprocal Bond betwixt the Lord and bisVaſſal; 
ſo that if the Lord break the Oath which be hath made unto bis Vaſ- 
ſal, the Vaſſal s diſcharged of the Oath which be hath made unto his 
Lord. So righteous and juſt a cauſe, have even Princes themſel- 
ves judged the reſiſting a um to'be; that the moſt deſerving and 
Celebrated Monarchs on the Roll of Hiſtorie, have eſpouſed the 
quarrel of oppreſſed Subjects, and ſought to deliver them from 
the power and rage of thoſe that Tyranniſed over them. It was 
upon this ground that Charles the Great undertook a War againſt 
the Lombards, and that Philipand Lewis of France afliſted the Ba- 
rons of Englandagainſt the King John, For this reaſon did Guſftavw 
Adolphus march into Germany, that he _ deliver the Oppreſt 
Princes and Cities, from the Bondage andSlavery which Ferdinand 
the Emperor had brought them into. How obſervable are the 
words of Tamerlan upon hisadvancing againft Bajazet; / Goe ſay's 
he, to chaſftiſe bis Tiranny, and #0 deliver tbe affiifted people. 

It being then declared and wehope ſomewhat cnlightned, that 
all Government is ordained for.the good of the people, and that 
when Magiſtrates ceaſe to Rule for the proteCtionand happineſs of 
their Subje&ts, they faile to be what they were appointed unto: 
we ſhall now with his Majeſties-leave enquire a little how tar He 
and the Court of England may be concernedin this, and whether 
they have in their adminiſtration complyed with the great End 
for which all Authority is conferred-upon Princes, Nor ought 
the King to blame us, if upon finding our ſelves proclaimed and 
publiſhed for evil perſons, who have miſrepreſented his Attions to the 
people; wedo ourielyes that Right asto acquaint the World what 
his Attions haye been. And we hope 1t will hereby not only appear, 


” that his Actions have been ſuch, that the worſt character faſtned 


uponthem, doth nor deſervethe Cenſure of miſrepreſenting them, 
but rhat we have been modeſt, even to the being wjurious ro- 
ward the Nation, in concealing ſo much of them as we haye hi- 
therto done. Whether the unaccountable Fondnelſs he had while 
a'Child to a wooden Billet, without which in his Arms he would 
neitheir goe abroad, norlye down inhis Bed; wasa preſage of the 
Blockiſh ſort of people he would 1n his riper years addict himſelf 
unto; 


- they were no other, than what were neceſlary 
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unto; or whether it forebode , that he would afterwards rather 
ſtrive to Rule his people by a Club than a Sceprer,, I cannot tell ; 
bur this I am ſure off that his carriage (ſince, juſtifies the probabi- 
lity of making either of thoſe conjeftures of hus genius andtemper, 
from theearly and immoderate amour het ook to that peice of wood. 
The throne was no ſooner empty by his Fathers death, but even be-= 
fore he could fit down upon it , he gave us a diſcovery of the com- 
lexion of his Mind , and what ſort of pcople were during his 
cign to havethe principal room in his love and Truſt, and by. 
whom he hop'd in = time to tyranniſe over his Engliſh and 
Scottiſh Subjes. For when the Parliament of, Scotland had ſen 
tohim as far as the Iſle of Guernſey, to treat about his beg re- 
ceived to ſway the ancient Scepter. of his Predeceſſors; he would 
not ſo much as tranſa& with them, till he had firſt ſent to Ire- 
land to ſee whether thoſe Rebels who had maſlacred 200000. Pro- 
teſtants, werenot in ſuch a condition as that he might caſt him- 
felf upon them, and by their aſſiſtance and, means conquer his 
other two Kingdoms. But that failing, . through their being. in a 
fair way to be ſubdued themſelves b YoForcs of the Common- 
wealth -of England ; be was pleaſed at laſt to entertain' the Scotts 
overture, and accordingly removed to Breda, whether he invited 
them to ſend their Commiſſioners to wait upon him. And eve 
there'fo tull was his mind with the thoughts of Deſporical abſolutes« 
nes, and the purpoſes of introducing Popery into his Dominions , 
that hadir not. been for the Prince of Orange, he would never have 
complyed with the Terms which they had order to propoſe, tho 
for the ſecurity of 
their Lives, Liberties, Laws and Religion. And how he hath 
ſince obſerved them, or anſwered the cnd unto which Goyern:- 
ment it {elf is ordained, may be caſely underſtood by his many a&ts of 
barbarous Tyranny over the poor people , and the flavery under 
which the whole Nation doth groan. But ſecing his Majeſtics Ad- 
miniſtration over the Kingdom of Scotland will come afterwards 
under a furtherconſideration; we ſhall in this place therefore on - 
ly mention ſome few things, by which all mankind may know, 
whether he hath, Rulcd there for the Subjects ſafety and good, or 
whether he hath not in the whole exerciſe of his Authority, .de- 
ſigncd andpurſued their ruine. How Fay thouſands of the math 
2 godly 


| 


| 
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godly and induſtrious" people of the Nation , are driven from 


their Habitations , only becauſe they refuſe to hear the confor- 
mable Clergy» while in the mean time all the Papiſts are not only 
indulged, but encouragedandadvanced? Nor are they to be ca- 
ſely reckonedup, who vg been ſeiſed, andimpriſoned for months 
and years, without any inditment or legal proceſs againſt them. 
How many: have been cited to Courts, againſt whom they had 
nothing” to tharge,' only in hope to obtain; ary advantage againſt 
them, as ſuppoſing that they would not ſwear. How are perſons 
—_— not.only to-accuſe themſelves, but put upon the Rack 
and Torture, when thereis not ſo much as a foregoing preſump« 
tion of there guitt ? What advantage did they take of the inſur- 
re&ion in 1666, to FS rt an Army of barbarous Highlanders 
to ſpoile and ravage whole Countreys. For'their method is firſt 
by oppreſſion to drive people to defend themſelves; and then to 
deſtroy them under the pretence of — been in Rebellion. 
It is moſt evident. by a, ſaying which I thal here mention of the 
Duke of Totks, that they 'long for fuch an oportunity, in order to 
have ſome grounds to pps all that refuſe to be Papiſts and 
Slaves.. For having one day charatter'd Sober Diſſenters to be worſe 
than the wildeſt, he added that if he might have his wiſh, he would 
have themall Turn Rebels and goeto Arms. Noris it tobe expreſl- 


ed how many are impoveriſhed and ruined upon the occaſion of 


the rifing in. 1679. even of thoſe that were {o far innocent of it, 
as to haye marched under the Kirigs Banners againſt them thar 
were*up..' For having made it Criminal ro entertain or diſcourſe 
with thoſepoor Soules, whom they themſclves have partly delud- 
ed andrtrick't, and partly by rapine and oppreſſion forced into the 
ficld; they" thereupon impriſonand ruine vaſt numbers for the hor- 
rid crimes, of having ſeen or {ſpoken with ſome of them, or, be« 
cauſe they did not difcoyer or apprehend them when they fancy 
theymight. So boldandimpudent are they grown inrheir delignof 
ruining that poor Nation, , or cxtirpating all thatare either honeſt 
men ,or Proteſtants out of it, that they do not think fit any longer 
to hide or conceal it, Witneſs as well that ſpeech of the preſent 
Lord Chanceloys one Way-at the Council Boord, that there was not 
an boneft man to the weſt of Edinbrough”, but that they all were Re- 
bel; ; Asthat ſaying of the Dakg of Torky tothe King himſelf, rhat 
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it would never do well, till all on the Southſide of Forth were made 
« hunting field. For which barbarous ſaying being neither puniſh 
ednor rebuked by his Majeſty, Lmay boldly fay thart it is thereby 
become the Kings own. And as we have thus ſeen, how ill they have 
conſulted the peace , happineſs, and proſperity of their Subjects in 
their Government over Scotland ; ſo upon examination, we ſhall 
not find, that they have much better ſtudied the good and ſafety of, 
their people in England, It was a plain indication of what we may ( 
expect from his Majeſty, that ſoon after his Return , he juſtified the | 
bloody Maſſacre committed by the Papitts in the year 1641. in Ire- 
land. For the Lord Antrim apearing at the Coure of Claymes guil- 
ry of thoſe execrable Murders and of that horrid Rebellion, and: | 
being thereupon to foreſeit his Eſtate as he juſtly deſerved; the 
King by a Letter under his own hand as well tothe privy Council as 
to that Court, avowed that whatſoever the ſaid Lord had done , it 
was by PR and Authority from his Father todort. Whereby 
as he hath inſtructed us ina matter in which before we were doubt- 
ful; ſo he hath made his Father, (in avouching his Authori 
that bloody Maſſacre) the greateſt Tyrant that ever Raigned. 
And if this be true that his Son has charged upon him, - there is: [ 
as litrl credit to be given to the m_ words of ſomeKings, as 

: 


tothe Tyburx Speeches of Prieſts and Jeſuites. Nor did that Martyr 
die ſo innocent, as his friends had hop*d. But could there be a greater _ 
evidence of the Kings ſeeking the deſtruction of his Subje&s, than 
kis being conſcious off and acceſſory to the burning of London. 
Nor can it beparallell'd by any thing of that kind; but by Nero's 
firing Rome. With what pleaſure did his Majcity look upon theſe 
Flames, and how carcfully did he employ his Guards to hinder the 
oplefrom removing their goods. All his trouble was , that the 
whole they had, didnort periſh inthe ſame fires with their houſes. 
How faithfully did he and his Brother, ſeetothe diſmiſſing and dif- 
charging diverſe that were taken in the very Fact.i The people 
were ordered to bring all they apprehended ro Whithebal and Sr. 
Pames;but it was not that they might be kept, but to reward the good- 
ſervice they had done, and to giverhem an oportunity to Eſcape. 
The Committie of Parliament appountedto inſpect the fire, traced 
it fo far, that they behoved to-letit alone, unlefs they would have 
proceeded to arraign the Duke and chargethe King I tremblejro y 
| C3 think 
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think of the informations given to the Chairman of that Comittie, 
which coſt the poor Gentleman his life, leaſt by diſcovering what 
he hadlearned, he might ſtain the honor of the King and endanger 
| the life of the Duke. And I am much miſtaken, it fome of thoſe 
W- « that have been guilty of Nero's Crime, -come not at laſt ro Nero's 
Fate. There remained nothing to be done afterthis, for the ſhow- 
ing how that inſtead of Governing for the good of his people, he 
intended to Rule only for their hurt; but that having conſumed theur 
dwellings and Eſtates, he ſhould in the next place either by clande- 
ſtine or open way*s, attempr upon and ſeck to deſtroy their lives. 
'That therefor* which we hall in the ſecond place lay open, 1s the 
Aſſaſſinations and Murders, whereof He and his Darling Brother 
have been guilty , and what have been their Conſpiracies againſt 
the lives of multitudes , which only the mercy and providence of 
God could, and have prevented. Nor ſhallI inſiſt upon the Death 
of that Noble perſon my Lord Zncas, though in all probability 
it ought to be filed to the account of his Majeſty and his Royal 
Highneſs. Yect ſceing I haveno other Evidence of that but vulgar 
Fame, I will not be1o injurious to them, nor unjuſt to my felt, as 
| to brand them with ir. But asto the barbarous aflaſſination com- 
mitred upon Sr. Edmond Bury Godfrey ; it is certain that it was 
4 done by the countenance and connivanceof the King as well as by 

the contrivance and expreſs command of the Duke. A little open- 

ing of the cauſe and occaſion, and a ſhorr relation of the effe&s con- 
ſequences and Events, which enſued upon it ; will both enlighten 
us the Truth of this matter, and confirm our Beliet concerning 
the Authors off, and acceſlories to it. That worthy Gentleman 


_—_——__ 


had received an information upon Oath from Dr. Oats about a 
plott of rhe Papiſtsagainſt our Law, Livesand Religion, and that 
/ the Jcſuites in order to make way for Tork's aſcent tothe Throne, 
(whom of the two Brothers they took to be moſt zealous to their 
cauſe) haddeſigned to kill the King. And finding ſomething in the 
Depoſition to reflet upon Mr. Coleman , with whom he had an ac« 
quaintance and familiarity, he thereupon took an oportunity of 
letting him know what information he had received, and of tg{l- 
ing him that the way to juſtify his own innocency , was to copitri- 
bute all his endeavours and aflittance to the hindring and prevexting 
fo bloody a deſign. But Mr. Coleman inſtead of gain{zying the 
ruth 


em 
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Truth of thoſe things which the Juſtice related , or of offering his 
endcayoures to obſtrudt the procedure , and defeat the ſuccets of 
ainſt our Laws, Liberties , aud Religion , but that it was a 
yanced fo far, and ſeconded by perſons of that quality in the Nas 
tion and Figurein the Government, that there was no poſhbility 
to give a lett or diſſapointment unto it. And particularly he told 
him, that the King was the principal Author, and Chief Promo. 
ter of the whole deſign of overthrowing the Proteſtant Religion 
and altering the Government. W hich Coleman calling to remem- 
brance after his commitment to Newgate, and confidering there» 
upon that Sr. Edmond would make aſecond witneſs againſt him; he 
therefore not only gott the Duke to be informed of his own danger, 
bur that his Highneſs and others whom in converſation with the 
juſtice he had mentioned, would be brought upon the ſtage. To 
which he received from his Highneſs this return, that he ſhould 
not be apprenhenſiveof any danger from Sr. Edmond, ſceing their 
ſhould be a way found of preventing his hurting Coleman or any 
Body elſe. And that he was thereupon barbaroutly murdered we 
all know, but we have hitherto wanted the honelty and courage 
to make Whitebal and St. Famessanſwer forit. Was it not at the 
Gate of the Kings Palace that this aflaſlination was committed, and 
was not the murdered Body concealed for ſeveral dayes in fome of 
the Apartments of Somerſet houſe. By whotfe authority bur the Kings, 
could the Gate be ſoſtrictly guarded all that time,and the people de. 
nyed the wontcd liberty of acceſs into the houſe? Nor would the 
Queen and Dutcheſs of Portſmouth have ventured to goc and vicuthe 
Body whileit lay there concealed; butrthat they knew the Gentle. 
man was deſtroyed by his Majelties allowance if not by his come 
mand ? And does not his protecting not only the Queen and 
Duke, but the Earl of Danby from the juſtice of the Law when . 
charged with that murder,lay him under the reproach and infainy of 
it belore men, and under the dreadfull guilt of it before the great and 
Righteous God. Theprmcpal motive that influenced to this horrs - 
id murder, was Colemans having ackowledged to Sr. Edmond , that 
the King as well as the Duke were in the Conſpiracy to alter the 
Conſtitution and overturn our Religion. And can we then believe 
that he would be leſs willing to have hum dettroyed, than his my 
was? 


the plot; he not only acknowledged that there was a — | 
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was? None was at that time ſo orry for thedeteCtion of that part 
of the plot as the King , nor hath any laboured fo vigourouſl 

ſince to bafle the belict of tas he hath don. But were he never {o 
innocent from all acceſſion to that bloody fat, yet being don at 
the inſtigation of his Brother and the Chief-Minmfler, whom he de- 
tends from being puniſhed for itas the Law requireth, heoughr 
to bear the impuration of it, and to have it charged upon his ac- 
count. And that murder does in the whole complexion of it, fo 
reſemble the temper, andexpreſs the good nature of his Majeſty, 
that it were to detract from his wit as well as his Malice, not to 


_ ownhim in conjunction with his Brother forthe Author of it. And 


our finding him the deſigner off, and ſuborner unto conſpiracies 
againſt the lives of multitudes, gives us juſt reaſon to conclude 
that he would not ſtand out from a plot againſt the life of one Gent= 
leman. Forthat the King was theprincipal Author of al that part 
of the Popith plot, which related to the overthrowing our Laws, 


_ theextirpating our Religion, and thedeſtroyingrhechicfand moſt 


zealous Proteitantsin the Kingdom , hath not only appeared by the 
confeſſion of ſeveral perſons concerned and employed in it , bur 
wasackowledged by Coleman both to Sr. Edmend Bury Godfrey and 
to the Commitrie of of Parhament that examined him in Newgate. 
And as nothing influenced theſe Gentlemen to conccal this part of 
his Confeffion in the Report which they made of it to the Houſe, 
bur their pitty and compaſſion ro his Majeſty, and the unalterabl 
aſſe&tion which they bear ro Monarchy ; fo I dar both appeal to 
them asto the Truth of what 1s here delivered, and do affirmupon 
the word of a Gentleman, that thy have frequently related this to 
their Friends. Nor had his Majeſty ſooner failed in his hopes, of de- 
ſtroying us by means of the Popiſ h conſpiracy ; but heimmediatcly 
fell npon ruining his Proteſtant Subje&ts, by Sham plots. in endea» 
vouring to ger them belieyed guilty of a combination againſt his 
perſon and Government, In order hereunto were all the Corners 
of the Nation ſearched, and the very Geal:s raked, to find inſtru- 
ments fit to be ſubordned and monies to this Royal and Great 
Stare purpoſe and delign. Upon this Forge of his Majcſtics good in» 
clinations to ſuck the blood of Proteſtants, have been framed the 
bleſſed projects of the Meal Twb , of ſeifing the King at Oxfore, of 
levying war in Cheſ bire, and of ſubduing the Guards by a Rabl 
and 
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gotten tumulruoufly together in London. - And as they. have 


tobe 
foughtro involve the nobleſt and beft men in the-Kingdom in the 


wt andd of thele Sham-confpiracies ; fo there js no meannebs 
nor baſeneſs which his Majeſty hath not ſtoopt unto in order to 
compaſs and effe&t ir, For he hath not only with his own hand 
brib%d' Vile Raſcals with moncy, but careflcd; bugg'd and kiſſed 
miſcreants, whotn a vertuous perſon would not converſe with , and 
all ro renderthem' bold, ſecret and zealous in purſuing the: inftra- 
Ftions he gave them of ſwearing loyal and innocent Gentlemen out 
of their hives. Dangerfield, Fitzharris, Smith , Fitz, Gerrard, toge- 
ther with other villains ro whom nothing isvile that can be gainful, 
are the Tools he hath corrupted, and laboured to deſtroy us by. 
Andfuch as:Monmonth, Shaffsbury; Eſſex, Mackiesfield and hundreds 
more of the pR__ Peers and Gentlemen of the Nation, werethe 
perſons by whoſe murder he hath ſonght ro pave the way to Popery, 
and advance hinaſclf roan Arbitrarineſs over our Laws, Perſons and 
Eſtates. It would make a modeſt man bluſhto bear only reported, 
what ways and methods, his Majeffy, Brother 'and Aimfters have 
taken, to: corrupt and ſuborn debquched and'neceſfitous' perſon; 
to {wear fuch'as have no-crime , but thete being Pror and 
Patriots bf their Countrey, our of their fortunes and lives, And 
whoſoever will not proſtitute themlielves to beinſtruments of the 
Kings Tyranny, or at leaſt be contented to be.Vaſſalsand Slaves, 
mult'be become ſacrifices to his Rage, . and make expiation forthe 


* crimes of loving their Rehigion and Countrey ;: with the: forcfei- 


ture of their Eſtates and their Blood. And+yert tinder all this, [they 
have not oy been itted with fafety roRule and Reign, but 
theSubjeRts have all along payd them, a conſtant andyninterrupt- 
ed obedtence. So that no Prince could have lefs cauſe to <o_ his 
people, i if for ſeveral yearritaft paſt ;chey bad made 31 their buſineſs 9,1 
to promote fedition and ſeek the Rune of Hint and the! Government. 


' For under all the provocation the Kinghath.' given' rhem', by 


plainly ſecking to enthrall and deftroy them ;contrary to rhe great 
end unto which all Governours are appoinred-and ordained, : yet 
they have rather choſen patiently to ſuffer, than to have recourſe 
to- violence for their deliverance from -this 'high' oppreſſion:and 
Tyranny.” Which whether they were '6bhged unto by.theic duty, 


Cc, 
I ſhall 
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F ſhalt:not determine; but I dar affirm that:our Anceſtors would ' 
never have connived attheſe things in their Princes, which we have - 
with ſo much patience undergone and born at his Majeſtics hands 

Arid inſtead of being commended by Neighbouring Nations for 
our peaceableneſs' and: loyalty , we are become. deſeryedly re- 
proached for-a cowardly and ſervile pa For this is grafted 1n- 
to the minds gf all Mankind, that when a Ruler, indirect oppoſi- 
tion tothe End whereunto heis1nſtituted, 1s'tranfported to ſcek 
the ruine-of a vaſt as well as innocent Numberof his people; he 
forefeits his Right to Reign, and the Subjects are juſtifiabPinde- 
fending and vindicaring themſelves, 


\..- Having thus Yeclared., ffom whom-all Magiſtrates Origi 
derive/ their Authority: , and-unto what. Ends thay are inſtituted 
and appointed; wecomeinthenext place to make ſome enquuty inr- 
tothe Natureand Conſtitution: of the Government of England and 

: Scorland, thar we may the better underſtand how il} his Majeſty 

'harh compiyed withthe fundamental Laws of his Dominjons , and 

:howliulhc hatwobſerved the Oarhs which he 1sunder of Govern- 

'img by'thent! Albeir the firft-inftiturion. and appointment of Go- 
vernment'be from God, yet the pitching upon this or.that Form. 
of it, hath its Original and Ordination from men. God hath not 
x6ſtrained all Nations ro one. Speezes or Mode of Goyernment, but 

th left m-a0 he! people: t9-pitch upon that kind of Government 

-Which is moſt agreable_ro-their, candition.,arid moſt ſuited to-their 

\Ballance) Nor 8 Monarchy more ot God, thana Republich ts. | And as 
L'know none of another judgment, bur ſomeot the Sycophant En- 

-gliſh -Clergy., and ſome of our Aſpiring Common- Lawers; who as 
as they have litle knowledg, in Politicks, ſorheir underſtandings arc 


.; byazdrecthis opinion\by/their-interſt. A.Commen-wealth may be 


-unfntable roithe- genius ofſome Nations, but itisaslawful where it 
/is chofets bythe Commungy cas; Kinpſhip can be. . And as-the peo- 

plehave tbeElefting of the Form of Government under which they 
- will:irve; fo it:belongs untothem rodeſign:the Familie or. Perſon, 
 in/wbor Riule and Authority ſhall be veſted. No--man is born 


>witha; Lepetonhisbreaft Commuſſionating him to,Govern, . bug all 
- 'ftand upon the fatae L494} the. yore ofthe Majority confer 


1s true that a 
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Nation haying ſetled the Priviledg of Governmentin a particular 
Family , their poſteriry are bound to acquieſce in it, till the fat 
and preſervation of the peopl abſolve them, and give them a dif- 


 penſation to make another choice. And by the fame Right that 


our Anceſtors elefted ſuch a'Family to govern over them for their 
ood and happineſs, may we renounce and depoſe them, when we 
nd that inſtead of conſulting our peace and benefit, they only 
endeavour our Ruine. For altho we ſhould admit that our Fa-' 
thers might ſubje& themſelves toflavery, yet it does not follow 
that they canentaile Bondage uponrus. Ther Eſtates they may alie- 
nate to the Crown, being the fruit of their perſanal labour and 
their own acquiſitions; burthe Tenor by which we hold anintereft 
inourlifesand liberties, deſcends not from them, but is yeſted in 
us by our Creator and Maker, And OY any Patt 'or 
cement that the Forefathers of a people can make to ſubject 
rhemſelvesto the luſt, will and Defpotical pleaſure of Governors; 
yet their Offipring may claim the benefit of the Divine Charter and' 
vindicate themſelves into a humane Liberty. 'Nor does the ſetling 
authority in a Family, preclude thepurting by the next perſonin ſuc« 
ceſſion , when he hath given indications before band of his intentions 
to Tyranniſe over the people. For as even where the Succeſſion 
1s made lineal, hethat comes to inherit, doth it not jure bereditario, 
but wi tegis; ſo none can be ſuppoſed ro have @ Right to ſucceed, 
bur in Order to the great and effential End of Government, and” 
for the reaſons of publick benefit and uriliry upon which they con. 
deſcended toeſtablith fuch a Family over them. And as 1t belongs to 
the people to chuſe the Species of Government under which they 
will be, and appoint the way of Succefhon, and the medium of 
conveying Authority tothoſc that ſhall afterwards inhenit; So hav- - 
ing an antecedent property m their lives ,libertiesand Eſtates, they 
may contract with thoſe whomrhey deſign roſett over them, thar 
they ſhall medle with none of theſe, but upon and according to 
the Terms which they agree and capitulate. Nor is any more after 
this lawfulto the Prince, than what' the Community have con- 
ſented thall be ſo. Thus no King can have more power than what 
by the Rules of the Conſtitution 1sallowedunto him; and to with- 


ftand him in ing at more, is not to reſiſt Legal Power, but 
oppreſſion and yiolence. For a _ PX no further A— 
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than according to the Laws of the Countrey ; neither -are- we- 
bound in any thing to obey him, but in what is conſonant to the 
Law of the Sa Nor 1s the ſtipulation between a Prince and 
ople meerly mutual ; but the people are only conditionally 
by to him, whercas he is abſelute/y bound unto them. Kings 
without the liberty of any reſerve, arc obliged to, govery their 
Subjects according to Law ; but Subjects-are not obliged ro obey 
them,/aveupon rhe condition & Terms of their doing ſo, And when- 
ſoever Princes violate the fundamental Contracts that are betwixt 
them.and the people, the Community isno longer ſubjected to them 
by Law,but they that were de juretheir Subjects before, are rhen ab- 
ſolved and freedfrom their Fealty and Allegiance. He hath no bn 
upon his people by the Oath.which they have taken to him ;; who 
is perfidious and deſpileth the Oaths that he hath taken to them. 
Nor are theſe things meerly. founded upon the cleareſt evidence 
of Reaſon, bur they are principles upon which all Regulated 
Governments do ſublift. Shake or weaken any of theſe Maxim's,, 
and all Contracts before:-hand with Monarchs are but folly and pa - 
geantry. And whoſoever writes or JERRen any other politicks , 
—_ to be eſteemed betrayers of their Couatrie. to oppreſſion. 
flavery , and inftigator's of.Kings to Arbitraryneſs and Ty- 


ranny. | 
Now no Nation in the world, hath more carcfully provided for: 
1s happinck and liberties under Rulers, than our Auceſtor?s did ny 
the Pats and Fundamental Laws of our Conſtitution, -For asour 
King is only King by Law ; {e-be Governerb not his people by a Regat 
Power, but s Polstick, The King, ſayth Braftor,, ts under the Law, 
becauſe the Law both makes bim King, and gives him his power. He, 
hath netonly, ſfayth Fleta, the Law for his Superior by which he. 15 
King, but his Court of Earls and Barons. And Bratonadds, that if 
he Rule fine freno, id eft ne lege, otherwiſe than according to Law, 
the Peers ought ei frenum ponere, to reſtrain and bridle him. And as he 

is choſen to adminiſter juſtice equally to all his Subjects , fo fay's 

Bratton , be is no longer King than dum bene regit , while he rules well, 
but Tyrannus, # Tyrant, whenſoever be opprefſeth the people that ars 

trufed to his care and Government. And as bis whole power , 55 6 

power to dogood , andnottodo burt; fo be can donotbing as 4 King, bus 
what he canlegally do. The Oaththat either is or ought to betaken, 


by 
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by. or Princes at. their coronation y is thet they wil Govern the 
le according to Law, and preſerve all their Cuftomes and Fran- 

chiſes unto them. And by the expreſs words of Magna Chart, ,,, ,ror. 
they-are bound ner to deny, nor {0 much as delay infice wuro any. vi. 25. 54.5 
Inaword, we have theſameintereſt by the Law in our propriety , 
that. the King hath, in his Regaldigpity ;, and thoall things be ſu 
jected to his Authority, yet no ng 18 left to his arbitrary will. 

herefore He is {aid rodono wrong , becauſe he can do nothing, 
but whatthe Law.impowers hims- Aad as thefeare ſome of the el- 
ſenial ingredients of the Conſtitution of our Government; fo the 
having themoblervedlycs in the duty of the Prince;& the happineſs 
of the people, And if at any time the tormerKings of this Realm were 
toundio nvadethe Rights & hhberties of their people;ourAnceſtors' 
not. oaly thought it lawful, bur j {-it their duty by force and 
Armgsto oppoleand withſtand them. They not only managed oper 
war againſt King Zohbn, and Henry the third, for | depot upon 


ther Lawsand liberties; bur forthe tame reaſon they depoſed both 
Eqpyardand Richard the Second. Their word was, Notlwmus leges 
Se/e4 mutars,. That they world not ſuffer the Laws of England to be 
obanged,, andaccordingly they took care to convey them to us, tho» * 
often preſeryed withthe expence of their blood. Surely if the de- 
parted ſoules of our predeceflors, have.any knowledg of the affai- 


(30) | 
our Laws, as confirmed andeftabliſhed by them. For otr Par 
laments have not only enaRted-many 'S:arutes for the preſervation ' 
of proteſtancy, but have made T; reaſonin whoſoever thall attempr - 
the ſeduCtion of the meaneſt Subje& ro rhe Churchof Rome. And 
Andas by the'Laws of Englandas well Scotland, no Papiſt is'to be 
reputed alo USES > {o they are by law debarred-and excluded 
ſrom all Offices of .Power and Truft inthe ſeveral and 'refpe&ive 
Kingdoms. Both the Allegiance which we ſwear to our Prince, 
and the Supremacy , now veſted in'himbyLaw over his Subjects, 
preſuppole his being aProteſtant;& providethar none butProteſtant 
Subſects ſhall be held or deemedloyal. 'But alaz! notwithſtanding - 
all the ſecurity which we have tor our Religion borh-by the Sature 
Law of the Kingdoms, and by his Majefties Oath as well as his ma- 
ny repeated Promiſes and Declarations; yet he hath all along carried 
on adeſign, which js now brought to maturity,of extirpating Prote- 
ſtancy, and introducing Romiſh Superſtition and Idolatry. Which 
that he might the more ſecurely do, the obtained by means of pro- | 

| teſtations and ſolemn afleyerations of his zeal for ourReligion, the 
oetring it cnatted by the Penfronary Parliament, Anno 1662: tharit 

1hould be forefeiture of Eftate and impriſonement , for any to ſay the 

King was a Papift, or anintroducer of Pepery. And yet at that very 

time he was both himſelf aPapiſt , andunder promuſes and obliga» 

tions tothe Pope and the Romiſh Clergy, to deſtroy our Reli- 


$jon , and to bring in, and eſtabliſh-theirs. For Ido aftrmwith all 
the ſacredneſs that becomes a Chriſtian , and the utmoſt veraci 
that isrequired ina man, that I am afſured ofthis, both by aletrer 
under his own hand Anno 1652. to the Pope, and by Atteſtations 
/ from Ocular witnefles who often faw him at Maſs during his Exile. 
; Nay the' Letter was once printed in Whitelockes Memoirt, but 
| jp an apprehenſion of danger which it might bring the friends 
of the Author , as well as the Printer into, it was ſuppreſſed be 
fore the publiſhing of the Book. And for his Royal Highneſs and 
dearly beloved Brother, it is known bath to ſome of the Engliſh 
Clergy anddiverfe Gentlemen, "that he'was reconciled to the 
Church of Rome long beforethe Reſtoration. Therearetwo Ori- 
gina] letters yet extant}, and to be forthcomming upon occafion, 


wherein one of the Kings own Chaplains that was upon the ſpott 
| when it was done , imparts and laments it toBP, C. And wemuft 
give 
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| arteey Dake. of. York the preference inthis to his Majeſty, that he 
ath at laft openly ownedand avowed what he is; while the Kin 
(whois as much a Papilſt'as he ) declines. the aknowledging of tt, 
andunder the'yaile of a Proteſtant; does the more ſeurely under 
mine our Religion, and promotetheintereſt and'concernments © 
the Church oft Rome. Yet this I'am obliged to add, tho it may 
feem = rm eve his Highneſs ſincerity in Religion to- 
" wards God}, that henotonly concealed his ways © Papiſt fp divet- 
fe yearsafter his Reconciliation to the Church of Rome, but that 
he would not havedeclared himſelfſoſfoon as he did, had henor been 
neceſſitated untoitby a Trick and TuggP of the King. The ſtorym | 
ſhort isthis, The Papiſts having for along time waitedthe necom= 
'pliſhmenr of his Mijeſties Oaths & Promiles for reſtoring their Re- 
'bgion; and having annually contributed a great ſurm of 
towards'the effetting it; they at lenth grew ſullen and would ad- 
" Vance no more, 'unlcſscither the King or his Brother would open= 
ly declare themfelyes for Popery. Which the' Kitig - for reaſons 
' known to himſelf ayoiding to do, and not being abby all his 11a- 
| re to perſwade his Brother thereunto; he artlaſkbettioughr 
"himſelf of this project, of getting the Queen to write a letter inti- 
' mating her purpoſe:iof with drawing into a Monefteryy/which ſhe 
* was to leave upon-hercloſet Table, that her Prieſts according to 
concert before- hand , having there ſeiſed it, mightcary it 'ro the 
Duke: Upyn which his Highneſs being zealous that the King upon 
"'the-Queeny felinquishing of his Majeſty-mighe marry agaih and 
© thereby deprive htm ofthe hapes of tuccceeding whieh he 15 {6 fond 
off, andthirfts ſo much; after; did/upon obtaining a-previous-afſu- 
rance, that! incaſe he declared himſelf _ / ſhe ſhould not 
withdraw , immediately pull off his his maſk, and renounce com- 
"- munion with the Church of England. And having hereby engaged 
"all rhe Papiſts'tohis perſon and intereſt, (arid thar the-more- ealcly 
becauſe many of them were ignorant of the Kings being asintirely 
' affectionate unto'their Religion as his Brother, and/moſt of them 
doubrful of his zeal and courage to goe through wih the deſign 
- incaſe it met with any conliderabl oppoſition) , that which m the 
"next place remained for him to do,- was to ſecure hmſelt from all 
'-apprehenſions}” of beingſupplantetl by the Duks of Monmouth, in 


# 


"op cxpediuiphs which be bad of tho Crown. Farahurexcullentand) | 


Fay 


VA 


the Proteſtam Religion , -obtaimed a d del | 
the hearts of all people, that arecirher good Engliſhmenorfincere 


_vailed with the King to require the 


| and{uppreſling it abr 


| ater acouns, B may lye upon 'the memory, of, the; Man. u 


valourousPrince,who hath nothing to diparage hiea bur his relation 
to the Family ,. had by the merit of hus and his integrity, in 


# 


great and deſerved eſteem in 


for the Retormed Worſhip. And thereforetorob him of this love, 
and to put him into the ſame circumſt with himſelf, he per” 

Dake of Monmauths toturn Pa- 
pift.. Which his Majeſty outof tendernefsto-the: Popiſh cauſe, as 


well as to gratify his Brother undertook to do; andaccordin ly 
fenthim into France under an expreſs command that he ſhould in 
.the moſt publick manner reconcile himſelf there to the Church of 
- Rome. [And from, the Duke of Aonmenth, preterri 
,Godan this matter, .to his obedience tothe King, have. fprung all 
_ bis loſles, reproaches, and miſtortunesfince. For this be-hath 


tus, fidelity to 


deprived of All his places, made the Subject of allowed and publick 
uies, -andhath had his Honor, Liberty and Life conipired a- 


oblo 
| pros] But whereas all theſe things may be thought only to be c- 
- yidences of the King and Duke of Tork their being Papifts themſcl- 
ves +.;but not ſufficient, demonſtrations. of his Majetties, and Bro- 
..thers deſignestoextitpate the-Proteftant Religion our off Eggland, 
\ Scotland and Ireland, and of their Endeavours to ruine it univer- 


{ally through the world. I ſhall thereforemore particularly dedu- 
ceand relate their carriage and behaytour, both for the weakmng 

Rn; and the delirogmng and jul erting..1t at 
home.  Hiscareand tenderneſs for rhe Prote in France, may 


- beconjectured-from this, thatthe firſt Edifs by Lewis the .14-for 


their perſecution, bear date with the time and year of his Majeltics 
Reſtoration. And from that day to-this, inſtead of intereiting or 


' concerning himſelf in thew behalf, he hath, countenanced. and en- 


.couraged their opprefiion. Oliver Cromwel Anno 1657. had noſoon- 
er heardof an apprehenlion and fear that ghe Reformed in the South 


| ou of Frange were'under. of a perſecution; /but he zmmediarely 
c 


ſtirred himſelf in their favour , and by a lettcr to Cardinal AMa- 
z&rine prevented and ſtop't the rage which was intended againſt 
them.; Which lam ſure was anaGt ot great loyalty to God, what- 


othex/ accounts; But can wofor'get the Story! of ,Adonſfiaur Rohayx, 
;who coming into England, to acquaint his Majeſty with the Reſo- 
lutions 


un & © & do ln Rn 


(332 


lutions taken at P4ris to perſecute, and if poſſible to root out the 
Reformed in France, and having ropole ſuch overtures to the 
King as would have greatly proved for his glory and intereſt, and 
yet imported nothing contrary to the allegiance of that poor 
people; He remitted him to the Duke of York who. not only in- 
formed the French Ambaſſador of the errand the Gentleman was 
come upon, , but-placed him behind the hangings to hear what- 
ſoever Monſr. Rehanx had to repreſent and ſay. Which albeit the 
Ambaſlador could not but. abtor in them, and was aſham'd of 
in himſelf; yet he could dono leſs than to inſtrutt his Maſter of 
what he had ſcenand heard. - And as thercupan the poor Gentle- 
man was at his remove from Englavd warcti'd and purſued ; So 
being. apprehended upon the, border. of Switzerland, he was 
thence carried back to Paris, and; broken upon: the Wheel, No 
have the King and Duke been fatiſfed to.have. betrayed as well 
as abondoned the Proteſtants in France ; but they , have with 
the utmoſt malice which Popery could wnſ{pure. into them, ſought 
the Deſtruction of the Seven Provinces, and principally upon the 
account of their. being Proteſtants. States, and for giving thelter 
to thoſe who being perſecuted elſe where for Religion flie and re- - 
tire thither for protection and ſafety. For knowing what they in- 
tended in due time to bring upon Proteſtants at Home, they thought 
it adviſcable to deftroy thei Proteſtant States. abroad firſt, that 
there might not remain a Sanctuary for their perſecuted Subjects 
to betake themſelves for thelrer untg., And abating this and one 
ground more of our Quarrel with theſe States, never wasa War 
undertaken upon more unjuſt and frivolous pretences,, than theſe 
two which the King entred upon againſt the Seven Provinces ann 
1665. and 1672. Nor can any thing juſtify the diſcretion and wil- 
dom of thoſe Wars, had they not been calculated inſubſerviency 
to the promoting Popery and Slavery ; ſecing upon all other 
rounds which the minds of men can ſuggeſt, itisthe' intereſt of 
England ropreſerve the Government of Holland asitis. Can we 
have a truer account of the Grounds upon which the two Mo- 
narchs of France and England agreed and concerted the War againſt 
Holland 1672. than by the repreſentation which the Ambaſlas 
dors of the French King made of, it at Rome and YViewna, For 
tho his publick Declaration bore no more, but that it wasto ſeek 
Reparation for the Diminwtion of his Glory; yet the account he 
E gave 
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gave to the Pope of his undertaking that War , was that he did it 
for theextirpating herefie. And in the ſame manner he ſoughr to 
juſtifie the, piety of that enterpriſe to his Imperial ky » by 
faying that rhe Hollander: were a peopt' that had forſcken God, and 
were- Hereticks, and that all good Chriflians were bound to aſſociate 
and unite for thiir extirpation. From whence we. may not only 
judg wat kind of Chriſtian our bleſſed King 1s, bur thar the true 
reaſon of his uniting with France inthat War, was to deſtroy theſe 
Proteſtant Dutch Hereticks, And that we may yet more fall un- 
derſtand the motive upon which his Majeſty embark*rinthat bloo- 
dy and expenſive quarrel ,. it is worthy of our remark how thar 
when the French King had maderhis one of the Demands upon 
which he would be contented ro receive the: States into his ancient 
Friendſhip , ' v1z. that they ſhould nor only allow the publick exer- 
ciſe of the Romish Catholick Religion throughout all the -united Provin- 
| ces, but that they ſhould appoint a Salary, to: the Curate or Prieſt 
| allotted tothe Churches which the Papiſts by that demand were to en- 
| joy; the King of England being no leſs concerned infavour of Po- 
| perythan the Frencb, told the States by his Pleniporentiaries that 
without their conceſſion of the foregoing demand of his Majeſty of Fran- 

ce he could nor return to peace with them, So thatnot only from the 
Motive upon which that War was commenced, but from the 
propoſals which he required them to conſent unto in order to a 
peace, we bhavea moſt convincing proof borh ofhis Majeſties being 
a zealous Papiſt, and of his. good inclination to the. extirpation as 
well as the weakning the Proteſtant Religion inthe Seven Provin- 
ces. And was not this'a moſt thankful acknowledgment and Ro- 
yal Requital to thoſe Provinces, for the many kindneſfles which 
they had wouchſaved him during his Exile, and for the favoures, 
bounty and honor which res oy ror unto him, when he made 
their Odtatrey the laſt Stage of his retreat in order unto his Re- 
turn to his Crowns and Kingdoms? Bur this muſt be aſcribed to his 
zcal for promoting rhe Catholick Religion, which atones for all 
Defectsin Juſtice and Gratitude, and ought to be imputed to the 
principles of roy wherewith he is wholly indued, which have 
the vertue toexpell all ingenuity and good nature. And asthe un- 
dertaking thoſe Wars was on our part wholly unjuft, unleſs his 
Majeſties good intention of promoting the Catholick cauſe by rhe 
ruine of-a Proteſtant State be ſufficient to render them righteous, 
{0 
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"ſo the laſt War Anno 1672. was begun with as little generoſity ,'as 
1t was reſolved upon without a juſtifabl reaſon. For contrary to ' 
all the meaſures of x ancient honor, ' as well as the Treaties of Allian- 
cethen in force between Holland and this Crown, did weas Pyrat's 
and Robbers atrack and fall upontheir S-irna Fleer March 12, 'an- 
no 1672, whereas we did not denounce War againſt them as be- 
came faire and generous Enemies till the 17. of that Mon'th. Nor 
was our commencing it without that warning which one State 
ought togive to another, and ſpecially while ther Ambaſſadors we- 
re in Treaty at Whithall with the ing and his Miniſters, more 
dillagreeabl to pnnciples of juſtice, honor, and vertue ; than 
ſome of the arts and methods by which we ſought to condu@ and 
manage it, were baſeand infamous. For when wecould not ſub- 
due and-conquer them by our Courage and Valour; his Royal 
Highneſs with the knowleg and connivance of the King ,inſtigated, 
ſuborned andbribed two indigent and deſperate villaines to goe over 
and burn their Ships as they lay in their Harbour. Whereot thoone 
if not both of the miſcreants whom they-employed, received the 
.deſerved-reward, having been publickly executed at Amfterdame; 
= the Duke of Tork, and his Majeſty can never eſcape the dis- 
—_ and ignominy of ſo unprincely, ſneaking and unhoſtile a 
act. at 


Having thus briefly vieu'd, and with all the modeſty that the 
matter will admitt , related the carriage and behaviour of our 
Court for the weakning and —_— the Proteſtant Religion ab- 
road; weare next to conſider the Methods, ſtepsand Degrees by 
which they have ſought ro extirparte it, and deſtroy thole who 
with any zcaland ſincerity profeſs1t at home. Nor was itan incon- 
fderable advance tothe promoting the conſpiracy againſt our Re- 
ligion whenſoever they { hould returnintothe Kingdom , that they 
had during their Exile corrupred moſt of the pertons of Quality 
'who where in banishment with them, to renounce the Proteſtanc 
Doctrine and worſhip, and ſecretly reconcile themſelves to rhe 
Church of Rome. For as Mr. B. offeredto prove one day im the 
Penſionary houſe of Commons, that of all the perſons perſons of rank 

Note who ſojourned abroad with his Majeſty , there were but 
three then alive, who had not been prevailed uponto goeto Mals ; 
ſoIrhink my ſelfobliged injuſtice totheſe Gentlemen and duty P 
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the Nation, to let-the world know-that the three then ſurviving 
perſons who had remained conſtant to the proteſtant Religion, 
where Prince Rupert, My Lord Gerrard, now Earl of Mackles- 


field, and Mr. Henry Conventry. .Nor. were they ſooner reſtored, 


but they ſett themſelves by their influence as well as example, to 
ſeduce whomſoever they could conceive any hopes of- prevailing 
upon. Not ſo much. as a Wench: could ſecure unto herſelt the 
— ws amorous reſpects and aftections , unleſs the entredintothe 
beſome of the Romiſh Church and turned Papiſt. Which hath 
made the Dutcheſs of Cleveland often ſay , that ſhe did not em- 
brace the Catholick Religion out of any eſteem which ſhe had for 
it; bur becauſe ſhe could nor otherwiſe continue the Kings Mi- 
ſtreſs, and much leſs, remain Whore of Stare. Andifweturnour 
eyes towards 'thoſe who have been and ftill are chiefly emplo- 

ed under his Majcſty inthe Civil Miniſtry , we ſhall find that tho. 
be hath been ſometimes obliged by the neceſſity of his affaires, and 
in complyance with the times the better to palliate his deſignes, to 
make uſe of. perſons that were fincere and true Proteſtants; yet 
that they: whom he admitted into his fecrets', -and in whom he 
placed his 'Trutſt and Confidence, were alway*s Papiſts. Albeit by - 
the Statute Law of the Land, whoſoever is reconciled to Rome ſtands 
debarred from all Offices, and 1s made obnoxious to ſeveral kinds 
of punisghment; nevertheleſs our Gratious King, whois ſworn to 
Govern by Law, and who would have himſelt believed to be the 
beſt Proteſtant in his Dominions, hath out of that number choſen 
his Ambaſſadors, Generals, "Miniſters of State, yea and the Biſhops 
of the higheſt and molt principal Sees, What elſe recommended 
Sr. William Godolphin to be Ambaſſador in Spain, or Sr. Lionel 
Zenksns to be Plenipotentiarie at Nimwegen? And muſt it not be at 
cribed to the merit of their Religion, that Collonel Fitzgerald an 
Irish Papiſt was made Major General of the Forces at Blackheath , 
and thatthe Earl ot Darimenth rides now Admiral in the Mediter- 
ranean? It was the being zealous Catholicks that raiſed My Lord, 
Clifford tobe Treaſourer ;& which preferred the Earl of Danly both 
tothe Treaſourers Staff and the whole adminiſtration of Afﬀeaires.. 
Nor to any other Motive ſaving their being Papiſts, are we to attri- 
butethe advancement of Dy. Crew to the Biſhoprick of Durham, 
or the Exaltation of the preſent Arch Biſhop of Canterbury to that 


\\_Archi- Epiſcopal See, It was the obſeryation. how State prefer- 


ments 
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ments went, andan undoubted knowledg of what his Majeſties de- 
ſignes and intentions were , which' made My Lord Hallifax fay , 
that he foreſaw the comming in of Popery was not be avoided nor with- 
flood, and that therefor he was Uſelves to come in on horſeback with 
ir, Andlet a perſon be never fo inſtrumental in ſerving themin 
whatſoever elſe they purſue and drive at, yet if he do but ſcruple to 
concur with them for the overthrow of our Religion, not only in | 
the phanatick Modes, but in the legal and eſtabliſhed Form of 1t,- 
he preſently incursthe difpleaſure of our Prince and his Royal Bro- 
ther, and comes to be laid by as an improper and uſeleſs Tool. 
Thus after that Duke Lauderdale had ſerved and afliſted them in | 
their Tyrannous defignes, both to his own perpetual infamy, and } 
devaſtation if norruine of his Countrey ; yet becauſe hedemurred 
to act along with them for the eradication of Proteflancy and the -| 
erecting _— to be the National Religion , he was diſcharged 
from his Mmiſtry and Offices, and grew deſpiſed and contemned 
in his perſon. How are all the Laws made againſt the Papiſts 
which the Nation hath purchaſed for the ſecurity of our Rehgion 
by vaſt ſupplies given to the Crown , made inſignificant and uſeleſs 
nos-execution, and by perferring theſe into places of judicature 
and Truſt that area ſkreenand Fence unto the Catholicks, from 
theedg of thoſe weapons. Among the multitudes of people pro- 
ſecuted at this time br the Trangreſſion of penal Statutes made 
m reference to Religion; who of allthe Papitts find any cauſe to 
murmure or complain? For if by chance ſome one or other of that 
Charatter come to be preſented or indicted at the aſſiſes; Our du- 
rante Beneplacito judges find way*s to diſmiſs them without dam- 
mage or harm. Orif by means of ſome Proteſtants, who , as the 
Duke of York phraſeth it, have more zeal than diſcretion , any Ca- 
tholicks cometo be returned into the Exchecker ; yet ſuch is his 
Majelties affeRion to the Romish cauſe, that notwithſtanding 
the poverty of the Treaſury, hardly one man is madethe poorer 
by the Exaction of the forfeiture of the two thirds of their Eſtates. 
And as if the Trutt and Favour into which the Papiſts areadmitr- 
ed, andthe ſuſpending the Exccution of the Laws againſt them, 
were not plain and ſufficient indications of the conſpiracy of King 
and Court againſt our Religion, his zcal for them and mahce to 
us, hath made Him attempt once and again to make Trial of his 
Prerogative in diſpenſing with and ſuperceding the Force of all the 
| E 3 Laws 
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Laws untowhich'theyare obnoxious. Thus Anno 1663. there was 
a Declaration prepared and ready to be emitted to that purpoſe, 


- but was hindred and prevented by the oppoſitionwhich ſome per- 


ſons then neer the Helm made unto it. But what was at that time 
ftifled..in the birth, his Majeſty having further maturated, was 
delivered off in March 1672. For being united with the . French 
King to deſtroy the proteſtants Heret icks abroad, he could not do 
a thing moreagrecabl to ſuch a deſign, thanatthe ſame juncture to 
indulge Papiſts thE free exerciſe of their Religion, and to deprive 
his proteſtant Subjects of all the legal ſecurity thay hade for theirs, 
"T's true the Declaration bore that the. Phanaticks ſhould have the 
liberty of their Conſciences, and the benefit of that indulgence, as 
well as the Papiſts and Roman Catholicks. But alaz! rhat was 
only to have made thoſe honeſt, (but forthe moſt part ſhort ſight- 
cd) ſoules, inſtruments tojuſtifie his abſoluteneſs, and acceſlorie 
to his aſſumption of Arbitrary power overthe Law. And had his 
Majeſty been but oncein an acknowledged poſſeſſion. of a power 
todiipente with all Laws relative to Res, how ſoon could he 
by the ſame Authority have retracted the liberty granted by that 
Declaration to them, and by one of a new date veſted the whole 
favour of his indulgence upon his loyal Popi-hSubjects, Or can thoſe 
{o often wheedled and deluded Phanaticks have a clearer demon- 
ſtration of the hatred which his Majeſties entertains for them, and 
the defign which he caries onfor the extirpation of the proteſtant 
Religion which they profeſs ; than his cauſing to proſecute them 
from once cnd of the N ation to another upon all the Statutes to 
which.they are lyabl, and that at a ſcaſon when the union of all 
Proteſtants is ſo needful to our preſervation from the plots of the 
Papiſts,, and when the enjoying the love and confidence of all his 
people would beſo conducibl to render him ſafe at home and great 
abroad. But he knows bath the motives upon, meaſures by , and 
the Endsfor which beat this time perſecutes the Non-conformitlts; 
tho ſome of them may be ſo blind and ſtupid as not to underſtand 
and diſcern them I would fain ask theſe people of whom thouſands 
are excommunicated, impriſoned and haraſled, when not a Papiſt 
in the three Kingdoms 1s troubled or moleſted, whether this be 
not ſufficient to open their eyes, and make them ſee that what 
his Majeſty aims at, 1s the weaking the Proteſtant party, that ſo 
they may become the morecalic a prey to Popish rage and cruelty, 
when 
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when the bleſſed heure ſhall arrive for the execution of that bloo- 
dy attempt which they have been fo long travailing withall. 
This is the ſenſe which the Houſe of Commons 1n the laſt Weſtminſter 
Parliament had of theſe proſecutions , and accordingly voted . 
them betrayers of the Proteſtant intereſt in England, who at this time 
a day ſhall be found diſturbing or oppreſſing Diſſeuring Proteflans upon 
any of the penal Statutes relating to Non- conformity: What then do 
theſe bigotred. Church of England men, that are the Court Tools in 
perſecutng their Fellow Proteſtants, bur cut the graſs under their 
own feet, and make way for their own fate anddeſtiny , which is to 
be themſelves laſt devoured. But why dolI call them Church of En- 
gland men, it _ evident that many of them are Papiſts only un- 
derthat mask and _ and that others are!of no Religion , and 
therefore ready to be his Majeſties inſtruments-in perſecuting thoſe 
that have any. Nor can we have a more convincing proof that all 
this proſecution of Diſlenters isan effect of the C _— carying 
on againſt our Religion; than that itis don after four {eyerab Parlia- 
ments have been detxring and endeavouring, to have them indulged. 
For not only the two laſt Weſtminſter and the Oxford Parhaments, 
but even that unhappy aſſembly the Penſfronary Parliament, which 
at the Kings and Biſhops inſtigations had made ſo many ſevereand 
unreaſonableacts againſt Diſflenters!, cametothink of traming and. 
preparing Bills for the repeal of ſome of theſe Laws and mitiga» 
tion of others, to which they, were obnoxious. But his Majeity 
out of that malice which he bears to our Religion, finding that 
there was no more hope of ſcruing up Parliaments to further ſeve- 
rity againſt us, reſolved he would notloſe the advantageof oppreſ- 
ſing Proteſtants as far as rhe Laws already made would give him 
leave, and therefore he hath alway's, ſince cither prorogued or 
diſlolved Parliaments before ſuch Bills could come to maturity. Nay 
when there hadin tavour of Proteſtants, a Billpaſt both Houſes 
for the repeal 3s of the Queen ; his Majeſty to prevent them of 
the caſe and relief which the abrogating that Law would have 
giventhem, didin an unprefidented and arbitrary manner, lay his 
command uponthe Clerk not to offer it for the Royal afſent. And 
toall theſe uncontrollabl arguments of his ſettled and fixed purpo- 
ſero undermine and ſupplant our Religion, he not only proſecutes + 
a vaſt number of peaceable & ſober people upon the Laws enacted 
againſt Dsſenters, but he hath turned the Laws which were ori. 
ginally . 
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ginally made agrinſt Papiſts, tothe oppreſſion, impoveriſhment 
andruine of Proteſtants. For whereas the Statute -23. of Elizabeth 
was purpoſely made againſt Roman Catholicks, it is applyed by 
out preſent --Judges, who are rather Minifters of the Kings will, 
than equal Diſpenſers of juſtice , to the ſpoiling and diſtreſ- 
ſing of Proteſtant Diſſenters. And this his Majeſty and Royal 
Highneſs ſeem-to glory in, not only asapiece of Regal Art and 
Cratt, butas a Trick ſingularly adapted tothe principles of their 
Religion, and etninently expreſlive of the rage and tury where- 
with they purſue Proteſtants. And from thence it was that the 
Duke of York told ſome honorable Members of thelaſt Parliament 
of Scotland, whenthey were —— to get ſome Bills paſt 
for the ſecurity of their Religion in caſe of a Popish Prince, that 
whatſoever they intended or prepared againſt Papiſts , ſhould light upon 
others. And may we not toall this, addas a molt tignal eviden- 
ce of the conſpiracy wherein his Majeſty is engaged againſt our 
Religion, that he hath actually placed the Duke of York ( who is 
a bloody as well as an ayowed Papiſt) in the whole' Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Government of Scotland; and hath not only admitted 
him tothe chief conduct of affairesin England , but is reſolved a- 

ainſt the defires of three Parliaments to entaile him upon us as our 
Kin . For itisnot out of any particular love which he bears to 
that Dear Brother , that herefuſethto hearken to the prayers and 
advice of his people in the matter of Secluding the Duke, bur it 
{ſpringsfrom the hope and toreknowledg which he hath of the mi- 
ries which that Gentleman will bring upon the Kingdom's, and 
the ruine he will work to our Religion incaſe he come to be once 
ſeated in the Throne. And it is remarkable that whereas by the 
Laws of Soitland, none ought be admitted to any publick Truſt , unleſs 
he firſt ſwear the Oath of Allegiance, and ſign the Declaration inſerted 
AF. 11. Parl. 1. Ch. 2. His Majeſty hath not only thruſt him into 
the Council , but conſtituted him his High Commiſſioner in that 
Kingdom , without doing either, or ſo muchas taking an Oath 
de Fideli, Nor hath the Puke meerly denyed to give them ſecu- 


rity forthe preſervation of their Religion 1n caſe he ſucceed to the 
Crown, but being told of the Terms his Majeſty had offered to 
the Parhament of England, which were much harder and more 
dishonorable than any they required, hereplyed that his Majeſty 
never intended ſuch limitations ſhould paſs, nor offered them but when 
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be know they would mot be accepted. Which tho it ol tn a great 
correſpondency between thetwo Brothers, in every thing which 
rends to the ruine of Religion, and rhat they do nothing in that. 
matter but by concer:;yet it ſhews with what infiacerity his Majeſtic 
uſeth to treat his two Hoſes , and his whole people repreſented 
1n Parkament. Andas afurtherproof yet of the Kings ettablithed 
and ſteady reſolutions of overthrowing our Religion, I ſhall here 
ſubjoin the ſubſtance of the Alliance which was firſt treated at Lon- 
don, andatterwards by the means of the Dutcheſs of Orleance con«+ 
cluded at Dover between Him and the French King for the intro- 
ducing of Popery and Arbitrary Government into theſe three 
"Kingdoms. Colbert de Croiſy Ambaſſadeur de France 4 Londres, 
apres avoir remis devant les yeux du Roy d' Angleterre &'c. After that 
Albert of Croiſſy Ambaſſador of France , had laid before the eyes of 
'the King of England all the grounds which his Majefly had of com- 
plaint againſt Holland, &c. Luy dit enfinle Tems eftoit venugin con- 
'cluſion , He ſaid unto him, that the time was come to revenge himſelf, 
une Nation,of a Nation which had [0 litle reſpe# for Kings. And that 
the occaſion was never more favorabl , ſering many Princes of Germany 
were already entred into the League , and that the King of France was 
powerful enough to be able topromiſe unto his Allies in the Iſue of that 
cory ws leur glaire & leur intereſts,both as to their glory &- 
untereſts,ce que engagea ce Prince a ſigner uneT raite ſecrette avec la Fran- 
ce, Whereby he prevailed with that Prince toenter into a ſecret Alliance 
with France, Et pour I aſſeurer encore davantage Henriette Angle 
terre Ducheſſe 4 Orleans paſſa en Angleterre en 1670. & propoſa au 
Roy ſon Frere aunomadu Roy Tres-Chreſftien de luy aſſurer une Autho« 
rite abſolute ſur ſon Parlement , © de Retablir la Religion Catholi- 
gue dans les Royanmes d' Angleterre, d Ecoſſe & d'Irlande; And to 
«ſſure him yet more Henrietta Dutcheſs of Orleans , went into England, 
wnd propoſed unto her Brother inthe Name of the moſt Chriſtian King, 
that he would aſſure him an Abſolute Amthoritie over his Parliament, 
and to Reeftablich the Catholick Religion in his Kingdom's of England, 
Scotland and Ireland. But ſhe ſaid that to compaſs this, *twas before 
all thing neceſſary to abate the pride and power of the Dutch, and to re- 
duce them to the ſole Province .of Holland; and that by this means the 
King of England ſhould have Zealand , ponr retraste en cas de be- 
ſein, for a retreat-encaſe of need , w_ that the reſt of the Low Conn+ 
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treys ſhould remain ts the King of France, sf be could render him- 


ſelf Maſter of it. This is the furam of that Famous League con- 
cluded at Dover, which hath been already fo fatal to Ewrepe, and 
which was calculated for the ſubjugation of theſe three Nations 
to Popery and Arbitrary Power. And upon the aſſurances which 
the French King gave his Majeſtic of that, did he contrary to 
all the honor and taith of a Prince ,. violate the Triple League, 
and embark ina war againſt the Seven Provinces. And under the 
influence and aboding threatnings of this peſtilent conjunction , do 
theſe three poor Kingdom's {till remain. Burt Itruſt the ſame God 
who diſlapointed them of their hopes of ſubduing Holland, will in 
his own duetime defcat all their deſignes for the deſtruction of our 
Lawsand Liberties, and for the alteration of our Religion. Ho- 
wever, they who contrary to all the obligations and Oaths that 
they are under, as well as the duty which they owe totheir peo- 
ple, have centred into this conſpiracy and hitherto promoted and 
carriedit on, deſerve the utmoſt indignation of Mankind, and to - 
be made feel the Effects of their Treachery towards loyal Sub- 
jets who have ſoentirely confided inthem, and unmeaſurably ho- 
nored them.. And O wretched and bigotted Clergy and execrabl 
Biſhops ! who knowing this deſign of theirs againſt our Laws, 
Liberties and Religion, have not only connived at, but effeCtual- 
ly cooperated towards the accomplishment of it.. Who ſo much 
as they ,. have oppoſed the BiPs brought into Parliament for the 
ſecuring unto us the Proteſtant Doftrineand Worſhip, and for delive- 
ring us from a Popich Succeſſor, and-ſuch a one whoſe tyrannous 
and bloody nature as well as Romish Principles, give us juſt ap- 
rehenſions of expecting from him all the miſchicts that can be- 
If or overtake a people? 'Thele are the men falſe to God,. and 
unfaithful to their ofhce , who abule the credulity of caſte ſouls, and 
decoy them into a tameneis of bowing to French ſlavery, and ad- 
mitting Romish Idolatry. Nay that Act for debarring Papiſts from 
fitting in the Houſe of Lords, which with ſo much dithculry we did 
obtain, was vigorouſly oppoſed by the Bipſ hops, and that uponthis 
Motive, becaule the maſs was ftiled Idolatry.'T his is the viperous and 
miſcreant generation, who not only ſay that there 5s no difference 
berwixt Popery and the Proteſtant Religion, which the loyalty of Pa- 
pits will not ballance ; but whoin their diſcourſes and Sermons yoo- 
crr 
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ferr Papiſts to Proteſtant Difſenters. Do not-their pulpits ſound, 
and are not their Books ſtufft with theſe and like Dottrines, that the 
Pope is not Amichriſt, nor the Remich Worſhip Idolatrous, and that 
Papiſii are ina ſafe way | hapes-q1 as well as Proteſtants. But God 
forbid that I thould faſten theſe imputations upon all inthe Epiſ- 
copal Order, and much leſs upon the whole conforming Clergy; 
for there art both many of the latter and ſome of the firſt fort, w 
may vie with any Proteſtant in the world, for zeal tothe Reformed 
Religion, and fidelity to the Rights, Laws and Priviledges of their 
Countrey. And to their example and conduct we owe in agreat 
meaſure, that there are yet 1a the communion of our Church, 
ſo many ſtrenous Confeſſors of Proteſtancy , and Patriors of Engli 
liberties. But to make ſomereflection upon this Conſpiracy of the 
King and Detyagunitour Relignn; which we have here fully 
deterted and laid open. May we not hence guefsat-the' Truth of 
all the reſt of his Declaration , by that one Paragraph, That he 74927. 
hath by his utmoſt care, manifefied to all bis ſubjets his zeal for the 
maintenance of the Proteſtant Religion For it there be; but one ratio- 
nal man either at home or a broad, who cangve credit to: his Ma- 
jeſty in this, we are willing, tho otherwiſe neyer ſoinnocent,, to 
believed guilty of all the crimes wherewith we are there aſper- 
ſed. But if the whole courſe of his Reign and the conſtatit ſeries and 
tenor of all his Councels and ations, proclaim to the:world, that 
there is no Faith to be given untohim in this; we may+uſitly hope 
that all Mankind will at leaſt believe, that he may as'/well have 
ſought toabuſe and impoſe upon them, . ui whatſodver.elfe he bath 
there charged ſo many of his Subjects with , and accuſed them oft. 


Having ſeen how our Religion is undermined and ſought to be 
altered by his: Majeſty, notwithſtanding ' all the Laws*whach we 
haye. for the ſecurity of itz; we'will inthe next-place}; enquire 
whether we be ſafer in qur L4bertvos, Efaters, Franchiſes and Lifes,or 
whether the King and his 24inmiflers have not conſpired as well a> 
- gainſt theſe as againſt our Religion. "Tis known to all that under- 

and any thing of England, that no Nation hath a better legal 
Fence about its;proprieties ang; Rights, | than both: bythe, Commer 
and Sterwe_. Lay of the Land we have.. For bene no Subjedt lyes 
atthediſcretion ofthePrince, cither _ Life, Liberty _—_ ; 
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but we have the ſame Rightto alltheſe; and the ſafne ſecurity for: 
them, that the King hathunto or for his Crown: But yet in de- 
fiance of all thoſe Laws, by which our propriety , Liberty, Eſta- 
res and Lifes are encompaſſed and hedged abour ; hath this King of 
ours, thoſwornto Govern by Law, made an invaſtonupon all the 
Rights which we either clatme as men or ought to enjoy-as En- 

lick Subjects. And what he cannot rob and deprive us of by open 
Tralence and Force, he endeavours to compatls and effe&t by a com- 
pany of perxjured villains engaged inthe ſame conſpiracy with him- 
ſelf, whomhe hath advanced into places of judicature, Whar he: 
hath notthe courage to attempt-by his Zaniſaries and armed Le- 

i10ns, heſecurely brings to pals by rwelf Rogues in Searlesr. And by 
etting Robbers and Murderers on-the Bench, he hath- found the- 


| way-and means to bring honeſt and innocent men to the Goal and © 


Gibbet. In order hereunto-he hath not only ſought our the cor- 
rupteſt 'and-moſt mercinary men of the whole Gown to make jud- 
ges of; but he hath bound them tothe fulfilling his wil and luſt, by: 
placing them in thoſe Seats durante bene-placito , which isin English, 
as longasthey dowhatſvever he hath a mind unto. This was ſaga- 
ciouſly foreſecnvand plainly foretold by. judg Hales; who hearing. 
one'diſcourſe of the danger thatwe wereinfrom the: Black-heath 
Army, replyed thattwo ſuch armies were not able to hurt us, but: 
that if Weftminſfter-ball once warp'd, then fare well all the ſecurity: 
we had for whatfoeveris valuabl. And what the Dube faid in the hear- 
ing of perſons of great credit, (at hisbeing his Majeſties Commiſſio- 
'ner in the North!) that the in England the Lawiers ruled the Court, 
yet he would in Scotland rule the Lawiers; the King hath learned . 
to practiceneerer home, and at laſt ro copy and tranſcribe in En- - 
land ; what his dear Brother gave the Original of in the-neigh- 
ouring Kingdom. And ,as his: Royal Highneſs hath beers heard 
frequently-to declare ,' that he -had rather Reign a- Month as- the - 
French King , than to Ruls for twentie years a his Brother the: King of 
England; 10 if L do notgreatly miſtake, itisevident not only from 
the Dover Treaty , buttrom his Majeſties arbitrary invaſions upon 
all the _— of his people what-a.King he intends - at-lenth to - 
prove: And ſeeing Iam calling over ſome of thegracious and mer- 


ciful ſayings of his Royal Highneſs; it will not be amiſs ro _— 
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ber one more, becauſe it declares the reaſon of bis and the Kings 
malice againſt the people of England. I dotherefore affirm that he 
declared openly in his Bed Chamber at Sr. James's, that be was re« 
olved to be revenged upon the Englizh Nation for his Fathers death.. 
Nor need this ſeem incredibÞP to any who have either obſerved his 
or his Majeſties Actions, or have heard that the Queen Mother left 
thisas alegacyto the Kingdom , with a charge upon her Sons, that 
as they would havea ſhare inher blefling, they thould ſee it payd 
and diſcharged. And his Gracious Majeſty and dearly beloved 
Brother are fully reſolved, (rather than forefeit ſo choice a mercy as 
the bleſſing of a Popish Mother, who by her 7Zeſuitick Councels 
brought her Husband and their Father to the Scaftold) to execute 
her Will and Teſtament with a ſarpluſage of their own Romish 
Grace and Bounty. But it may be neceſlary for the better convin- 
cing this ſottish age, that wedeſcend to particulars, and repreſent 
the chief Steps and Methods, by which the King and Duke have 
roſecuted the ſubverſion of all our Rights, Priviledges and Li- 
rties. And I hope the Reader will be fo true and kind to- hime 
ſelf, and ſojuſt untous, that while hes peruſing theſe things, he 
will ſtill cary along in his mind, the remembrance of the Dover 
Treaty. And the firſt advance which they made towards the ens - 
ſaving theſe Kingdoms, was to take an advantage from the De. 
lirium and frenzie which the Nations were in upon his Majeſties - 
Reſtoration, to obtainthe Repealinig ſome of the principal Laws, 
by which their Arbitrarine(s would have been curbed and reſtrain- 
ed. Thus they not only procured in England theabrogating of the - 
Triennial A&t , by which the Sitting ot Parliaments once 1n three 
years was infallibly ſecured unto us, but at onedash they got reſcin- - 
dedin Scotlandall the Laws which had been enacted in Parliaments + 
for 27 years paſt, and that notwithſtanding they had been ratified 
by the Royal conſent cither of his preſent Majeſty, or his Father 
the Martyr. And inſubſerviency tothe ſame delign, with the ſup- 
planting our Religion and enſlaving the Kingdom's, they obtain- 
ed not only. the reeſtablishment of Biſhops in a Lordly juriſdiction - 
over the Church, (which they have infected , corrupted and be- 


'trayed) but to be reſtored totheir Seats and Votes. in Parkamenp, . 


where they alway's were, and (while they depend entirely upon the 
Crown) eyer will be, a formed party, for the luſt and pleaſure | 
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,of the Prince. But all thisnot being ſufficient to advance them unto 


andeſtablish them in the Orroman and ( which is much worſe ) the 
Prench Arbitzarinefs and Tyranny , that they ſo earneſtly afpire 


after; their next attempt'was by new ACts to make Parliaments 


themſelves the Miniſters and Inſtruments of their Ambition and our 


Slavery. In order whereunto they fell a buying and purchafing at 


certain and annual rates the votes of Members ; and the greatneſs 


of the Number of thoſe who ſtood ready forfale, as well as their 


indigencies and luſts, made the price the cafier at which they 
were bought. And —_—_ vileand baſe as to ſell themſelves, it 
may be eaſely imagined how ready they would prove to ſell and 
betray the Nation, Eſpecially ſeeing that wasro be the condition 
upon which they were to receive their yearly ſtipends; For ab- 


ftracting; from that ſervice, none would have 'oftered money for. 


them, unle£ in order to their being uſed and employed (which 
may at laſt prove their Deſtiny) in a Mine or Galley. Now 1n 
Gratitude for their Salaries, - and to accomplish the will and plea- 
ſure of their Lord and Maſter the King, whoſe bought and pur- 
chaſed Slaves and Vaſlals they were, how many Bis did they paſs 
into A#s, forthe enflaving and ruining a third part of the King- 
dom underthe notion of Phanaticks and Diſſnters? Andto makea 
Preſident by Law for Tyranny , they empowered juſtices of peace 
rodiſſeiſe men of their Eſtates, without their being convicted and 
found guilty by legal juries of the tranſgreſſions whereof they were 
accuſed. By which they not only oycrthrew all the Common and 
Statute Law of the Land, which provides that none ſhall be diſſeis. 
cd of his Eſtate, ſave by the Yerdi# of rwelf good and lawful men 
of the Vicinity ; but they ſubyertced and altered the fundamental 
Conſtitution in making English menlyabl to be ruined at the Ar- 
bitrary pleaſure of ch Miniſters. And as an additionto this, 
theſe Mercinarie members, (moſt of whom had been in a Goal but 
for the priviledg they enjoyed through being in the. Houſe). paſt a 


ciples and integrity were debarred all Offices of Magiſtracie in Cs- 
ties and corporate 'Towns. The wo'tul effect of which we now 
both fecl and ſee, in the ſurrendry of Charters and betraying of 
Franchiſes by perſons on whom the Government of corporations 


'through means of that A#, came to be caſt and deyolyed. For 


had 


Law whichis ſtiled che A for Corporations, by which men of prin» 


/ 


(47) 


had it not been for that Law which excludes ſo many honeft,, abP 
and vertudus men, the —_ advanced of late to Magiſtracy 
would never have riſen above ſcavingers for the cleanſing the ſtreets, 
or at moſt to be Headbeuroughs or Conflables. To this as a thing 
wherein they further miniſtered to our ſlavery , we may ſub- 
i= their having paſt an A#, whereby they lim? and confine the 

umber of theſe that ſhall preſent petitions to the King , or'to 
either of thetwo Houſes &c. not to exceed ten perſons. And let 
the matter to be repreſented be never ſo important, or the grievan- 


ce whereof we would ſeek redreſs never (o illegal and oppreffive, 


yet it is made no leſs than a Riot, if above tenperſons proftrate 
themſelves before their Prince, to crave the benefit of the Laws, 


or to ſeek the redrefling the evils under which they groan. - 
Which 1s not only aplain depriving of the Subject of that which: 
was alway*s heretofore his priviledg, but a preventing the King: 


from all true knowledg as well of the Number as the Quality o 
his people that may be oppreſied, and who ſeek unto him tor relief. 


For admitting that it is ſtill lawful to have any Number of handsto 


a petition, yet how eaſieis it,. if they benot allowed to appear be- 
fore him, tor thoſe that were the Authors of their ſuffering and 
oppreſſion, being men uſually neer his Majeſtſes perſon and who 
have his car, to pretend that half of the Names annexed to the 


rures. Neither was this all, the br:b'd and Mercinary Majoriny of 


the long Parliament did at the influence of the King and his Mi- -- 


niſters, towards the cnſlaving the Nation, and making us of a free 


Englich people, Vaſlals a 1a mode France, For as if they would have- 


both encouraged his Majeſty to uſe Force in compathng his Arbj- 
trary Deſigns, and haye bound up our hands from proreCting and 


defending our ſelves againſt armed violence; they patled an A#- 


whereby they have placed and ſtared the ſole and whole power of the- 


Militiain the King, This the Wiſdom of our Anceſtors would ne- 


verdo, butjudged it conduceabPto the ſafety of the people, and 
the ſecurity of our common Rights, to have it concealed and un- 


declared in whom that power was lodgedand Truſted. And Iwill : 
preſume to add, that whatſoever the folly and Treachery of that 
Aſſembly of men was inthis matrer, yet it canno way's —_— - 
. x _ 


tition are counterfeited, and that the greateſt part of thoſe whoſe. 
ubſcriptions are there, arc only poor, mean and beggarly crea-- 


<< 
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deſign which the court propoſed by it, nor give them any legal 
ſecurity againſt reſiſtance, in caſe they go? on tounvade & overthrow 
our Rights For admitting that the power of the Mzlitia 1s in the 
King , yet we are alway's to believe, that it-1s there only for the pre- 
ſervation of the Community, ,- and not for its deſtrucion. And if 
this benot allowed, this legal Monarcyy of ours , would be the grea- 
teſt Tyranny of any that ever were. For whereas Monarchs elſe 
where doenſlavetheir people by Violence,and Tyranniſe over them 
by their Luſts and will; .Our King ſhould be madea Tyrant by 
Law, unleſs weallow that all the power conferred upon him im the 
Militia AF, is for the ſafety of his people, and not for their rui- 
;In 2; Philipp. ne. And as Cicero fay's , Amittit 1s omne exercitus & tmperii jus, 
qui. eoimperio & exercitu Rempublicam eppugnat; Heloſeth all legal 

power in and over the Forces of a Nation, that uſeth the Authority and 

Force which is truſted with him,againſt the welfare and happineſs of the 
Republick, Bur ro ſhut up this with one inſtance more, wherein 

the hired and brib'd Members of that Aſſembly , did all that was 

needful to have enſlaved the Nation, had notthe Luſts and Prodi- 

gality of the King led him to waſt and miſpend, what would other- 

wiſe have ſerved to have made him as abſolute and arbitrary as his 

Brother of France. . I mean the vaſt Summs which they gave him, 

beyond what the ſupport of the Government or Defence of the 

Nation called for. Which might have produced fatal effects in re- 

lation to our Rights and Liberties; but that his Majefty (whom 

upon this account we will ever ſtile gracious) knew as litl a mea» 

ſure inſ{pending, as that unhappy Parliament did in giving. This 

our Miniſters were aware of , and finding that rough the Kings 
waſtfulneſs, there was no depending upon any hmited and defimte 

Sums tho never ſo great, for the accomplishing the deſignes a- 

gainſt our Laws and Conſtitution, which they had ſo long gone 

with and were big to be delivered off; they therefore at laſt pre- 

paredand brought into the Houſe two Bills, the paſſing whereof 

would have compleated our miſery , and have made the King Ab- 

ſolute. The one was to empower bis Majeſty upon extraordinary occa- 

fron (which to be ſure he would have been alway*sjudg of ) to raiſe 

money without a Parliament. And the other was, for the Settlement 

of anuniverſal Exciſe upon the Crown. The paſling of either of tho- 

1c, would haye inabled the King to haye governed by Baſhau”s 

; and 
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-and Zaniſarier, and redeemed him from all future need of Parlia« * 
ments or apprehenſion of having the inſtruments of his Tyranny 
impeached -by them. But what the *Court had projected as the 
means of our.{layery and ot their obtaining all they had a mind unto; 
proved here the ground of their diſlapointment, and the occaſion 
of our Eſcapefrom the ſnare which was layd for us. For the AMer- 
-Cinary Membon foreſceing that the paſſing theſe Bills would have 
put an End to their penſions by making them uſeleſs for time ro 
come, they conſulted their gain, with a forgetfulneſs of what the 
Court (tiled their Loyalty, and by falling in with the honeſt party, 
became affiſtant tothe throwing them out. However we have as 
clear evidence from the bringing the Bills into the Houſe, of the 
Kings intention to change the Government and enſlave the King- 
dom, as if they had palled into ſtanding Laws. Yea ſo carneit 
were they for the obtaining an Arbitrary power, through the 
CONCUrTence , or at leaſt with the knowledg and connivance of 
the Parliament; that having congerted it at a Cabal, they would 
have it argued and ſpoken unto inthe Houſe of Lords. : Which 
My Lord Clifford under took , and accordingly made along ſpeech 
betoreall the Peers in praiſe of Abſolute Monarchy ,-and howmuch 
it would be for the intereſt of the Kingdom to have his Majeſty 
truſted with a more unlimited Authority. Which ſome of their 
Lordhips recenting with a warmth & indignation becoming per- 
ſons who are by.the Conſtitution defi for a bulwark' agai 
the Tyranny of our Princes, and a Fence about the liberyes of 
the people, the Motion not only died without being ſeconded, 
but Clifford was even by him through whom he was engaged, cen- 
ſured as a raſh fool for the attempt. However finding the Na- 
tion grew ſenlible of their intention, to overthrow our Lihertics, 
_ and deſpairing to getany. more Acts paſſed in Parliament towards 
the promogng of their Deſign; they have reſolved to husband the 
Laws they have obtained as much as they can toour ruin”, and 
where they taile of being ſerviceabl to that End , to berake 
ng audths ro opher Methods and Means. And therefor* beſides 
ie. dayly-1mpoyeriſhing, confining and deftroying unſpeakable 
' Nu of vertuous _ wet ot. —_ the covert 


\andpretence of executing the Laws; they have ina thouſand in- 
. ſtances invaded all our Rights and mans where they have not 


the 
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the Shadow of a Law to give countenance unto them. It would 
require a volumn to recount all the particulars , wherein they 
have partly under the palliation of Law , and partly in defiance 
and contempt of it, tyranniſed over us; and therefore I ſhall 
mention ſome few particulars , from among many , wherein 
_ have invaded our Eſtates, Liberties, Franchiſes, . and ille- 
al 

ubjetts. | 
And to begin with the inroad which they have made upon our 
goods and Eſtates. What was the ſhutting up of the —on wk 
ut a Robbery committed upon the people , under the Bond 
and ſecurity of the Royal Faith? were not many hundreds as 
really impoveriſhed by it , as if he had violently broken into 
their houſes, and taken their money out of their Coffers? Nay 
this would have lookt generous and great; whereas that was el- 
teemed ſneaking and baſe. Only it ſeems more agreeabl to his 
Majeſties temper to rob his Subjects by a Frick, than to plander 
them by direct and open force. His 'courage might demur at the 
one, but his faith and credit, (things he can eaſily diſpenſe with) 
were only ventured in the other, Nor had his Majeſty any cauſe 
' tocomplain of the laſt Weftminjfter Parliament, asif by ſome vores 
they had endeavoured to weaken his reputation with his people 
- a5 to borrowing of money; for he had taken cate before to pre- 
vent that han by leaving himfelf none to loſe. Of alliance tro 
this, only with fome more grains of vileneſs and unworthineſs 
in it , was that ACtion' of ſeiling part of the money colle&ted for 
the redemption of Slavesout of Argiers, and fetching it from the 
Chamber of London , where it was depoſired to that end, into 
the Treaſury , whence it is to bediſpoſed for the enſlaving ot us all. 
.Cantherebe an a&tion of greater Barbarity, than to take the cha- 
rity and benevolence of good people, which they kid given to- 
wards the releafing of poor captived Chriſtians from the thraldom 
which they areinto Mabumetens, andto turn it either into wages 
for his Myrmidons, or into penſions toreward ſuborned witnelſes 
for ſwearing guiltleſs perſons out of their lives. And'if ſuch way's 
do no not preſent and offer , wherein he may more immediately 
himſelf rob and ſpoile his Subje&s; he hath found judges quali- 
ficdto ferye him 1n the doing of it, Who as they are choſen 
| E 


and arbirarily deſtroyed the lifes of diverſe innocent and loyal 
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be Miniſters of his Will and not of the Law; -ſo they are moſt ob: 
ſervant of the Rule which is ſet them to goe by. Weſtminſter Hall 
is to be inſtead of the Houſe of Commons, and what his Majeſty 
wants in aids by a Parliament , is to be made up by Fines exatted 
from the Subjects upon the ſentence of the Kings Bench. Soweare 
not only robd under colour of Law, but our youu are to releive 
the King from the need of a Parliament, and hinder the Subject 
from the benefit of having one. And whereas Taxes impoſed by 
Parliament are for the defence of the Kingdom &1n cody to the 
protection of the people; theſe Fines levied upon us by the Decrees 
of the preſent judges, areto advance and eſtablish tyranny over us. 
How many have loſt more in one year Pl exorbitant fines, rhan 
would have fallen to their thare to pay for Subſidies in ten, And 
ſo proper and adapted is this Engine of ruining us by men in ſcarler, 
that they have gotrenir declared in the 18. A# otthe laſt Parlia- 
mentin Scotland, hat the Right f juriſdit1on both in Civil and Cri« 
minal Matters , is ſo inherent in the Crown, that his Majeſty may 
judg all cauſes either by himſelf or any other he thinks fit to commiſſio- 
nate. By which Statute thereare not only above 20. Material A#s 
all tacitely repealed, but they have made ſure that no man in that 
Kingdom can promiſs himſelf juſtice, ſeeing it is placed in his 
Majeſtics power to pitch upon hus greateſt Enemiesto be hisjudges, 
So that at one dash they have not only overthrown all the Civiland 
Criminal Law of Scotland, bur layd a plain foundation for Ty- 
ranny and' Arbitrarineſs, by making men triable tor their lives and 
Fortunes, by Commiſſioners packt and put in ar the pleaſure of 
the Prince. Bur to return to the enumeration of the way*s and 
Methods, by which theſe ſervile and durante beneplacits judges ruine 
and oppreſsus in our Eſtates. Sometimes they proceed upon tha 
penal Laws, wherein as Proteſtants are made only concerned, fo 
they are fined under colour of theſe Sraturs not only for Offences 
alledged tobe committed ſeven or eight years agoe, but with ſuch 
a repetition of 'Tranſgrefhons , as may make ſure of ſtripping 
them of all they have. And when OT any zcalous Proteſtants 
or true Englichmen, whom thoſe Laws can not extend unto; 
their, buſinels is to get ſuch indicted upon the Teſtimony of ſub- 
orned witnefles for Scaudalums or other Crimes which they have 
a mind to1mpute unto them. W hereof having found them guilty 
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by juries 5Hegally returned; and villanoufly packt ; they then lay 
Molds upon them, not. only aboye the demerit of their offers 
ce, but beyond the value of their whole Eſtate. By the Laws of 
England , no man is to be fined but with a ſalve Contenamento-or re- 
ſerve unto him of ſo much of his Eſtate, as may be proportionabl 
to his rank and quality, and ſuitabl to the way and condition of 
his Employment; but our Arbitrary judges, and Toriequries have 
often condemned them in double and treblethe value of all they 
are worth. Witneſs the. Caſe of Alderman Pilkington, who tho- 
both-a moſt loyal perſon and a-true Church of England man, yer 
becauſe a Patriot of the Rights and Liberties of the City , and that 
he would not being Shersf concurr with them in the conſpiracy 
of deſtroying My Lord Sheffsbury & 6. by packing a jury to their 

urpoſe; He was therefore upon the Teſtimonie of vile perſons, 
and who hade no credit-left to be forefeited ,. firſt proſecuted for 
a Scandalum againſt his Royal Highneſs, and afterwards both found 

uilty by a Company. of men that thirſt after our blood as well as 
E ſtares, and condemned by a verds&#: in the fine of fiftie thouſand- 
pound flerling.. And if we endeavour. to preſerve our Eſtates from 
rapine, andour perſons from their malice and rage, by confront- 
ing their ſubordned withneſles with the depoſttions and Oaths of 
men of the beſt conſcience and higheſt integrity in the Nation, in- 
ſtead of receiving any benefit by their Tefttimony, we. do but ad-- 
miniſter. occaſion for the ruining theſe Gentlemenin their Reputas 
tions, perſons and Eftates.. 'Thus when Sr. Patience Ward late 
Lord Major of Lendon had but appeared infavour of Mr. Pilkington, 
he was himſelf indicted and found guilty of perjury ,. and ſentenced 
thereupon to undergoe the pillory as well as to pay a fine to the 
King. Tho not only all England know him to be a perfon of 
that, Truth, juſtice and uprightneſs, that he would not for his. 
Majeſties Crown wilfully tell a lye, but the very Nonſenfical and 
foreſworn raſcals who camein againſt him , wouchſafed him upon 
Oath this Character inthe Court, that they believed he would. 
not knowingly be guilty of affirming a falſehood. 

And as our Eſtates are thus expoted and made obnoxious to the 
Will of the King and the-malice of his Miniſters; ſo we are like- 
wiſe deprived ot all the ſecurity which we have by the Law of 
the Land for the freedom and liberty of our perſons, How ;-avn 
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handreds have: been -commutted fince his Majefties Reſtoration, 
without the Rene any legal cauſe, nor could any thing be 
imagined wereot they were guilty fave that the Court had a pique 
at them tor being, Proteſtants, and lovers of the Rights and Ls. 
berties of their Anke trey ? How many have been and are dayly 
clapt into priſons upon forged accuſations, and detained for 
Months 1n durance and cuſtody, without being tryed, or having. 
any thing publickly brought againſt them ? How many either 
for no cauſe at all , or for doing that which by the Law is their 
duty, are held to Bayl above the value and proportion of their 
whole Eſtates ? Havethey notto the cluding of the whole Law ,- 
found a Trick of thruſting men into the Tower , and deraining . 
them there. without-any relief, during the Yacation of the Term's, - 
under a pretence that the Tower is not within the limits and precin&s 
of any Shire or Countey of the Kingdom, and thereforethat they 
who are priſoners there, can not-have the benefit of the Habeas 
Corpus At, or any other Law , but during the fitting of the” 
Weſtminſter Courts? For was not my late Lord Shaftsbury even af- 
ter ar} #gyoramus found upon the Bill by which he was indifted, 
held ſtill in cloſe durernce for ſeveral weeks if not months upon this 
illegal and thametul pretence? It were to undertake to write a 
Hitſtorie as large as Speeds Chronick ,-or Aquinasr's Summs, to 
reckonup and enumerate all the examples of this kind; and there-- 


'fore] mult of the Reader tojudg of the Lion by his Paw , 


and tobe fatiſhed with a tew particular inſtances. - Thus his Grace 
the Duke of Monmouth, was without any legal depoſition againſt 
him , faſed and takeninto cuſtody upon a warrant granted by Se- 


' cretary /enkins, at the bare information of a Tore Parſon who ' 


had writea letter to Whitebal of the Dukes giving countenance to : 
a Riot at Coventry. Andalbeit there was not fo much as the Shadow | 
of any ſuch thing, yet he was not only brought up priſoner by a 
Meſſenger (in hopes to diſgrace him, which he 1s infinitely above) ' 
bur wasobliged to give Bazle for his peaceablneſs, or elſe moſt have 
onetopriſon. W here if they had been fo fortunate as once ro have 
odged him, they doubted not but to haye caſed themſclves of all 
their apprehenſions, fears un) arr from him, by ſome ſuch 
way and manner as they have diſpoſed and deſtroy*d the late Eart 
of Eſſex. To this may be ſubjoined __ ſeiſing Mr. = | 
V3. Fl 
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and Mr, Shute (Sheriffs at that time of London) whom they ſent'to 
the Tower, and that for no other cauſe burthe overſeeing and or- 
dering the Poll at the Ele&tionof Officers for the following year, 
which both by Law and Cuſtome was no more than what the 
were bound and obliged unto in the diſcharge of their place and of. 
fice. But to omitt for the preſent all other examples of this nature 
in England, let us a littl look into Scotland where they have erected 
the compleat pattern of the Tyranny which they hope to exerciſe 
over all the three Kingdom's, and there we ſhall meet with re- 
markabl inſtances of ;, 419 Arbitrary procedure inthis kind: For 
not to inſiſt upon their ſeiſing and condemning one Niven, who 
dicd in priſon and had his Ship and goods confiſcated, meerly for 
ſaying that the Dukg of York was a Papiſt , and that being forced tore- 
linquish England , he was come to Scotland to promote Popery and Ar- 
bitrary Government. Was not Sr. Fohn Scot of Ancrow* cited and 
brought before the Councel upon a pretence of Treaſonabl words 
alleged againſt him by an avowed Enemie, and whoackowledged 
that he was in another room when the words were ſpoken. And 
whata condition had that worthy Gentleman becnin, bur that he 
was ſo fortunate as to have four or five perſons of great worth and 
credit, who were by him when the words were pretended to be 
faid, that cleared and acquitted him. To whichT thallannex the 
Story of one Hamilton, who being ſeifed and put to the torture. 
without any proceſs layd againſt him ; was after his enduring it 
with infinite patience, and tothe melting the hearts of his very 
Tormentors, diſmiſſed without a Trial or any further accuſation, 
And beſides diverſe others who have been not Sent and 
committed, but adjudged to the Beors by his Majeſtics Comncel, 
and yet afterwards aſo:led and declared innocent by the juſtice 
Court of what they were accuſed, are not almoſt all the honeſt, 
roteſtant, and true Gentlemen of that Kingdom, cither under 
Fail , orinpriſon, or forced to abſcond and withdraw for their ſa- 
fety and ſecurity. Can the Reigns of Caliguls or Nero furnish us 
with an AR of greater Barbarity and Tyranny , than the ſending a- 
way of above ſixtie men at one time to be fold as Slaves in Yir- 
giny , for no other Crime but the being apprehended at Conventi- 
cles, and the ordering a veſſel at an othertime to be ſunke in the 


Sca, where there were at leaſt fftie perſons loſt, againſt whom 
NO- 
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nothing was juſtly to becharged, but their integrity to God and ) 
zeal for the Proteſtant Religion. 

Nordoththe Conſpiracy of his Majeſty and Miniſters againſt our 
Laws and Liberties terminate here; bur they have exrended their 
arbitrarineſs and Tyranny, to the wreſting from Cities and Cor- 

orationstheir Franchiſes and immemorial Rights, And where they 
—_ not been able to deludea corrupt party in the Government 
of a Corporation to makea ſurrendry of their Chartres; they have 
found a way by the judgment and ſentence of the Kings Bench, 
(where the judges arein the ſame combination with themſelves a- 

aint the Kingdom.) to-get them ſentenced and condemned as 
Scfeired, Ir is very well known that many ot our Corporations 
are of a date and [tanding antecedent to our having to do either with 


the Scots or NormanRace. Neither do many of our Corporations 


meerly enjoy their Priviledges by the conceſſions and grants of 
Kings, bur they poſſeſs them by Common Law and inmemorial 
Cuſtome. For to paſs. by other Cities and Corporations, - it 1s 
known to all acquainted with Hiſtory , that Londorhath not only 
been one of the moſt ancient Cities in Europe, but that tt hath time 
out of mind enjoyed thoſe Righs and Priviledges, whereof it is 
now rob*'d by his Majeſty and the Miniſters of his luſt and Will. 
Nor did they only poſle(s their Priviledges by Grants and Char- 
ters, but. they had them confirmed by Magza Charts as well asra- 
tified by many later Statutes. And by an expreſs Law the Franchiſes 
of London were ſecured from being forifered, cither by the Tran 

reſſions of their Magiſtrates, or Crimes committed by any of the 

ommunity. And tho ſome mad Kings of ny vs ( which in 
the Ifſuc proved fatal torhem } bave ſometimes teaſed the Priviled- 

es of the City into. their own hands, yet none of thera aroſe tothar 

ight of fury and diſtraftion, as to endeavour to have the Char- 
terit ſelf to be declared loſt and forfeited. And as London, which 
was once the Metropolss of the Kingdom , and the Envie as well as 

lory of Exrope, is no more a City, but by thegrace and courtre- 
P of his Majeſtic reduced to avlle-;, {o;. neither Parliaments nor 
Kings can by all,cheir unbounded and ilmited power reſtoreit to 
what it hack loſt, and by the Tyranny of- his —_; and the 
treachery of the Judges is ſtript and diveſted off. For albeit it 
thould hayec reſtored unto it, all that it beld by rhegracious wo 
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ceſſfions of Princes, and all which the ſtatute Law-gave it an origt- 
-nal Proprietyin., yet if this ſentence of the Kings Bench benot re- 
verſed as illegal, 1t cannever more claim what it enjoyed by pre- 
mo , nor challeng a rightful intereſt in thoſe Lands that were 
retofore granted untoand beſtowed upon the Corporation. For 
aS-preſcription once ending, cannever berevived, ſo Lands ſerled 
on a Coporation , upon its once ceaſing to be ſuch, return tothe 
Heires at Law of the firſt and primitive Donors. And now by the 
famecquity and Right that the King hath rob'd the City of its Char 
ter, he may not _ diſleiſe all the Colledges and Bodics Co 
rate in-England of their Lands, and deprive them of their Privi- 
ledges; but he may difpoſſeſs all the Gentlemen of the Nation of 
their Frecholds and inheritances. For #f petitioning fer a Parlia- 
nent be a juſtifiabl ground, for —— the Corporation of London, 
may not molt of the beſt quality in the ſeveral counties, havetheir 
Eſtates wreſted from them upon the ſame pretence? W here is the 
awonted valour of England, or the ancient zeal for our Laws and 
Rights, that we ſuffer our ſelves to be trickt 6ut of Priviledges, 
Franchiſes, and Frecholds by four or 12. menin Gowns, when all 
the armed forcehis Majeſty 1s Maſteroff, durſt not attempt it by 
open violence? Be atlaſt awakned thou drowſie and ſecure City, 
for not only the eyes of three Kingdoms, bur of all the Neighbour- 
ing Nations are upon the, to ſee how thou wik recent this disho- 
nor , indignity and loſs. Andif the Names of Traitors and berrayers 
of Liberties, be due unto thoſe who have been inſtrumental in or 
.cooperated towards this deſign, what Titles of Falſchood, Trea- 
chery, and Tyranny fall ro their \ hare; by whoſe influence and 
councel, and under whoſe Authority , and inobedience to whoſe 
command, all this is done. Is this thy reward for being ſo inſtru- 
mental inthy Kings return, and ſo prodigally liberal to ſupply his 
wants upon all craving occaſions fince? Or 151t to be revengedupon 
the, tor the aſſiſtance which thou affoorded the Nation mm the laſt 
War? Oris not this andthe ſeifing, orftraudulently obtaining,the 
Charters of other Corporations, 1norder tothe moulding a Parlia- 
ment tothe Kings luſt-and humour, andthe getring the repreſen- 
ratives of the Nation tobetray the Kingdom to Popery' and Slave- 
ry? And if we look into the neighbouring Kingdom of Scotland, 
wc {hall beſure to find ſomething paralell unto, if not tranſcending, 
| \ a3 what 


(57) 


what they have don* here. For beſides their late invaſion upon the 
Rights and Priviledges of the City of Edingbowrgh and other Cor- 

rations, in denying them the freedom of Suſing their own 
M iſtrates, and impoſing upon them ſuch as they judg cr 
to alliſt them in their Conſpiracy againſt that Kingdom, havet 
not rob'd and deprived many Lords and Gentlemen of their He- 
reditary Right of being Sheriffs in Shires and Counties. Nor 
did they think it enough to endeavour to {trip the Earl of Argyl 
of his hereditary Office of Shersffalty, but they would have bn 
ed from him the Office of 7uftice General of the Ifles, ArgyP 
Shire &c. which his honorable Anceſtors have for ſome hundreds 
of years poſleſt by as good Right, as any of the Kings of Scotland 
have thew Crown and Throne. And becauſe this Noble perſon 
would not tamely abandon his —_— ,» nor ſuffer them violently 
to be torn from him; they have tound ways and means to get 
them and all elſe he hath, declared to be forefeited , upon the 
moſt malicious and ynreaſonabl proſecution, and the moſt un- 
righteous and unjuſt condemnation, that ever was heard of in a 
Kingdom pretended to be Governed by Laws. 

But are we more ſafe or ſecure from their Malice and Tyranny 
in our Lives, than in ourEſtates, Liberties and Franchiſes; or 
are not theſe made as ſubject ro _ — and luſt, as anything 
elſe that we have uſed to call our felys ers oft. For thould they 
only oppreſs us inour Liberties and goods, we might live to re- 
cent it and reveng' it upon them ; but by deſtroying us, they de- 
liver themſelves from the danger of being called to an acount, The 
fe wes know that the way to conyert England, is to kill the In- 

Itants and convert the Land. And his Majefty judgeth it more 
cligibP, to be a King wh few Subjects, thanto Reign over a great 
people, and not be Arbitrary and Defſpotical. What was the Po« 
pisb you deſigned unto (whereof his Majeſty was both the princi- 
pal Author and Chicf Conductor ) but to deſtroy and root out 
thoſe that are not willing to be Papiſts? And what is the ultimate 
End of our League with France, but the being inabled in due 
time, to kill and extirpate ſuch, asarenot contented to be Slaves? 
Both the Wars againſt Holland, were _— the hope and pro- 
ſpe& that when we had beaten and ſu them , his Majeſty 
might then employ his victorious —_ for the cnſlaying the Na- 

tion, 
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tion , and-cutting the throats of all ſuch as ſhoulddare to repine 
or murmure. It was in order to ſuch a ſervicethar the Black-heath 
Army was firſt raiſed, andthen diſpoſed under the command of 
French and Popiſ b Officers. Nor wasthereany other Motive of his 
Majeſties wheedling the Kingdom into a belief of a War with 
France; but that having bur ſo {pecious and plauſibl a pretence 
gotten an Army to beraiſed, he might uſe them neerer home, for 
the conquering of Brittazie to the Church of Rome and the Will 
of the Prince, And had-it not-beenfor the ſcafonabl detection of 
the Popish Plott, we might before their disbanding have ſeen the 
Land fatned with the blood of Subjects. The Scotts Att of Parlia- 
ment by which his Majeſty isto have 22000 Men with an allowance 
from the Countrey of 40. day's proviſion, to be employed where 
he pleaſeth, was at firit calculated in fubſerviency to ſuch a pro- 
ject; andthe Dukes attempt when he was laſt in Scorland, of pett+ 
ing this offer of an occaſional aſſiſtance of 22000 Men , changed in- 
toa conſtant ſtanding Force of 5000 foot and 500 horſe was yiſi- 
bly to compleat our tlavery , or tomurder us in caſe we thould re- 


' tuſeto part with ourliberties. Bur their defignesof deſtroying us 


by hundreds and thouſands , having hitherto miſcarried ; they have 
been taking us off as faſt as they can, by two and three at a time. 
And tho they have not yet taken the courage tocut our throats in 
a way of violence; nevertheleſs they have been deſtroying as ma- 
Ay as they areable under the covertand Form of Law. Andtill the 
houre come ( which they ſo carneſtly long for) of ſlaughter! 
u$in our Shops or beds, they are making what progreſs and ha 
they can, in murdering us at their Bars andin their Conrts of Juſtice. 
The firſt ſtep towards it , was the hireing and fuborning wit- 
nefſes, to ſwear Treaſon —_ ſuch'as they hada min'd to be rid 
off, Andto promote this, his Majeſties Cloſet , and Secretarie Fen- 
kins Withdrawing Room, were turned into places for keeping the 
office of ſubernation. By this means they eſſayed two year as 
goe, to cutt of the late Earl of Shaftsbury and ſeveral others. Bur 
the Roguery being known,and the villains whom they had ſuborn- 
ed, diſcovering to diverſe that they were ſo; Honeſt juries would 
find no man guilty upon their Teſtimony. Yer having miſſed the 
murdering of one poor man at London, they hurried him to Ox- 
Ford and got him deſtroyed. And this is remarkabl that Afr. Wits 
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mor? the Foreman of that juric which brought in an#gyoramurupon 
the Bill of indictment againſt Mr. Colledg, was one of thoſe per- 
ſons to whom the witneneſles that accuſed Colledg , had confeſled 
their bcing ſuborned, and what their rewards were to be for 
ſwearing him and others out of their lives. Yet becauſe the jurie 
would not believe them in a matter which themſelves had ownedto 
be forged, and wherein they not only contradicted one an other 
but had the depoſitions which they were to ſwear written for” 
them,and which they were forced ſometimes to confultin the ve 
face of the Court ; have all thoſe jurie men been publickly expoſed 
and reproached, and Mr. Wilmore ſent tothe Towre where he lay 
r uruki months, without once knowing who had charged him, 
orever having any legal proceſs brought againſt him. However 
this miſadventure at London againſt Afr. Colledg firſt, and after- 
wards againſt My Lord Shaftsbury ; put them upon obtruding 
ſuch Sheriffs onthe City , as thould be ſure to return jurics adap- 
ted to their deſign. For bag upon the forming an other Shan 
lot, and having made fresh Recruitsto their old ſet of witnefles, 
hey only wanted Sheriffs to their mind who _— returne juries. 
moulded, and prepared rodeſtroy any that the Court thould think. 
fit roaccuſe. And accordingly they forced and impoſed North and 
Rich for Sheriffs upon London, contrary. to the choice of the 
Ele&tors, and to the contempt and overthrow of all the Rights of 
the City. Npr was there leſs to be expected from that day fore- 
ward, than that having gotten Sheriffs of their own complexion, . 
and ſuch as were every way fitted fortheir Turn, they ſhould be- 
fore the expiration of the-year proceed tothe cutting off ſome of 
the moſt eminent Patriots of. our Regpon and property. Nor was 
Sr. George efferies , (who is throughly acquainted with their de- 
lign) affeay'd or aſham'd ro ownit. For having after the convicti- 
on of Sr. Patience Ward, deſired amecting with hirm at Sr. Robers 
Claytons, he not only told him in an infulting manner , that he 
had Ho bis revenge for his loſ: of the Recorderſhip , but that 
having obtained ſuch Sherriffs as they deſired, they had now- the Law 
mn their hands , and could have the life of what man they pleaſed. 
Nor hath the event failed anſwering the threatning and prediction, 
witnels the murdering under a Form of Law ot that incomparabl 
perſon My Lord Ruſſel. Who had he von guilty of all whereot he 
2 was 
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was accuſed , yet could not legally have been adjuged to death. 
The whole of what was villanouſly ſworn againſt him aroſe bur 


-to miſprifion; yet through the Threachery ot the judges, and the 


barbarous injuſtice of a pack*r jurie , was that Religious and zea» 
lous Proteſtant, and honorabl Patriot of our Laws and Liberties, 
condemned and ſlaughtered to the univerſal grief of all honeſt men 
in the three Kingdom's. Nor will any mans innocency be able to 
ſecure him, when ſuchare empannePd and return'd upon Inqueſts 
of Life and Death , whoſe whole behaviour as well as princi- 
les declare that they thirſt for the blood of all who are either true 
Raatobmen or ſincere Proteſtants. It were more honorable in the 
King and his Brother, to command the having us maſſacred in 
ſtreets, than thusto deſtroy usby the malicious Yerdi#s and judg- 
ments of our avowed and ſworn Enemies. Only they think in 
this way to murder our names and reputations, as well as our bodies; 
and with the ſhedding of eur blood, to faſten an infamy upon 
our Memories. Bur as it is to be hop*d that our honor and. eſteem 
will revive, when the Names of the preſent Miniſters ſhall rotr 
and penish; ſo thanks be roGod, we arein the opinion of all ratio- 
nal and vertuous men acquitted from we as well as the 
guilt of thoſe Fats, which they ſeek todeſtroy us for. Bur lett 
us alittle divert our thoughts to the Neighbouring Kingdom, and 
there we ſhall find as barbarous and execrable mſtances, of injuſtice 
and cruelty exerciſed againſt the lives of Eminent and Loyal per- 
ſons, asany we have occaſion to obſerye here. And the Ek exam- 
ple of their bloody Tyranny , which I will take notice of in Scor- 
land, ſhall be the condemning one Blackwoed, on a pretence of 
having received perſons upon his Ground who where reported and 
ſaid to have been at Bothwell Bridge. And as they were neither 
in the Porteons Rolls, nor had any proclamation or proceſs iſſued 
out againſt them, by which Blackwood could be obliged to know 
their caſe, or otherwiſe to be a criminal and an offender; ſoit was 
both after a general indemnity granted , and after the Council 
themſelves had overlookt them for four years , that they either 
came to be accuſed, or this Gentlemen proſecuted upon their ae- 
count. To this may be adjoined the unparelelled and unpreſidented 
procedure of the Nuke, with the approbation and concurrence 
of his Majeſtic, againſt the Earlof Argyle. Who as he was wy 
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of the firſt rank and quality inthe Kingdom, ſohe had ſerved the 
King with his parts, perſon, and Eſtate, beyond what moſt men 
of any degree whatſocverin the Nation, cither had done ,or were 
able ,to perform. And indeed if he be juſtly chargeabl with any 
thing, it 1s for having ſerved his Majeſtie troolong, and with too 
much zeal and affection. Burt let a perſon goe never ſo far in com- 
plyance with and obliging our Court, yet he not only loſeth all 
the thanks which he deſerved, but comesto be treated as a Trai- 
tor and Rebel, if he fall not in with their Councels for the eſta- 
blishment of Popery, and yeeld not himfelf an Inſtrument in their 
delignes of Tyranny and Arbitrarineſs. What might not that No- 
bleman have enjoyed both of favour, wealth, and Authoriy, if 
he would have joined in the conſpiracy againſt the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, andthe Laws and Liberties of his Countrey. But forpre- 
ferring the Truth and Glory of God to the luſt and pleaſure of his 
,Prince, and for valucing his Conſcience and honor, above the 
countenance and eſtcem of the Duke, he hath derived upon him- 
ſelt all the malice andrage of theCourt, and notwithſtanding his 
untainted Loyalty hath been arraigned and condemned as a T rai- 
tor. None who read his accuſation, but muſt think his Enemies 
delirous and lunatich,, as well as highly unjuſt and revengful. If 
they had not Iik*d his Explanation of the Teſt, could they not have 
rejeedit, and reckoned him in thenumber of Refuſers? But at- 
ter he hadallowancefrom his Highneſs ro make that Explanation, 
and after it had been ſo far accepted, as that he was admitted to 
take his place in the Council ; ro proſecute him for depraving his 
Majeflies Laws and for Treaſon, was ſuch a peice of Aa wa He 
injuſtice and J_ that the Reigns of Nero and Caligula do 
ſcarcely paralell. Neither was there any thing in the Explanation 
it ſelf, but what was lawful by the Laws of Nature and Nations, 
and became a man of honor and conſcienceto do. All he faid, was 
that he was willing to take the Teft as far as it was conſiſtent with it 
ſelf and the Proteſſant Religion, and that he would not be otherwiſe 
bound up, but that in his Station andin a lawful way he would with 
and endeavour ſuch Alterations, as he ſhould think tothe advantage. 
of Church and State, and which were not repugnant tothe Proteſtant 
Religion and his loyalty. 1s not every word here ſo far from con- 
taining the thadow 0 RE the utmoſt whichall andevery 
: 3 one 
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one of them do import, was but his indiſpenſabl duty , as a Chri- 
ſtian, a Scotts Subject, and a privy Counſellor to his Majeſty, 
And yet for this hath he been arraigned, and by means ofa pack*r 
jury and mercinary Judges condemned as a Rebel and Traitor. 
Nor have they only in the purſuance of this unrighteous Sen- 
tence ſeiſed his whole Eſtate, diveſted h:m of all his Titles and Dig- 
nitics, and contrary to the Cuſtome of the Kingdom, deſpight- 
fully torn his coat of Arms at the publick Mercat Crofs Choiich 
uſerh nor ro be done except by Ocder of Parliament and for the 
crime of perduellion) but they have hunted after him through all 
Kingdoms whether they thought he may be gone, and have ſent 
the Fenth of Hamborougn to find him out. W hat rational man af- 
terſo many examples of cruelty and injuſtice, can believe either 
his own lite, orthelife of any other p_ ro be ſecure? For have 
not his Majeſty and his Royal Highnefs brought it to that paſs, 
that they have judges and juries , who are as malicious againſt 
Proteſtants, and as revengful againſt the Aferters ot the British 
Liberties, asthemſclvesare? And had we not as good chuſe todie 
Mutes , as to waſt our ſpirits inadefence of our innocence, where 
the whole Court is before hand refolved, todeftroy us. And in caſe 
there bea defeCt of ſeeming proot to the laying us under ſome um- 
brage of guilt, rhey will nevertheleſs cut us off upon the point of 
expediency. Bur it at any time it ſhould fofall our, that they have 
not ſo muchas the colqur of acrime, upon which they dar venture 
to indi&t us , yet even 1n that caſe we are no white the more ſafe, 
but our lives areas much in danger, as if their ſuborned witneſſes 
through having enjoyed oportunities of talking with us were able 
ro improve that into an occaſion of fwearing falſely againſt us, 
For what they are not able to effect by corrupt judges, malicious 
juries, and ſuborned witneſles ; they will endeavour to have ac« 
compliſhed by «ſſaſſinates and hired Murderes. W herein Weftmin- 
fer Hall and the Old Bayley cannot ſufficiently affiſt them in their 
delignes of injuſtice and cruelty ; they have their recourſe to the 
Daggerand Razor. Noris there any man either Friend or Enemie, 
who makes ſo much as adoubt of the Earl of Efex*s being thus de- 
ftroyed, and murdered by them. Watdothey leſs than own them- 
felves in cftc& to be the Authors of that barbarous aſſaſlination, 
by hindrivg all enquiry into the way and manner of the death of thar 
great 
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t and noble perſon. One would think that there could not be 

a greater ſervice done to the world ; the Nation, Common Ju- 
ſtice, and the honor of the Government, than to ſearch out and 
detect the Inſtruments of ſo horrida villany; yet our Court have 
ſer themſelves inthe moſt illegal as well as ſevereſt manner, toper - 
ſecure Mr. Braddon tor offering to appear and medle in that affaire, 
Canany man be ſo partial for the King and Duke, whom this may 
not convince, that they firſt contrived that.ecxecrabl Fat, and 
that it was committed in obedience to their command, The Earl 
of Eſſex was a more Religious as well as a more Heroick perſon, 
than to entertain either ſo mean or ſo ungodly a thought as thar 
of deſtroying himſelf. Such an Act was inconfiltent with his Tem- 
r, as well as repugnant to his principles. It was impoſſible for 
im to attempt it as he was an excellent Chriſtian; and below 
him as he was a Gentleman of bigh courage mixed and accompa=- 
nied with wonderful calmneſs and ſedateneſs. Nor wasthere the 
leaſt cauſe, why he thould ofter violence to himſelfe. For as 
he was not aware of being under = = , that couldlegally bring 
his life intodanger, ſo he very well knew that none of all the wit- 
neſſes of the preſent pretended plott, could ſo much as fay that 
ever they had ſpoken with him, except only My Lord Howard 
of Eſcrick. For as his Religion and loyalrcy had perſerved himfrom 
all criminal offences; ſo his Wiſdom had kept him from giving an 
oportunity tothat kind of cattle to talk with him. And had he been 
conſcious to himſelf of any crimethat could have made him ob- 
noxious tothe Law, he might notonly have withdrawn betore he 
was apprehended ; bur be had an occaſion offered him of eſcape 
after he was taken. Nor was it practicable that any man ſhould 
cut his own Throat, after the manner, meafure and degree that 
his was cut. Forthe fatal wound had not only cut both the gullee 
and windpipe and pierced into the Yertebre of the neck, bur it ex- 
tendedtrom jugular to jugular and trom Ear to Ear, which inthe 
judgment of all Doors and Chirurgeons — for himſclf 
todo. Nor isit only demonſtrable from the Natureof the Gash 
and wound, andthe mannerof Fact, that it was perpetrated up- 
on him by the bloody, barbarous and violent hands of others; but 
there are witneſſes ready to inform and depoſe ( whenſoever they 
may do it with the ſafety of theur own hyes ) that they heard him 
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cry out murder, when the hellish Afſafſinates were forcibly aſſaul. 
ting and comitting the Fatt upon him. What words can expreſs 
the barbarity and horridneſs of this bloody Crime ? What mind 
can conceive horror proportionate to the Excrableneſs of ſuch a 
Fa&t? Or what heart can entertain ſufficient hatred for the Au- 
thorsof it? By the Law of the Landand the Cuſtoms of Nations, 
| the Body of aperſon that is come toan untimely End, ought to 
lycinthe place and poſturethat itfell, till a jury and inquelt have . 
paſſed upon it. Nor can there be any thing moreneedtul as well as 
rational; ſeeing they will thereby be the better inabled through . 
an obſervation of circumſtances, to give a judgment and Verdi& 
of the manner of the parties death. But the Earl ot Eſex was no 
ſooner killed , than that the blood was waſhen away, and the 
Body removed into an other Room. Which was purpoſely done, 
roprevent thejury from a knowledg of thoſe circumſtances which 
would have enlightned them as to the way means and manner of 
his End. But that very thing by which they ſought to obſcureand 
conceal the murder , 1s an evidence and demonſtration of their 
being intereſted and concerned as Authors and Acceſſories to the 
perpetration of it. Alaz poor Eſſex ! is thisthe recompence of all 
thy own loyably and ſervice to the Crown , and of thy Fathers 
laying down his life upon a Scaffold in the Royal cauſe ? Is this 
the reward of all the ſufferings which thou underwent for the 
King, andof all thoſe great things which thou haſt performed for 
the bh port of his dignity and Government ? Didit thou by thy 
en | and conduct help to keep the Crown upon thy Princes 
head; to bethus requitted with the cutting of thy Throat hy his 
Order and appointment? 'The Heal Tub plott wherein thou wert to 
bave been involved with many other innocent Gentlemen, was not 
only an infallibl evidence of the boundleſs and implacable malice 
of the Court againit the, but a certain prediction and fad preſage 
of thy falling at ſome time or an other by their cruel and bl 

hands. Since the day , grapt Eſſex! that thou declinedſt to concur 
with the King in the introduthion of Slavery and Popery, he hath 
been conſpiring and contriving thy ruine. And ſeeing thou 
wouldfſt not renounce thy God, 3, conſcience and thy honor to 
be theirs; they reſolved that thou thould*ſtnot be long thy Coun- 
tries, thy Friends, thy Famulies, or thine own, But was it 
| | not 
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not enough that they contrived and ordered thy murder; but to 
the ſubverſion of all Socicties , they ſhould bribe and employ thy 
Servant and Keeperto bethy Aſſaſſinates. What man of Quality in 
the three Kingdoms 1s ſafe, if his Majeſty and Miniſters will be- 
come Inſtruments to tempr and hire their Domeſtick, and Menial 
Seryants to Poyſon or ſtab them? By the Conſtitutions of all Na- 
Lions as well as England, eyery Priſoner is ſuppoſed to be in the 
cuſtody of the Law , andif he perish (unleſs by a natural death or 
a legal Sentence) the Government is reſponſibP for him. For a 
perlon in thoſe circumſtances and condition, being no way's able 
todefend himſelf; the Law of the Land is ſecurity for his forth- 
comming, and thoſe truſted withthe adminiſtration are to be an- 
ſwerabletor him if he miſcarry., ,Muſt the Royal priſons as well 
the Palacex of our Princes become Shamble; and Slaughrer houſes 
for the murdering of Subjects ? Having through our tamene 
eſcaped for the fact commuted upon Sr. Edmend Bury Godfrey at 
Sommerſet houſe , they have been cmboldned to perpetrate thelite 
upon the Earl of Eſſex in the Tower of London., But was it not 
ſufficient for the King and his Brother, to have plotted and com- 
manded the Aſſaflination:, but they muſt that morning come to 
the Tower to haſten and encourage the Villains in committing the 
hellich and bloody Fact ? And could they not be contented 
Great Eſex! to deſtroy thy perſon; but by making the Felo de ſe 
endeavour to leave a perpetual blott upon they Reputation and 
Name? Virtuous|and Magnanimous ſoule! we know the to have 
been- innocent of ſo baſe a Fact; and as the ny lyes already 
upon others, ſo it isto be hop*d that induetime the blood of ſome 
of them will be made a recompence for thine. 


Having layd open both their betraying our Religion and their 
couſpiring againſt it , and having detected their undermining our 
Civil Rights and Liberties, and their trampling upon them, and 
having unmasked the defignes which are carying cn againſt the li- 
ves of Proteſtants, and how many they do dayly murder ; it re- 
mains that we take a brief Survey of their invaſion uponthe Free- 
dom, Authority and juriſdiction of Parliaments, and how they 
have made them already uſeleſs and inſignificant , and have con- 


mrived to lay them finally aſide. It _ only knownrto all English 
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men, but toall mankind that underſtand any thing of our Confli- 
tution, that Parliaments are as Eſſential a part of the Government 
of this Kingdom, as Princes and Kings themſelves are. The Na- 
tion hath been, and may be without Kings, butit never was wi- 
thout cither actually wan 4 or enjoyinga Right (anfwerably to 
the exigency of affairs) ro have Parliaments. And tho Parliaments 
have ſometimes depoſed and dethroned Kings when they have 
found, them luſtful, oppreſſive and Tyrannous, yet never any 
King was hitherto able finally to cathier or lay aſide Parliaments. 
They have often determined and diſpoſed of the Succeſſion, in 
Tranllating the Crown from thoſerhat were immediate heirs, and 
ſerling it upon ſuch as had no Titles but what their acknowledg-« 
ment gave them. Nor is it our Right by the Conſtitution only to 
have | +>Anineoh but by the ancient Laws of the Kingdom we 
ought to. have them once a year or oftnerif need be. For this we 
havenot only two Statutes made under Edward 3. but it was our 
due by a Law of a more Ancient date enacted under Alured the 
4. Ed 3.c.14. Saxon, And as Parliaments ſhould be anmally called, fo by the 
of £43 Law they are not to be diflolyed rilt alt rhe-Matters and concerns 
(»k- 9x2. of rhe Nation be tranſacted and iſſued, for which they were called, 
Epi and the determining whereof is neceſlary tothe peace, ſafety and 
proſperity of the Kingdom. And to prorogue or diflolve Parlia- 
ments while the condition and State of the Kingdom requires that 
they ſhould continue to fit; is notonly afailurein that duty which 
I 5,in qui the King owes unto his people, bur 1t1s{ 4 violation of the Oath-by 
inſcriber m*- 2yhich bets bound unto them. Forthe power of calling and diflolving 
Parlew, Parliaments 1s not a prerogative of the Crown, in the vertue of 
which he may do inthis matter as he pleaſerh; bur ir is only an ho- 
norary Truſt repoſed in him, which he 1s obliged to apply anduſe 
for the good of his Subjects. And our Zudges might do well to re- 
member that Treſilian and Blake were condemned and executed as 
Traitors inthe time of Richard 2. for affirming among other illegal 
things, that tbe King might diſſolve Parliaments whenfoever be pleaf- 
ed. Nor is this is to be wondred at, ſeeing if the Calling and Diſ- 
ſolving Parliamentsdepended uponthe arburary will of the Prince, 
our Right unto the having of them would be very inſignificant, 


and they themſelves would rey worth. But as the Having 
af Parliaments is an eflentia 


part of our Conſtitution, and as the 
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having them frequently is ſecured into'us not only by the End they 
are ordained unto, but both 'by Statute Laws and the Kings 
Oath; Sobeingonce called and aſſembled, they fit in afivefoldca- 
pacity. Firſt under the Notion of repreſenting the people as tree 
Subjects. And under this conſideration , they are to lay before 
the King the invation upon our Libertiesand Rights, and by pe- 
rition and addreſs tn ſee to the preſervation of all the Priviledges 
which belong unto us by the Pacts andagreements between us and 
our Princes, and whatſoever we may claim either by fundamental 
or ſtature Laws. The ſecond capacity m which they fit is under 
the Notion of the Great Inqueſt of the Kingdom. And fo they 
are to enquire intoall the Grievances of the Qabje&t, to all the 
Oppreſſions of the Kings Miniſters, and into the illegal Grants, 
Patents, Commiſſions , Pardons and whatſoever Acts'the King 
may be charged with in his adminiſtration contrary toLaw. Third- 

ly they fir in the Quality of the Kings Great 'Councel. And as 
| ſuch, they arenotonlybound to adviſe him in reference to all for- 
raign and domeſtick aftair's, fo as may be for the proſperity and 
welfare of the Kingdom ,, and the Stability and honor of the 
Crown; but the King is bound to hearken unto them, and to 
acquieſce in their Advice. Fourthly, they are the High Court 
of Judicature of the Kingdom. So that not only appeals may be 
made unto them by Writs of Error from all other Courts; bur 
they have a power of judgment and execution over all the Subjects, 


without a right mn wy to decline or appeal from their Authoriry. 
1 


And it belongs unto them under this conſideration, to cite, cen- 
ſure, impeach, and ſentence any man whatſoever, according as 
they ſhall find by Common, Statute, or Parliamentary Law, the 
demerit of his Crimes to be. Laſtly , they are a great partof the 
Legiſlative Authority and Power. And as {uch it not only belongs 
unto them in conjunction with theKing, toalter, repeal and en- 
act Laws ; dut in all Bills of Right , the King is bound by the 
Nature of his Office, the End unto which he 1s choſen, and the 
Oath which he takes as his Coronation, to conſent unto and con- 
curin the ratification of ſuch Bills. Now what better care could 
our Anceltors take both to ſecure Parliaments unto us, and to mak 
us happy inthem ; then theſe thingsimport and amount unto. Bur 
alaz! the whole ſtudy-and _ of his Majeſty, hath been wa 
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ther to make Parliaments the vaſlals and Inſtruments of his will, 
or the Subje&s of his Arbitrarinels and Tyranny. He knows that 
the bondage and thraldom under which he delignes to reduce theſe 
Kingdoms, can never be fully cfte&ted and compleated , while 
we ch ſuch Parliaments as by the Law we ought, namely du'ly 
choſen, frequently to fit, and wntampered with after they are afſem- 
bled. And there;ore one of the chiefeſt parts of the preſent con- 
ſpiracy of his Majeſty, the Duke , and the Minifters againſt the 
Kingdom; iscither to corrupt Parliaments, or to croſs them inall 
that they endeavour todo, or elſe wholly ro rob and deprive us 
ofthem. It were endleſs to repeat all theinvaſions upon the Rights, 
Priviledges and Juriſdiction of Parliaments, or to Jay open the 
many aftronts put upon them, the frequent proroguing and di 
folving them when the condition and ſtate of rhe Nation required 
their continucing toſit, and the endeavouring to diſgrace and de- 
fame as loyal Parliaments as ever England had ; and therefore I 
ſhall only! intimate a few particulars , by which the Conſpiracy 
of the King againſt the Liberty, Priviledges& very being of Par- 
liaments may be made obvious and apparent. The firſt atrempr 
hath becnto corrupt Parliaments, and by what was inſtituted for 
the means of our ſafety, to promote and accomplish our Ruine. 
In ſubſerviency hereunto they have made ſure of the Majority in 
the Houſe of Peers, not only by making ſuch men Biſhops who 
have neither Religion nor moral Vertuc, but by creating a great 
number of of new Temporal Barons, of whom the moſt do either 
entirely depend upon them by reaſon of their Offices and Places, 
or clſeare as much inthe plott tor Popery and Arbitrarineſs as them- 
ſelves. To this we not only owe the obſtruction of the juſtice of 
the Nation as well againit the Popish Lords in the Tower, as 
many other _ and enormous Offenders ; but the rejection of 
many good Bills prepared for the ſecurity of our Laws and Reli- 
gion, and particularly that for the m——_ of the Duke of York, 
a perſon who both by his inclination and his defection to the See of 
Rome, purſues the cnflaving anddeſtroying of the Nation. So 
that all the obſtruction which they fear from a Parliament to their 
dclign's, 1s only that which the Houſe of Commons may be in a 
cntieion;co give them, And this they are labouring in the moſt 
flegal, arbitrary and tyrannous way's, to ſave themſelves from 
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the apprehenſions of ; vy moulding and cw that ay to 
their Luſt and Will. For beſides what they have already done, 
partly in making Eleions ſo expenſive that honeſt men are aſham- 
ed to ſtand, partly in bribing ElcCtors to betray the Nation by 
giving their votes for unworthy men, andpartly by apointing and 
conſtituting thoſe for Sherriffs, who to gratify and comply with 
the King, are ſure to make falſe Returns : I fay beſides all this 
which is directly calculated to the undermining and blowing upthe 
freedom and integrity of Parliaments, they have at laſt fallen upon 
the wreſting of Charters from Corporations, in order to make all 
the Cities and Burroughs of England (which cleft three parts of 
four of the Members of Parliament) vaſlals in their choice to the 
pleaſure and eommand of his Majeſty and hisdear]y beloved Bro- 
ther, /Noris there any thing belongs to Parliaments by the con- 
ſtitution of the Government, wherein they have not made inva- 
fions upon them, and trampled on all their priviledges and de- 
ſtroyedthelr Rights, For let their Petitions and Addreſſes be ne- 
ver ſo modett or juſt, and the matters repreſented inthem never 
ſo weighty and important ; yet our Gracious King that pretends 
ſo much to-Rule by Law , does not only refuſe them with indig- 
nationand ſcorn, but turn's them into derifion and ridicule. And as 
for their advice,which as they are the KingsGreat Council,they are 
boundto give, and his Majeity obliged to hearken unto; how litle 
hath it been regarded ſeeing the greateſt affairs, and thoſe which do 
molt neerly concern our ſubfiſtance as well as happincſs, have been 
not only agitated and concluded without it, but refolved uponand 
determined contrary thereunto. Toall former inſtances of which 
kind, they have added a fresh onein the diſmantling , and foreſake 
ing Tangier, whichthe Parlament was not only fo careful tohave 
preſerved, but in order thereunto would have annexedit tothe Im= 


| po Crown. And asf it were not a ſufficient violation of the 


ings Oath, and an open invalionupon the Priviledges of Parlia 
ment; to prefer private and unknown Counſels and ſuch as are 
deſtructive both to Church and State, to the wholeſom, taithful 
and ſafe advice of his high and greatcſt Council; his Majeſty hath 
of late aſlumed that ry and abſolute power as to exclude 
them from medllng in thoſe things which are moſt proper unto 
them, Witneſs rhole Anſwers _ he gave tothe Addreſles and 
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_—_— of Parliaments, m order to his Majeſtics- concerting 
Alliances for checking the growing power and threatning Great- 
of Francc. For he hath not only to the breach of that Faith and 
truſt which is repoled in him, contemprtuouſly rejected their advice, 
but hath had the coufidence in the face of both Houſes, toup braid 


See the Kings TRE 45 entrenching upon his prerogative and the undoubted Rights of 
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themſelves honeltly, and as becomes Englishmen inthe Ele 


þ Mey the Crown, for oftering to Councel him in a matrer which 1n all 


ages hath uncontrovertibly belonged unto them. And as to their 
Priviledg, Right and.power of impeaching delinquents , how 
hath the King not only obſtruCfted all wager I againſt themoſt 
enormous transgreſſors of the Law ,'and betrayers of our Liberties 
and Religion; For admitted into his ſpecial fayour, and exaltgdto 
the higheit Truſts, ſuch whom the Parhament have judged wor- 
thy of capital punishments, as well as to be publickly accuſed and 
branded. So that the ſureſt and moſt compendious way to enjoy the 
diſtinguithing favour of the Prince,- and to be advanced both to 
dignities and honors, as well as places of profit and advantage, 
was to fall under the diſpleaſure of the Parliament , and to be 
made obnoxtous to punishment by their cenſures and impeach- 
ments. Andtothisalone ground and motive doth my Lord Hatls- 
fax owe his advancement tothe honor of a Margueſs and the place 
of Privy Seal, and Sr. George fefferies ſtand indebted for his pre- 
ferment to be Lord Chief Fuſtxce of England. But if any do p__” 
ction 

of Members, or being ſuch as are choſen, diſcharge their dury to 
God and their Countrey with integrity and fidelity in the Houſe ; - 
they are ſure not _ to be turned out of all places of Truſt and 
ain, but to fall under the diſpleaſure of rhe Court and the per- 
4 ha of the Government. Nor do moſt of theſe Gentlemen 
who are undcr confinement and in danger of their lives upon the 
reſent pretence of aplott, ſtaffer en any otheraccount, but for 
nr erke themſelves in Parliaments as became men of honor and 
conſcience, and for anſwering the Truſt which the Kingdom had 


\ repoled in them for the preſervation ot their Eſtates, 'Liberties, 


Lifes and Religion. Andrhou great and incomparabl Ruſſel, waſt? 
made afacrifice and victime to the Malice, Rage and Tyranny of 
the Court, not for being guilty againſt his Majeſties perſon or his 
Government, but becaulc of thy courage and zeal un the = 
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of Commons to ſave the Nation from Slavery, and the Reformed 
Dottrine and Worthip from Romish Superſtition and [dolatry. 
Nay they are come to that meaſure and degree of contempt and 
hatred of Parliaments , that the King and his publick Miniſters 
havenot only countenanced the Ridiculing and expoſing themin 
dayly prints, but his Majeſty himſelf hath taken upon him to de- 
fame and arraignthem in his Royal Declaration. And as if it were 
not a thing whereot they are athamed or aftray*d, the King himſelt 
hath been heard to fay , that he would make the Name of a Parlia. 
ment to be foregotten in England. Nay they have already expreſled 
there deſpight to that degree again(t Parliaments, that they have 
not only by a Royal Proclamation made it criminal to petition for one, 
but have made a modeſt Addreſs unto his Majeſty for the calling and 
fitting of a Parliament, the Chief and principal ground of their De- 
claring the Charter of London to be forefeited,, andof ſeiſing it into 
the hands of the King. His Majeſty _—_ to da well to remember 
that not only Tarquin was depoſed, bamithed , and the Govyern- 


ment changed by the Romans, quia morem de ommibus Senatum con - Livins. 


ſulenas primus ſolvit ; becauſe he aboliched the cuſtome of conſulting 
and adviſing with the Senate in all affaires; but that the derhroning 
of Richard2, and Edward 2. by our Anceſtors, and their waging 
war againlt Zohn and Henry 3. had their rife and fource from the 
fame cauſe. And if the King would but wouchſafe to conſult the 
Hiſtories of his Predeceſlors, and the fundamental Laws accord- 
ing to which he ought to Govern; he would find that among 0- 
ther Articles objected again(t the Richard 2. when he was forced 
to refignthe Crown, he was charged with putting by Sheriff latw- 
fully elefted , and placing his Favorites in their room contrary tothe 
Law, bis Oath and his honor. Butl find my ſelf engaged on a ſub- 
jet where inopem me copia facit, redundancy of matter reſtrains 
and confines me from ſaying any more. Only I thall beggandde- 
fire of my- Countrey men, to rccolle&t and bethink themſelves 
where about thy are,. and into what ſtate and condition of vaſla- 
lge and ſlavery the King hath brought and reduced them, For 
not only all thy Priviledges, Liberties, Laws and Rights are fub- 
verted and trampled upon}, Opoor England! but thy legal Go- 
vernment is overthrown and ditſolved; only there are none yet 
found, who have the courage to declare inthe face of the _ 
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Mank.Parir-that it 1s fo, Tt was not only one of the Laws of Edward the Con- 
feſſor , quod {s Rex deſit offirio, nomen Regis in eo non conſtabit , that if 
the King faile inthe diſcharge of his Truſt and Office, hue no longer de- 
ſerucsnor ovght to enjoy that Name; but the Hiftorian tells us that 
the Sword called Curranas, which hertoforc was carried before our 
| Princes at their Coronation, did ſignify tae Authority and Power 
| - which the pcople had-to withſtand and reſtrain them , if they de- 
viated from the Law intheir Admiſtration. 

I am ſenſible that what1s here offercd and layd open, will make 
no impreſſion upon the King, nor any way's influence him to 
change the councels and meaſures which he hath ſo long purſued. 
For as he lights all the obligations and Tyes by which heis bound 
unto his people , ſo he is both regardleſs of his Fame and credit here, 
and fearcleſs of the judgments of God in the world tocome. And 
as the perſon is very well know*n, in whoſe Chamberthe King 
having found a Bib, did thereupon reproach him &s one of leſs wit 
than be had taken him to be, 1n that be troubled himſelf with ſuch a 
Book; ſothere are ſome at Coure who can very well remember,how 
that his Majeſty having been told, what infamy the Hiſtorie of 
his Life and Reign would entail? upon his memoire when he was 
dead, replycd in a phraſe —_— any but himfelf, rhat he 
Carednotif the world made a whiſtle of iz breech when he was gone. 
It isto you therefore O Freeman of England! that theſe diſcove- 
rics arc addreſſed and conſigned; and for your ſakes and the infor- 
mation of the thinking and rational part of mankind , are theſe 
things herededuced and unfolded. You ought to talk no more of 
your Liberties and Priviledges, but to liſt your ſelfes in the num- 
= oft French Peſants, and Turkssb Vaſſals. A Popish Cabal is to 
be in ſtead of your Parliaments, and Edits and Proclamations are 
to ſupply the room of your Laws. To you alſo O Kingdoms of 
Europe! do we make our appeal, and commit the power of jndg- 
ing between Charles the Second, and his Subjefs of England, Scot- 
{and, and Ireland. Are there any of the Free Nations about us, 
thar can paralell us in point of 'Tameneſs and patience, as well as 
for Loyalty and Fealty ? For haye we not without making the 
leaſt oppofition or reſiſtance (fave what a few weak and oppreſſed 
=_ were partly trapan'd and parly torced unto in Scoeland) 
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of our Laws, all theſe conſpiracies for the extirpation of our Re- 
l;gion, all theſe Forged and Sham plots for the deſtru&tion of 
our Lives, and all theſe Murders and Afſaſlinations committed 
upon our perſons? Nor is it a Ceſar or Charles 5. that we have 
endured theſe things trom , whoke wit and courage might in 
ſome meaſure excuſe our cowardiſe; but we have connived at, 
and ſuffered them from a new lett of Sardanapa!s and Heliogabali, 
which increaſeth our infamy as well as addeth weight unro our 
Chains. For asone ſaid inthe Houſe of Commons, tho it might be 
aſcribedto our prudence ,to be the Horſe tocary the Lyon and Fox to 
the wood, (the one being a creature of craft and the other of 
ſtrenth) yet no Apologic can be made for complying to cary Hogs 
and Baboons thither. So that our ſottish bearing 1s both become 
our reproach and the matter of the worlds amalement ; nor can 
any thing bur the vindicating our Rights and redeeming our ſelves 
from ſlavery, reſtore us to our ancient honor, and make us again 
become the Subject of all mens commendation. 


Now having afterall that (mae ge. 4 with againſt our 
Religion and Laws, behaved our ſelves peaceably and with an un- 

reſidented Loyalty ; we may the more juſtly complain of his 
Majeſtics late Declaration , wherein he is pleaſed to aſperſe ſo many 
of his Proteſtant Subjects with the guilt of Treaſon, and of a de- 
Ggned Aſſaſſination. 'That which in the laſt place we will there- 
for* apply our ſelves unto, thall be ro thew with what barbari- 
ty as well as falſchood we are there accuſed and defamed. And 
how can it be reaſonably hop'd that he thould deal fincerily and 
above boord with the world, whoſe whole courſe hath been to 
deal deceitfully and treacherouſly with God. He who ſeeks to 
impoſe upon the Alſecing and Almighty Majeſty of Heaven and 
Earth, can never be thought toſcruple the deluding Nations and 
abuſing the credit of mankind. What faith can begiven toa per- 
ſon, whoisa Proteftent in the Chappel, anda Papsft mthe Cloſer? 
This houre at the Maſs, and the next at the Letwrgy. Bearing a 

art in the Romish Ceremonies of Chr:fmas Eve at Summerſet 
Louſ; and communicating the next day according to the manner 
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of a Religion which he hath not only'ſecretly renounced , bur 
ſeeks by all means to extirpate; and declaiming againſt a Wor- 
thip which he hath both perſonally embraced, and frequently 
vow?d to introduce and eſtablisch. His whole live is made up of 
contradictions, and to fave others the troubP of charging him 
with falſchood, he employ's his own Tongue in whatſoever he 
fay*s or doth to give his heart the lie. Nor ishe to be underſtood in 
= he ſwears ro God, or promiſeth ro Man, but by reading 
him backward, and conſtrwmg him directly contrary to what he 
would appear. We ought never to for get with what folemnity 
he took the covenant, and with what perfidiouſneſs he broke it. 
If everhe ſeem'd fincerein any thing he did, it was in binding his 
Soule by that tremendous Oath. And yetthart the world __ 
have an inſtance both of his treachery towards men whom thereby 
he ſought todelude, and of his contempt of God whom he had in- 
vocated as an Avenger of perjury, he hath not _—_— and 
avowedly violated it, but made it be burnt 1n all the three Na- 
tions by the hands of common hangmen. What integrity can 
there be in the Declarations of that Prince, whoſe moſt ſacred 
Oaths are aknowledged by himſelf to have been adeligned cheat ? 
Nor will any but Fools give credence to aperſon, who hath a 45- 
ſpenſation before hand to deceive, and an Fbſolution for it when he 
hath done. Beſides the Religiouſnebs of ſuch an End, as the Extir« 
patag thc Northern Hereſie, and deſtroying Proteſtants; is enough 
toſanttify all rhe means {how unnatural and irreligious ſoever they 
be) that lyc in a ſubſerviency ron. Theintroducing the Catho- 
lick Worſhi » and ſubjefting three Kingdoms to the Triple 
Crown, 1s able to transform vice into verrue and to render the 
murdcring ſuch as Eſex and Rwſcl meritorious Deeds, 


Wewould alfo hope that from the Obſervation which theWorld 
hath made of the Kings infincerity in former Declarations, they 
will learn how litle faith and credit ought to be given unto his Ma- 
jeſty in this. Ir obtains to aproverb in refterenceto perſons of all 
other ranks, that once a harandneverto bebelieved; but may be 
our Prince by vertue of being Defender of the Faith, is diſcharged 
trom the Laws of Morality that thereſt of Mankind are obliged 
unto. 
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unto. Noris it a ſmall advatitage which heenjoy's . being recon- 


ciled to the Church of Rome, and under the condudt of the Je. 
ſuites, that he can impoſe upon and abuſe the world, without ob- 
noxiouſneſs tothe charge of falſehood. With what ſeeming ap. 
pearance of Truth, ws, ſpecious face of integrity, was the Kings 
Declaration from Breda both penned and obtruded upon thelſg 
three Nations ? And yet his Majeſties whole deſign in that paper, 
was only to wheedl and delude an ecafic fort of people, and to flat. 
ter them in to hopes of what was never reall def ned nor ins 
tended. For notwithſtanding that the good opinion begotten and 
raiſed in the minds of men by that Declararion, was one of the 
chicfeſt means of his peaccabl reception into his Kingdoms ; yet 
that being once obtained , ( which was all his Majeſty aim'd 
at) we on found our felves deceived as to all we ho 
for elſe upon the faith and credit of the Royal word. Andto 
this we may ſubjoin that other famous Declaration, emitted u 
the ſhutting up of the Excheaquer. Where tho the Sacred 
Word and Royal Faith were inplain and emphatical Terms layd 
to pledg; yet the Events have no way's correſponded or been a+ 
grecablc to his Majeſties promiſes. W hence we may juſtly con- 
clude, how litÞ Papers bcaring that Title and prefaced with C. R. 
deſerve our fuberibing tothe Truth of them, Nay if there hath 
been the leaſt fincerity in any of all the Declaretsone which he hath 
bliſhed, or inany of the publick Speeches which he bath made 
= his returne, wearc then contented that this may have an en- 
tire and uniycrſal credit given unto it. But if there hath been 
nothing of candor or integrity in any of theſe; we may then ho 
the world will belicyc , that his Majeſty hath not deyrted in this 
from his common and conſtant practice, ; 

Nor is it matter of wonder that the _ ſhould publickly 
flander and arraign a few private Subjects, haying ſcandalouſly 
charged and accuſed two of the moſt loyal Parliaments that ever . 
the N ation choſe. W hart better Treatment can particular Gentle - 
men look for from a Prince, who hath publickly defamed theRe- 
prenſatives ofa whole Kingdom? For after he had contrary tothe 
Truſt repoſed in him, and withja violation of that facred Oath by 
which he is bound unto his Su "=_ » rejected all their Cone 
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andadvice; fteltred betrayers of our Laws and Religion from 
Juſtice; and trampled upon the Rights and Priviledges of Parlia- 
men; he at laſt not only diſſolved them when they were endea- 
vouring with the utmoſt care and fidelity to fave and preſerve the 
Nation, but he purſued, accuſed and reproached them in afalſe & 
-libellous Declaration. And according to the _—_—_— » Truthand 
Juſtice of his Majeſtics procedure againſt theſe two Parhaments, 
we are willing the world thould make a conſtruftion and judg- 
ment of his dealing with us. It thoſe great and Auguſt Aflem- 
blies were guilty ot what the King thought fit ro accuſe them of, 
we will not then retuſe to be eſteemed criminal in all-thoſe things 
which are fo maliciouſly and opprobriouſly laid upon us. Bur 
itthey werc innocent, notwithitanding all the imputations they 
were loaded with in a Paper ſtamp'd with the Royal Authorny, 
and bearing the Credentials of the Regal word and faith; we may 
then hope that the rational part of Mankind, wall do us the right 
to believe that we ate alſo guiltleſs of what we are accuſed of in a 
Print of the like Nature, and which hath nothing elle to give it 
credence in the world, but that Princely Word which hath for- 
feited all reputation among men, through its being ſo often made 
the ſupport of calumnics and ſlaunders.. 


Andit is noſmall vindication from the ſcandal of being Traitors 
and Parricides wherewith we are aſperſed in that Paper, that his Ma- 
jeſtie hath been ſo long and induttriouſly labouring to get us in- 
volved under the guilt and ignominy of the ſame crimes. To what 
end did his Majeſty firſt ſuborn and then employ Dangerfeld and 
Fits-harris, bu to-have faſtned a conſpiracy againſt his perſon and 
Government upon a company of loyal and wortly Gentlemen? 
And ſhould we not have been repreſented as monty tothe 
world as now we are, and ſuffered the ſame barbarities which now 
wedo; had not theſe Forgeries of Whitehal againſt our lifes and 
honor, . been by a gracious aud wondertul providence diſcovered 
before they could take effe&t?. So implacabl* was the malice of the 
Court againft the Chief Patriotsof- our Laws and Religion,, that 
the deſign of ruining us by means of thoſe inſtruments having miſ- 
garricd , they immediately applyed themſelves to find mw _ 
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Tools, whom they might bribeto damn their Soules in order to 
deſtroy thoſe who had appeared againſt Popish Idolatry and French 
Tyranny. For as it hath been uncontrollably demonſtrated elfe- See 2he three 
where, that Fitz-Gerard, Smith, Dugdale &c. were all biredand _ tocb bony 
ſuborned, to ſwear whatſoever his Majeſty and Mwniſters ſhould g%:. 
ditate unto them ;. ſo the tendency of that Forged plot wherem ,Y 
theſe villains were to be witneſſes, was to have gotten the prin. * 
Cipal Peers and Gentlemen of the Kingdom condemned for havin 
deligned to ſeiſe the King and alter the Government. And by allthe 
Lines and Features of thepreſent plot , for which we are defam'd, 
proſcib'd and murder*d; it evidently appears to have been anviPd 
on the ſame Forge, and to come our ot the ſame Shop, where the 
other was form'd. So carefull have all wiſe Nations beento pre- 
vent the danger, which the Reputation and Lifes of men mighr 
be brought uito by a falſe Teſtimony ; _ that the very propoling a ria. Mares. 
reward whereby to influence one to be a witneſs, made him that x4 
didit obnoxious to the Cornelian Law. And when the punishment 
whichthat Law adjudged Franſgreflors unto, was found too {mall 
to reſtrain and terrify Calummators ; it was appointed by the 
Aemmian Law ,. that they thould be branded ne biematifed inthe p72 cicc pro 
| pores But the world till degenerating, and men growing day- Re. 

more inclina»le to all kind of wickedneſs; it wasarlaſt ordained,. 
that Calumniators and falſe Accuſers ſhould be made ro LO yide Mate. ad” 
Lex Talionis, and undergoe the ſame punishment which they de- #444 
ſigned to bring others unto. And which ſhews the neceſlity as 
well as proclaymes the juſtice of ſuch a procedure ; the Divine Pee: 19-16, - 
Legiſlator made it one of the Starures which he preſcribed for the "> 
Government of the Judaick Commonwealth. Had webutenjoy'd 
the benefite of any of theſe Laws , orat leaſt obrained thehaving.. 
inflited upon Suborners, Calumniators and Falſaries, what: our 
own Common and ſtatute Laws render ſuch Enemies of mankind 
and Peſts of Societies lyabl unto ; we had not-only eſcaped the 
preſent ſufferings which we are brought under by means of Subor- 
nation and perjury , but the greateft 'of our enemies at Whitehel 
had long arc this born more dittinguishing marks about them , and - 
ſtood deciphered by more dishonorabP and reproachful Symprom's, 
than any which they have been Poe ro deſcribe ſome Gentlemen - 
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their Gazetts by. How diſſagreeabV is it to all theRules and mea- 
ſures whereby men uſe to regulate and govern themſelves, that 
they ſhould be believedin the accuſations they faſten upon us, who 
have been found fo often to calumniate, and have fo frequently 
conſpired to deltroy us by m_ crimes. And as all perſons, who 


have cither a grainof ſenſe or honeſty, doabſolve us trom the leaſt 
rincture of guilt in relation to thoſe former plots, being convinced 
in their coniciences thatthey wereall framed by the Court ; fo we 
would hope that according to the Laws of equity and juſtice, they 
will entertain the ſame opinion of this , and account us innocent 


from the guilt of it. 


Nor canour innocency be made better appear tothe world inre- 
lation to this plot whereof we ſtand now accuſed, than by their 
charging us, with the being guilty of Tumnlts and Riors zvartece- 
dently toourentring uponan mon uns hem 7 pretended conſpi- 
racy. For as they can mean nothiug by theſe Rzozs and Tumnlts, 
bur the carriage of the Citiziens in Guildhall at the Ele&tion of 
Sherrifſs for the year 1683. ſo therecould be nothing more remote 
fromthe demerit of thatimputation, thanthe whole manage and 
conduct of that affaire was upon the _ of them that ſtood ac- 
cuſed. Thoſe of the Livery who challenged the benefit of their 
Priviledg and Right of Electing two Sherrifts, were obſerved by 

all SpeCtator's that were impartial, to have behaved themſelvcs 
with wonderful civility , peaccableneſs and modeſty. Only Sr. 
Fohn More then Lord Major, was pleaſed to aſſume an illegal and 
Arbitrary power over the Hall, and becauſe ſome Citizens did 
require that they might be allowed what belonged unto them by 
their Charters and immemorial Cuſtom's , he was pleaſed at the 
inſtigation of the Kings Miniſters to ſtile it a Riot, and get them 
indicted for ir. The Major is ſo tar from having an Authority and 
wer by Law to chole a Sherift or ſo. much as Govern the Com- 
mon Hall in their ele&ion ; that he is not an eſſential conſtituent 
art of that Aſſembly. For as Common Halls have been ſometimes 
held withont him; ſo all that belongs unto him when he 1s preſent, 
is only a angee vote, which is no more than every Member may 
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alleng. But there being at that time one who is a 
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knave as well fool in the chair, his Majeſty thought fit to giveus an 
Efſlay of his Deſporical and tyrannous Rule, in the Arbitrary and 
illegal proceedings of my Lord _ For at the ſame timethar 
the. Nonſenfical er pagonn Villain, had uſurped a power to 
appoint one Sherift , and was challenging a Negative upon the Hall 
inthe Elehon of the other; he notonly acknowledged to diverſe 
the injuſtice of his atings, but ſought totransfer the blame upon 
the «by his Miniſters, who ( as he affirmed) had threatned 
to ruine himif he did it not. Whoſoever obſerved his Majeſties 
intereſting himſelf in that affair, with the ſame zeal as if his three - 
Crowns had lyenat ſtake; might IE that it wasin ſubſer- 
viency to otherdeſignes which he had been plotring and contriving.. 
For having deſigned todeſtroy under a form of Law, ſuch perſons 
as ſtood moſt in the way to hinder the introdudtion of Popery and 
Tyranny, he reſolved to obtrude thoſe upon the City for Sheriff, - 
who would impannel and return juries every way principled to 
find innocent perſons guilty ot what crimes foever his Majeſty 
thould think meet to have them accuſed off. And it 1s our honor 
as well as our vindication under all our ſufferings for this pretended 
plot; that none but ſuch who ſwore a Rior at Gwild-ball on Mid- 
ſummer day 1682, and afterwards found harmleſs Gentlemen (who 
did nothing there but their duty) guilty of it; have given creditto 
this conſpiracy, or found Bills againſt perſons for it. And we are 
willing upon theſe two points, to make all the unbiaz'd part of 
Mankind judges berwixt the Court and us , at whoſe dore' this 
Conſpiracy ought to belayd; namely on whoſc fide the illegal pro- 
ceedings were at that Ele&ion, and by whom the diſturbances + 
were occaſioned which aroſe in that Aſſembly. 


Nor is there any better way of judging upon whom this plot 
ought injuſtice to be charged, thanimparrially ro conſider whoſe. 
Ends are molt ferved and promoted by i. For asit muſt be acknow- 
ledged that exther we have confpired againſt the King, or that He . 
_- his dearly beloved Brother have conſpired againſt us; fo that 
which remains to be decided, is whether the reproach and guilt of 
this conſpiracy is to þe lay'd upon them or to be imputed untous, 
And if extherihe compaſſng Revenge, or the advancing intereſt, 
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-can ſerveto thedetermining this Controverſie ; we muſt infallibly 
be acquitted and diſcharged, and his Majeſty with his Brother and 
Manitters ſtand convicted and-caſt. For as tothe gratifying of their 
Revenge, whichisone of the ſweeteſt and mott delighttul things 
inthe world to Princes; how evidently doth this maniteſt it ſelf in 
all the principal perſons whom they have either ſciſedor proſcribed, 
If any man will do himſelf that-right, asto-call them over in his 
own. mind, they will be found to be ſuchas have appearedin their 
ſeveral ſtations'for the excluſion of the Duke of York, and who 
upon all occaſions have witneſſed a zeal for the Proteſtant Reli- 
' gionand the Laws of England. So that upon this Topick, the pre- 
ent proſecution of ſo many Gentlemen, ariſeth not trom any guilt 
on their part, but from Malice and Revenge onthe Kings and his 
Brothers. And as to the other medium , namely whole intereſt 
was-moſt likely to be promoted by a proteſtant plot, and by con- 
ſequence who ought to be charged with the preſent conſpiracy. 
It is demonſtrabl? that as we could not rationally propound unto 
our elvesthe ſerving of ours, ſoit is moſt certain there could not 
be a more probab]* or efteEtual means in the world to advance 
theirs. For asthe two things which the Court hath for ſeveral years 
ſo induſtriouſly purſued, were the damping and ſtifling the be- 
lief of a Popish plot, and the deſtroying thoſe who withitood the 
introduci idolatry and Tyranny; ſo the thamming a plot upon 
thoſe Len whom they have accuſed, and the obtaming their 
being thought guilty ot a deſign againſt theKings perſon andthe 
eſtabliched Government, was admirably thapen to the compaſ- 
ſing theſe two Ends. In reference tothe firſt , they hop'd not only 
by this means to ſtifle thenoiſe of a Popish plot, through putting 
the Nation upon a falſe ſcent; but they reckoned hercby to per. 
{wad an caſieand credulous people, that there never was any {uch 
thing as a conſpiracy of the Papiſts » butthat it was only counter- 
feited by us to conceal areal one of our own. And as to the ſecond, 
1s it not obvious that the perſons apprehended and proſecuted upon 
this pretendedplot, arenotſuch who through weakneſs of under- 
ſtanding or narrowneſs of Fortune were likely to bein fuch a de- 
ſign, but they have ſingled out the chiefeſt men of principles, 
Quality and Eſtate, as if they wouldtell the world that the Kin 
an 
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-andhis Brother werethe Framers of this plot, and that they hayc 
calculatedit for the deſtrudtion of thoſe whom they tear oppoſition 
from, in their bringing in of Popery and Arbitrary Governmegt. 
And as the forging a Proteftant plot was the moſt probable "y 
in the world to ſerve the intereſt of the King and Duke of Tork, 
eſpecially having made 1ure of juries before hand to theirturn; fo 
for Proteſtants to have been the Authors of areal one was to have 
engaged in a deſigne the moſt deſtruftive to their intereſt that 
could be thought'of. And as his Majeſty hath been pleaſed to lay it, 
we muſt not only have beenin afeaver bur ſtark mad, thould we 
haveembark'd inan enterpriſe ſodire&tly repugnanttoour hopes as 
well as ſubverſive of ourenjoyments. What could be more ridicu- 
lous, than for the Duke ot Monmonth toconfpire againſt Monar- 
chy, who bothby his own merit and his intereſt intheloveof the 
people, (not to ſpeak at preſent of his legal Title) hath fo fair an 
expectation of the Crown ? Nor could the Earl of Efex, My F 
Lord Gray, My Lord Ruſſel, My Lord Brandon, Mr. Booth be in A 
a plot for altering the Government, wherein they hada great and 3 
hereditary ſhare, unlef we £dmit at the fame time that they were 1.4 
entred into a conſpiracy againftthemſelvesandtherr poſterity. And ; 
whoſoever can believe that they were in ſuch aplot, muſt acknows 
ledg that they were fitter tor Bedlam than the 'Tower, andmnſtead 
of bein proceeded againſt as Trattors, ought to haye been dealt 
with as Fools or as perſons that were diſtracted. 


And if we do but obſervethe 7:meand Dateto which the King 
in his Declaration hath adjuſted the Riſe and Beginning of this con- 
gry , it will be yet more evident'to all impartial men that the 

uilt and infamy of it ought to be transferred from us, and to be: 
layd upon his Majeſty and his Brother. For whereas he is pleaſed 
to tell the world, that about the beginning of Oftober laſt, when the muta; 
Heads of the Fattion ſaw the Magiſtracy of London ſetled in perſons Fav 27. 
of loyal principles, they fell immediately to conſult of riſmg in Arms ; - 
is it not in effect as if he told us, that having then obtained She- 
riffs for his Turn, was the ſeaſon to ſpring a Shamm plot upon 
Proteſtants, and thereby.deſtroy thoſe whom heeither bore a 


culiar hatred unto, or apprehended - ſtand moſt inthe way o = 
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Popish © yr ang; Amen. Qage ing had weintcnded an infurs 

wo {| the Government, it had been attempted with more- 
probability of Succeſs while the poſſe Londins was in other hands. 
d the omitting to lay hold onſuch an oportumity, may ſerve to 
arethe weddthas no ſuch thing waslikely to find a room inour 
thoughts. For if we diſpaired of the concurrence of the former 
Sheriffs in-ſuch an-atrempt , we could expett no leſs thanthe ut- 
moſt oppoſition from thoſe that ſucceeded. Nor are we fo weary 
of our lifes as to throw them away, meerly to gratify and advan- 
rage our Enemies , tho in the mean time we are not fo fond of 
them, as todecline venturing them when the faving our Countrey 
requires it, and there may be a probability ot ſuccels.. 


+ And as we arc highly obliged to his Majeſty for determining the 
rf eommencement of this pretended plot to the beginning of the 
laft Oftober ; fo from the jultification which herein he wouchſafes 


us from All the treaſonable conſpiracies whereof we were accuſed 


- 
. 


| before, we hope the world will be perſwaded of our innocency in 


reference to this. wherewith we are:mow charged and fJaunder'd. 
Foy if the Heads of the Fafion fell.not to conſult of riſing in Arms, 
rl about the beginning of Oftober laſt, that the Magiftracy of Lon- 


Q \ was ſetled in perſons of loyal principles : what 1s then become of 


the plot for ſeifong the King at Oxford, for which diverſe were im- 
priſoned, and poor Colledg condemned and executed Were we not. 
charged with that as well as will this, and were there notas ma- 
—_—_— produced to prove the one y as do hitherto appear on 
the Stage to. confirm the other? And it all was but Shamm and 


| Slaunder then; ought we'not from thence to conclude, that there 


1s nothing but Fin ſupported with malice in whatſocyeris alled- 
ged againſt us now. 


Nor can any man-bejuftly offended , ifto the Word, Faith and 
Authority of the King in his Declaration where he aſperſeth fo 


- many of his Subjects with a conſpiracy agaiaſt his perſon and Go- 


vernment, we oppoſe the Teſtimony and Dying words of My 


' Lord Ruſſel, who tho not of the quality and rank of Monarchs, 
may yet without any diſparagement to he Majeſty be put in ur 
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in any contrivance of altering the Government,” Bleſſed Soul ! tho 
was thy misfortune to falla w#imeto Popich rage, yet thou haſt 
both left thy own innocency tranſparent in the vieu of all 'the . 
world, and bequeathed a vindicationunto thy friends of their being 
guiltle(s as to what they are accuſed off. And as if ſuborned wit* 
neſlesand a pack*tjury had not been enough to compaſs thy illegat- * 
and untimely fall, c & murdered Eſte i the morning , that by Þ"|— 
emboldningtheone to {wear largely , and'the other to believe ns 
calily and rashly, they might tacilitate thy condemnation in the” | 
afternoon. Heaven and Earth hearthe cry of thy blood; norcan®” : 
leG thanthat.of thine Enemics make expiation tor it. 6 "#57 
 LOIIS I , 0 
> And as that part of the plot which referrs to riſing in Army for 
V| 4 the Alteration of the. Gevernment, appears plainly to have been for- 
| ged by the Court; fo the other part which relates toa Deſign of 
 faſſuecing the King ſeem's more improbabP and Romantiek, For 
| canit bethought that any ſhould be fofar infatuated asto Murder” 
the Fathcr, and atthe ſame time reſolve to ſet up the Son? Who: / 
beſidesthe obligation of nature which he would have been underto 
; have avengedit-upon the Affafſinates, mnit have judged himfelf 
1 tyed in the bonds of honor, intereft and ſafety, not to ſuffer ar 
example, ſodangeroustoall Princes, and ſubverſive of Societies, 
tojeſcape with impunity. » Andaccordingto the Schome which his 
Majeſty gives of the manner in which that Fatt was to have been 
commited ;.. there could, be nothing more ndiculous as well as . 
fuller of hazard, than in fuch a way to attemptit. Who can be= _ * 
lieve that fourty well mounted-and armed perſons, fhould think 
| of marching twentic milc ſo neer the City and in apublick road, 
F and not be- obſerved and give occafion of atlarming Town and 
Countrey ? Had they entertained thoughts of that kind , they 
could have found oportumities of do'ing it both with leſs danger to 
themſelves, and morecertainty of accompliſhipg the Fai. How * © 
calie had it been att MP: £0 have ade 
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his Majeſty in his gocing to a Wench, where (touſe Mr. Weſ?”s 
phraſe) as he wonld have died more truely in his ealling , than at 4 
Play-houſe , ſo there were none but two old Chair men to have been 

- encountred inthe attempt. But nothing doth more evidently de- 
monſtrate, that all this part of the plot is forged by the Court, than 
their cauſing New-Hercat to be fired, that they might haveajuſti- 
fiabÞ pretence of returning before the time that this Sham Mar- 
der was calculatedto have been deſigned. For that Fire was not 
accidental , nor an effect oft providence watching over the lives 
of Crowned Heads; but it was the fruite of contrivance and the 
reſult of malice againſt innocent Subje&s, for whole ruine they 
had layd that hellish ſnare.: Nor 1s1t unworthy of remark, that!a- 
gainſt the very night-they had fram'd and layd theinſurreCtion in- 
November. to have been, they took care to have a great part of 
Wapping burnt down; hop'ingthat ſome Tumult being” 6ccaſio- 
ned by that Conflagration , they might have beeninabled to brin 
an Argument from thence in] confirmation of that plot , which 
themſclyeshad contrived witha purpoſe of turningitupon us. For: 


according to the two partsof the Popish Conſpiracy , which were: 


to have murdered the King, and made an inſurre&tion for altering- 


the Government; were weto be charged with Crimes of the like-_ 


infamy andguilt. 


But poſſibly his Majeſty doth in that Declaration rather publish 
what he is conſcious that himſelt and his Brother have deſerved- 
from the people, than that he could ſuppoſe the perſons whom he 
there chargeth, would be thought guilty of what he accuſeth them. 
Nor hath there been any thing more uſual in all ages; than for T'y-' 


rannous Princes to improve the jealouſies which their own guilt - 


fills them withal, into accuſations of their innocent Subjects, as if 
they ſhould deſign what, themſelvesdo only inwardly fear. But 
tho we have reaſon to be very ſenfibÞP of his Majeſties and Bro- 
thersdemerite, yet they mult torgive us, if we ſeck not'to yindi- 


catc our ſelves in thoſe ſneaking andungenerous way's of theit pre-' 


{cribing.. For there are Method's enough that are manly aswell 
as legal, whereinwhen it is convenient we may do our ſelvesright, 


and bring his dearlybeloyed Brother and Miniiters to juſtice. Nor 
' Ws. 
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\| 


_ eaſe ourſe 


"fond of ourflavery, and make itmatter of glorying that our Mo- 


35)" 
isit a ſmall proyocationtoa gallant people, tobe reducedinto ſuch 
circumſtances and ſtraits, that fafety 1s no longer to be had'in re- 
maining loyal and innocent, but that if they would eſcape with 
their lifes and conſciences , they muſt at laſt think of preſervin 
them by other kinds of defence, For beſides our being ryranie 
over and enſlaved, there isthis ingredient more in our miſery 
vaſlalage, that we dar not lament our condition, nor complain 
to one another of our wretched Eſtate. For it may be boldly affir- 
med, that the moſt plaufbP pretence whichthe Court hath againſt 
any of thoſe Nobl, Worthy and,honeſt Gentlemen whom they 
proſecute uponthis forged plot, is that they may have diſcourſed 
with ſorrow and regret together aboutthe Grievances of the Na« 
tion, and by what lawful way's they might be beſt redreſſed. Nor | 
were it to be wondred at, if great oppreſſions beget ſuch recent- | 4 
ments and diſcontents, as may vent themſelyes ſometimes inangry .* = 
Expreſſions. For as Charles the firft fay*s in his anſwer to the 19. 
Propoſitions, noncan think thatthe Law of Obedience toward the King 
will be ſecure , when all the Laws of Protettion towards the Subjeft are 
violated. But in this our Enemies exceed Tiberius inſeverity , ſee- 
ing they will not allow us linguam liberam in Republica non libers,that 
whilc we quietly wear our chains, we thould ſo much as ſeek to. 
Few by talking mthe ancient ftile and language of Free- 
men. We muſt not only bear che inſupportabP yoak prepared for 
and layd upon our necks, but like French Peaſams we areto be. 


narch tramples upon us. How miſerabP are we made by Arbitrary 
judges and Armed foree? Aſſemblies bf peaceable men mertoge- 
ther for no other end but to worthip God, are declared to be pu- 
blick N»ſances; and our Lifes are ina time of peace ſubjected to/ 
martial Law. They robus at onceof the Priviledges of English+ 
men, and of the Rightsof Chriſtans.' Becauſe they can not by” 
judicial Sentences condemn us fo faſt as they defire to the Gibbet ;, 
they adjudg us in ſcores and hundreds by Excommmnications to bell.. 
Inaword, we have no Tenure leftus for our Religion or Beings,. 
but their Will and pleaſure. And todiſcourſe with any ſenſiblenefs 
of theſe things, is to make our ſelves obnoxious to be accuſed of 
plotting to murder the King and _ the Government, Nor arethey 
3 UDe- 
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wnprovided-of judges , jurics and witneſs, who will damn them- 
ſelycsgto deſtroy any honeſt man whom the Court hath a pique at. 


- But as if it were not enoughto have defam?d and flaunderd us in 
rheir Papers and publick Prints, they ſtrive to obtrude upon the 
world as an Argument of our guilt, that we have had fo much 
care of ourſelves, as to withdraw from their rage and fury, Whe- 
reas our Flight doth not proceed from our being criminal, but from 
the knowledg we have of their bloodthirſty malice. Hes not a wiſe 
man, lay's Alcibiades, that being accuſed tay sin hopes to be abſolved, 
when he had an opportunity to eſcape. How could we entertain a 
thought of equity orjuſtice fromthem, havig had ſo much expe- 
rience of their boundleſs and implacabP rage ? Their behaviour 
in Scotland towards the Earl of Argyle, was enoughto' teach per - 
{onsof Quality and Integrity in England what they were to expect, 
it they once fell into their hands, Nor needed weany other warning 
to provide ſeaſonably tor. our ſafety, but to call jo mind what-the 
Duke of York faidto the Scotts Lawiers in reterence to the caſe of 
that Loyal and Nob] perſon. For being told that there was nothing 
in what the Earlof Argyle had ſaid ordone, which could be made 
criminal by the Law of the L.and; his Highneb from the good af- 
feftion which he bears to Proteſtant Peers, was phanſen ro reply, 
but Cant not be wrefted to Treaſon. | We had alſo learned from an 
Expreſſion of the King himſelf, what we were to look for from 
his. Majeſties Miniſters, (notwithſtanding our innocency) if it 
ſhould have been our Misfortune to come under their power. For: 
whenthe Cabal , upona ſuggeftionagainit the Duke of Monmeath: 
asSif he had SS HOnnt——_— to a Riot, would have. bad him 
committed to the Tower; the King, who very wel knowsthe temi- 
perof hisMiniſters, was pleaſed to ask whether they had reſolved to 


deftroy him, andin order thereunto ſought an oportunity from us confo- 


nement.. Great and immortal Eſſex and Ruſſel, it was not. your 
Crimes which diſtroyed you , bur together with your; vertge: and 
Religion the confidence which you had mthe juſtice of the Go- 
veanment.', You perished not through your guilt, but-through 
the malice of your Enemies and your credulity in the Righteoul- 
neſfsof the Court. Their murdering you, juſtifies the —_— 
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and prudence of all thoſe that have withdrawn. But & 
the world, His Majeſty and his Brother haveleaſt cauſe f 
Gentlemen for traveling, having had occaſion themſelves ro'fo- 
journ ſo long abroad. And by how much they complained of tl 

juſtice of thoſe that cauſed their Exile; by ſo-much the ma 
ought they to avoide the like injuſtice towards ethers. Nor can at 
thing' ſo much exrenuate the-guilt and 'lefſen the Crime of thoſe 


whodrove them out of three Kingdoms, as the Nation's prin, 
od and. 


upon their being reſtored, that no man whois faithful toG 
his Countrey, canbe permitted to live ſafely in his Majeſties Do» 
minions. 


But I muſt here put an End tothis Diſcourſe, wherein if there 
be any thing offenſive, none is to be accountable for it but the Au- 
thor. Who as he hath writzen it without communication with any; 
ſo none ought to undergoe the indignation of the Court for it 
but himſelf, Nor is there any thing here that can offend juſt and mer- 
ciful Princes, ſeeing by how much Tyrants are expoſed and de- 
reſted, by ſo much arc Temperate and Righteous Monarchs com-- 
mended andpraiſed. The detecting Oppreſſors does no more af- 
fe&t Good Rulers; than the proſecuting Robbers'and Banditt, 1s 
toimpeach vertuous and honeſt men. Neither ought his Majeſty 
and Brother who have taken ſo much fatisfattion and pleaſure in. 
commitzing what is here recounted; be provoked either at the hea- 
ring them themſelves, or that their Subjects thould come toknow 
the principles and praCtices of their Rulers, and thereby learn upon. 
what grounds they are to honor and obey them. If it was no re- 
—_ buta creditto Swetonins, that he wrote the Lifes of the 12. 
Czfars with the ſame liberty and freedom that they led them; I hope 
it willnot be taken amiſs in methat I have endeavoured ro imitate 
ſo worthy a patern, eſpecially having had before me thelife of a 
Princewho comes not thort of Tiberius in diffimulation, of Nero: 
in ſenſualites, and fo far as his power, extends falls bchindnone of 
the twelf in murderes and cruelties.. The only fault Iam ſenſible 


of, is that I havenot yetdone his Majeſty and the Duke of York. 
that Right which they deſerve, nor fully payd them'the ſervice+ 
which Lowethem. For I have not only paſt by all the invalions.” 
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